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A DCC xc. 


1 


TO THE 


RIGHT HONORABLE THE COUNTESS OF 


HILLSBO ROUGH. 


MADAM, 


'MPRESSED with the moſt lively 
ſenſe of gratitude for the honor your 
ladyſhip has permitted me, of placing 


the following ſheets under your patro- 


nage, I ſhould ill deſerye a favor fo 
flattering, if, by aſſuming the common 
nage of dedicators; and, by inj u- 
dicious 


dicious praiſe, I ſhould wound that de- 
licacy which is ſuperior to the voice of 
flattery, and can receive no gratification 
from the encomiums of a private indi- 
| vidual; I therefore moſt readily give 
up all attempts to diſplay virtues which 
are univerſally acknowledged, and can- 
not be delineated. by ſo unſkilful a 
i hand as mine. 


| 
| VL DEDICATION. 


3 Tis to entreat your ladyſhip's favor- 
able reception of this work that I pre- 
ſume to addreſs you; conſcious of its. 
numberleſs imperfections, I feek, under 
the ſanction. of your name, to ſcreen it 
from the laſh of criticiſm. Impelled 
by the ſame motives which firſt indu-. 
ced me to take up the pen, and encou- 
raged by the favorable reception Miſs 
Meredith“ met with from the indul- 
gence of the public, I have ventured a 
fecond time to throw myſelf on its 
| mercy :: 
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DEDICATION. vii 


tion?” ſhould be ſo fortunate as to obtain 
your ladyſhip's approbation, it will en- 
able me to look forward with hope, 
and truſt, though not without tremble- 
ing, to the ſame generoſity and candour 
I have ſo recently experienced. I have 
the honor to remain, with the warmeſt 
fentiments of reſpect and gratitude, 


MADAM, 


Your Ladyſhip's greatly obliged; 


And moſt devoted humble Servant, 


ELIZA PARSONS. 


ERRORS 


— —— — — — 


— —— —-—ͤ — — on * 6 


-—_ 


BE 
5 
+ 
"TR. 
* Ca . 
n 
1 
5 WV 
K- 5 
4 
54d 
4 * 
9 
” 8) 
"18 
* 
+ 


$ loſt a beloved huſband when her ſon was 


8 C — 
—_— _ . 
- 
— — » 
* 
— — * 


E RR OR 8 
| OF 


1 DU G A . 


C HAP. I. 
— — 
A RETROSPECT. 


ORN to a plentiful fortune, Sir William 

Beaumont entered into life with all thoſe 
bright expectations which are wont to fill a 
lively and youthful imagination: indulged 
from infancy by a too tender mother, who 


only ſix years of age; accuſtomed to follow 
the bent of his own inclinations without check 
or control; bleſt by nature with great ad- 

KY B vantages 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


vantages of perſon, and a genius capable of 
the greateſt things, had it been properly cul- 
tivated and directed; yet, (by the miſtaken 
tenderneſs of a parent,) permitted to waſte 


that time, which might have expanded his 


mind and engaged him in the purſuit of wiſdom 
and knowledge, in the moſt frivolous and 
trifling amuſements, no wonder that when 
of age to be introduced into life, he fell a 
prey to the artifices of thoſe who knew how 
to flatter ſuch idle propenſities as were too 
glaring to be overlooked !—His juvenile 
follies were of little conſequence, but when 
he attained the age of twenty-one, and the 
poſſeſſion of five thouſand a year, twas then 
he determined to quit Warwickſhire and his 
indulgent parent, for the Metropohs. Lady 
Beaumont had long ſince been ſenſible of 
her error, but it was too late to rectify 1t;— 


paſſionate, obſtinate, with a haughtineſs of 


diſpoſition above reprehenſion or advice, 
ſhe had found it impoſſible to guide his 
judgment or obtain any authority over his 


actions—he had acquired the common ac- 
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ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 2 


eompliſhments of fencing, dancing, &c. 
from maſters provided for that purpoſe, and 
a ſuperficial knowledge of languages and 
hiſtory from a tutor who was never permitted 
to reprove or correct his idleneſs and neglect 
of ſtudy. Such was Sir William Beaumont 
when he was allowed the free uſe of his for- 
tune and the happineſs of ſharing the delights 

of the town. Hunting, fiſhing, ſhooting 
and romping with the farmers daughters, 
had hitherto engaged all his attention, but, 
no ſooner was he of age, than he ſighed for 
the pleaſures of London: His mother, con- 
ſcious that ſhe had too long ſecluded him 
from a knowledge of mankind, trembled 
for the conſequences which might reſult from 
firſt impreſſions on a mind fo ſelf-ſufficient 
and uninformed ; ſhe determined, therefore, 


to accompany him, and, if poſſible, direct 


him in the choice of his eompanions, on 
which muſt, in a great meaſure, depend the 


73 happineſs of his future days. 


B 2 | Sir 


— — — — ——— — 92, 
— — 


. 
- — * 
— — — wes bk — 
— ͤ —ůT— ——— — — — 


1 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


Sir William had never given the ſmalleft 
intimation of his wiſh for her company, the 
declaration therefore of her deſign to quit 
her beloved retirement and emerge again 


into the world, for the purpoſe of enjoying 
the ſociety of her darling ſon, was received 


by him with a ſtoical indifference :—elated 
with the poſſeſſion of his fortune and a high 
opinion of his own conſequence, he had no 
idea that an introduction into life was neceſ- 


ſary, or that Sir William Beaumont could 


meet leſs reſpect or attention in Town than 
when reſiding at the ſeat of his anceſtors, and 
lording it over his own tenants. All neceſ- 
ſary preparations were made for this impor- 
tant journey, and when the day arrived it 
was with very different ſenſations that lady 
Beaumont and her ſon quitted Sion- Park 
Sir William was intoxicated with joy at be- 
ing enabled to realize all thoſe delightful 
viſions Which had for a long time floated on 
his brain, and promiſed him ſuch exceſs of 


happineſs: he bade adieu to the manſion of 
peace without ſorrow or regret. Not ſo, 


lady 
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lady Beaumont, ſecluded ſo many years from 


eft the gay world, by choice not neceſſity, fond 
he of domeſtic enjoyments and doating on an 
uit only ſon, the image of a beloved huſband, 
_ not blind to his faults, though too indulgent 
ns to his errors; ſhe ſhuddered at the proſpect 
ed before her—the follies of a licentious world, 
ted gilded by the ſpecious names of faſhion and 
gn gallantry, ſhe foreſaw would quickly gain 
wy an aſcendant over his volatile diſpoſition, 
el and ſhe dreaded their effects. Her faſhion- 
uld 3 able connections were few, her brother, lord 
han Maybank, reſided entirely in Scotland; of 
and her huſband's relations there were none living 
eſ- but very diſtant ones, and with thoſe ſhe 
or held no correſpondence. Sir Edward and 
lit IF - lady Stanley, and Mr. and Mrs. Warner, 
ady both families of faſhion and merit, and who 
* reſided in her neighbourhood during the 
be- ſummer months, were her only intimates; 
tful theſe friends were now at Bath, but, being 
1 on daily expected to ſet off for Town, it was 
of on them ſhe depended for a proper intro- 
ah duction of her 1on into the world, 
T 10, 
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She quitted her beloyed retirement with a 
flood of tears; and when the carriage was 
announced, threw herſelf into it, impreſſed 
with a prophetic idea that ſhe beheld, for the 
laſt time, thoſe favorite walks in which ſhe 
was wont to enjoy peace and pleaſing reflec- 


tions, intgrrupted only by maternal anxiety, 


an anxiety which now encreaſed in propor- 


tion to the dangerous diſſipation the object 


of her cares was about to encounter. 


She now looked back with deep regret on 
the miſtaken fondneſs that induced her to 
prefer a private to a public mode of educa- 
tion, by the latter of which, though her ſon's 
morals might have been more endangered, 
his judgment muſt have been ſtrengthened; 
and by which he muſt likewiſe have gained 
ſome knowledge of mankind, ſufficient per- 
haps to have guarded him againſt thoſe im- 


poſitions too Ry practiſed on the un- 
wary, 


At 
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At the laſt ſtage of their journey, when 
Sir. William's heart beat high with tranſport, 
and buſy fancy was forming a thouſand plea- 
ſureable ſchemes, lady Beaumont, after con- 
templating him a few moments in ſilence, 


with a ſigh expreſſive of her feelings, thus 
addreſſed him, 


* My dear William, you ſeem in a pleaſ- 
ing reverie : but ſuffer me, now we are 
about to enter on that great world you have 
ſo long wiſhed to behold, to open my heart 
to you, and impreſs yours with. the admoni- 
tions and advice of a tender mother and an 


_ affectionate friend; a friend who has, who 


can have, only your intereſt and happineſs 
in view, and whoſe future peace muſt all de- 


pend on your conduct. The death of your 
beloved father left me but one object in the 


world to intereſt my feelings, and but one 
method of proving my love and reſpect to 
his memory, that of ſtrictly performing the 
duties of a parent to his only child, and 


though, at this moment, reaſon convinces 


. me 


Y ERRORS OF EDUCATION; 


me TI have been guilty of many errors, yet 

they were the errors of a too tender and in- 

dulgent heart, and did not flow from negli 

i gence or deſign, I reproach my/elf;—alas, 
my dear fon, let me not live to experience | 

reproach from..you.” —Unable to proceed, 

ſhe burſt into tears.—Sir William was ſur- 

| priſed, he took her hand.“ My dear ma- 

Wl dam, from whence proceed thoſe tears? For 

| what do you blame yourſelf? Why ſuppoſe 

0 it poſſible I ſhould prove abandoned and un- 

f grateful? to reproach you is not in my | 

| power, for you have been the belt of mo 

| chars”? 1 


| ee Ah, William, (faid he) I have indeed 
Wh: been a fond weak mother, but not the 36, 
of mothers—to gratify my own ſelfiſh affec- 
i tion, I have kept you at Sion-Park a ſtran- 
| ger to the world, to prevent pain to myſelf 
I have prohibited your tutor from puniſhing 
little errors which have grown into habits; 
from the ſame blamable indulgence I would 
not permit your idle propenſities to be curb- 

„ ed, 


x "NY F 
X CO RR ER 
3 n * —. 
: 


— ——— — 
— 5 — — 
* * 7 


— ——̃ —Q— wes * 


— — —— U 


— — — 8 
. —— 
Bb 

— a T— 


— * 
* 
4 — 08 


% — = 
5 a —— — 
— x 
- — — 0 
— ů — — — a 
Y > 
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ed, nor your paſſions controled; the conſe- 
quence of which is, that the little learning 
you have acquired is ſuperficial, your judg- 
ment trifling, and although I hope and be- 
lieve your heart is good, yet, your impetu- 


ous diſpoſition, your volatile and trifling 


method of ſpending thoſe hours which ought 
to have been given to more important con- 


cerns, and permitting your paſſions to guide 


in every purſuit has altogether given that 
turn to your general conduct, that juſtifies 
me in reproaching myſelf: — You only can re- 
concile me to my own feelings: If you, who 
are a ſtranger to the deceits and artifices of 
mankind, a novice in all the deſtructive 
modes of diſſipating fortune, reputation and 
health; if you will permit me to inform your 
judgment, to point out to you the rocks and 
quickſands a young man of fortune, like 
you, unknowing of the wiles of men, is moſt 


likely to ſtumble on; if you will conſult me 


in the choice of your intimates: and profit 
by my experience; if you will ſuffer the lead 
ing feature in your character, pride, to ope- 

3 rate 


10 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


rate in a manner likely to guard you againſt 
all low vices, and a deteſtation of every 
mean unworthy impoſition; then, my dear 
ſon, will your judgment ripen ; then will ; 
| you ſoon be enabled to think properly of 
| _ thoſe diffipations and vices, which, under the 
| ſpecious name of faſhion, deſtroy fortune 
and honor, and are ſure to entail everlaſting 
remorſe and unavailing repentance — then 
w1ll you be the pride, the glory of your mo- 
ther; then will your juvenile errors be for- 
gotten, and then you will never have cauſe to 
accuſe me of a miſtaken tenderneſs as pro- 
| ductive of real evil to yourſelf, —Thus, dear 
| William, the future happineſs of my life is 
| in your hands; your affection I will not 
doubt, but henceforth conſider me as your 
beſt, your deareſt friend, tenderly indulgent, 
and warmly interefted in every event likely 
to prove conducive to your honor and hap= 
pineſs, and a painful ſufferer if you deviate 
from the road to either. A 
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Sir William, though not poſſeſſed of much 
ſenſibility, could not help being affected, 
and preſſing his mother's hand tenderly be- 
tween his, moſt earneſtly aſſured her, © that 
her judgment and affectionate counſel ſhould 
direct every action of his life and his conduct 
prove his ſenſe of her maternal care, and the 
obligations he owed her from his infancy, to 
the preſent hour.“ 


Lady Beaumont rejoiced at the viſible 
emotions of her ſon, determining, if poſſible, 
to retain the influence, ſhe began to think, 
ſhe held over his heart by her affectionate 
and gentle admonitions, and to be henceforth 
{paring of them on trivial occaſions to give 


them the greater weight in matters of conſe- 


quence; and although ſhe looked forward 
with trembling anxiety, to his entrance in 
the world, yet, the ſoother, hope, came to her 
aid, and afforded a temporary relief to her 
mind, which communicated itſelf to her 
countenance, and enabled her to join in 
cheerful remarks to enliven her ſon. 


B 6 CHAP, 
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| - CHAP. . 


LONDON. 


HE journey was now ended, the carri- 
age entered Town juſt as the lamps 
began to throw their pale light to conduct 
the travellers ſecurely through the ſtreets.— 

Sir Wiltiam was in tranſports; the buſtle of 
carriages driving to the play, the opera, and 
other various places for diſſipating time and 
fortune, with the croud of humbler foot- 
paſſengers, the ſhops all illuminated, and 
ſhewing their different wares to the beſt ad- 
vantage; the whole together ſtruck him with 
| ſurpriſe and ſpeechleſs admiration ; nor is it 
; to be wondered at, if we reflect that his 
whole life hitherto had been paſſed in the 
| country, where his companions were, equally 
| with himſelf, ftrangers to London; and 
however deſcriptions from books might have 
| FAY excited 


L 
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excited his wiſhes and engaged his attention, 


ſo as to produce in his mind a thouſand 
bright ideas of that wonderful city, yet ſo 
much did the preſent appearance of the 


| ſtreets he paſſed through, exceed his moſt 


ſanguine expectations, that he was loſt in a 
whirl of conjecture what ſuch multitudes of 
people were driving ſo haſtily back and for- 
ward to ſee, and how it was poſlible they 
could all find habitations, 


His mother did not interrupt his reverie 
till the carriage ſtopt in Stanhope-ſtreet, 
May-Fair, where ſhe had, by means of her 
banker, taken a handſome ready furniſhed 
houſe. When the carriage drew up, and 


lady Beaumont exclaimed, «© Thank Heaven 


our journey is happily ended,” he ſtarted 
from a train of delightful viſions, and eagerly 
kifling her hand, exclaimed, © Oh my dear 
madam, what a charming place is London!” 
She ſmiled at his rhapſody, and obſerving to 
him the ſervant held the coach door open, 


he jumped out and conducting her into the 


houſe, 


24 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


houſe, again warmly congratulated her and 
himſelf on their arrival. By the attention of 
+ their friend, the banker, they found every 
thing ready for their reception, proper ſer- | 
vants were hired, ſupper ordered, and in a K 
few hours they were comfortably ſettled, © 
= little converſation took place that even- 
o, Lady Beaumont was fatiguea, and Sir 
W. liam found full employment in reflection 1 
on what he had ſeen, and in anticipating tage 
wonders he expected to ſee; they therefore, 
by mutual conſent ; made a haſty ſupper and 
retired to their reſpective apartments, 


8 
12 


CHAP. 1I. 


MORE WONDERS. 


CCUSTOMED from infancy to early 
| hours, Sir William aroſe the moment 1 
= light * through his ſhutters, * 
= eager 
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eager to view the delightful proſpects of the 
preceding evening; having thrown on his 
cloaths, opened the door of his apartment, 
and found the way down ſtairs, he was incon- 
ceivably aſtoniſhed at the ſilence which per- 
vaded through the houſe, he opened one 
room, then another, all was dark and com- 
fortleſs, not a ſoul was moving, he looked 
at his watch, —near eight o'clo..c,—it was 
the hour of breakfaſt in the country, it was 
the hour of buſtle and domeſtic occupations 
there; here, all was ſtill as death, and a moſt 
wonderful contraſt to the animation he had 
witneſſed on his entrance into Town. He 
returned to his apartment, and ringing the 
bell for his ſervant, was inſtantly attended, 
for Andrew, like his maſter, was up, and 
had been endeavouring to explore his way 
through the dark rooms below; and, being 


equally mortified in his ſearch, waited with 


eagerneſs the ſummons he joyfully obeyed. 


“ Prythee, Andrew, (ſaid Sir William) are 


the ſervants all in bed at this late hour ?” 


Tes, an pleaſe your honour ; (replied An- 


drew} 
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drew) I am ſure its a burning ſhame; — at 
home the cows are all milked, the ſarvants 
all breakfaſted, and Robin driving his plough 
hours before now; I have heard John, the 
groom to *{quire Warner, ſay, the London 
ſarvants were deadly lazy varmint, and ſure 
enough your honour finds it ſo; but, with 
your leave, I'll go and ring a peal in their 
ears ;—hark ! though I thinks I hear one of 
the doors unbolting, Il run and ſee.” He 
did fo, and ſoon returned with intelligence 
that one of the houſe-maids was juſt up, and, 
« Lord, her did ſo ſtare to hear your honour 
was up, and as | tould her, wanted break- 
faſt, ſhe ſaid, no people of faſhion that ever 
ſhe lived with, breakfaſted till twelve, twas 
only tradesfolks who get up at eight o'clock, 
and ſhe thought poor ſervants, who generally 

were kept up till one or two o'clock, requir- 
ed reſt as well as gentlefolks.” Indeed, 
(ſaid Sir William,) the girl was right, if 'tis 
cuſtomary for people to keep ſuch hours: 
but I like, you know, Andrew, to be in 
bed at eleven, and the ſervants at Sion-Park 

Were 
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were never up later, and therefore we could 
all riſe with the lark.“ “ Ah Lord! (re- 


T plied Andrew,) I wiſh to my mind we were 
at Sion-Park ſtill ; what a noiſe and crowd- 
1 ing there was laſt night, I am ſure I could 
. hardly manage old Lightfoot, the poor beaſt 
1 didn't like it at all.” 

r 0 

f « Well, (ſaid Sir William,) we muſt be 
e 2 content, Andrew, to wait for our breakfaſt 
—_— 2 every morning, unleſs my mother will make 
|, I a new regulation for her London ſervants: 
at preſent, however, I am very hungry, 
= | therefore try your influence to haſten break 
r fast. 

is | 
= When Andrew quitted the apartment, 
ly Sir William again opened the window and 
. looked up and down the ſtreet; every houſe 
= was ſhut up, — not a paſſenger on the pave- 
—— ment, —all was ſile nt as the village near Sion- 
s: Park. © Bleſs me, (cried he) what a hor- 


inn rid dull part of the town has my mother 
cChoſen! the houſes, indeed, are genteel, but 
there 
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oy ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 
there are no inhabitants: I ſhall never con- 
ſent to reſide here, I muſt perſuade her to 
remove into one of thoſe delightful ſtreets 
we paſt through laſt night.” He than be- 
gan to reflect on the various amuſing ſights 
his driving through the ſtreets had afforded 
him, and continued in a pleaſing reverie till 
ſummoned to breakfaſt; he joined his mo- 
ther with much pleaſure, and enquiring how 
ſhe reſted after her fatigue, mentioned the 
diſappointment he met with in getting up fo 7 
early. — Lady Beaumont ſmiling, blamed #2 
herſelf for not giving him ſome intimation of 
the different hours commonly obſerved in * 
London: —“ But, I fear, William, (ſaid ſhe) + 
you will too ſoon grow reconciled to fuch | 
irregular hours, the amuſements you will 
naturally expect to partake of, will exclude 
the obſervance of thoſe regularities which fa- 
milies in the country find conducive both to 
health and pleaſure,” —< But, my dear ma- 
dam, (he replied,) how came you to make 
choice of this dull ſituation, where there ap- 
pears to be no human beings but ourſelves.” 
«0! i 
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O! you will find yourſelf agrecably miſ- 


taken by and bye; about twelve or one 


o'clock you will have no reaſon to complain 


of the ſilence which now ſeems to pervade the 
ſtreets: however, if you have no objection, 
we will order the carriage and go into the 
city this morning, I have a little buſineſs to 
tranſact, and I wiſh to thank Mr. Thornhill, 
our banker, for his civilities, and introduce 
him to your acquaintance: though a citizen 
he is a man of faſhion, of fortune, and ex- 
cellent character,” Sir William cheerfully 
acquieſced; and having ordered Andrew's 
attendance to dreſs his hair, prepared to 
accompany his mother. — As they drove 
through the ſtreets his ſatisfaction began to 
manifeſt itſelf in his countenance :—When 
they came paſt Temple-Bar, the ſwarm of 
people, the confuſion of carriages, and the 
buſy importance of every face, attracted his 
attention, and engaged his admiration.— 
Lady Beaumont took the opportunity to ac- 
quaint him with ſeveral particulars of man- 
ners and cuſtoms which had been obſerved 

during 
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during her commerce with the world ; but 
alas! good lady, wonderful were the altera- 
tions and refinements which faſhion and folly 
had erected in the courſe of twenty-three years, 
ſince which period ſhe had never viſited 
London; and ſhe found her own attention 
irreſiſtably engaged by a variety of new ob- 
jects, new buildings, and above all, by the 
ſtrange extravagance of dreſs; ſhe viewed 
her ſon, and ſoon perceived another kind of 
valet was neceſſary, and other abilities requi- 
ite to what poor Andrew poſſeſſed, to make 
his maſter appear like a man of faſhion. 


On their arrival at Mr. Thornhill's they 
met with a reception ſo truly friendly and 
polite, that Sir William was not a little ſur- 
priſed to find the man of buſineſs, one of the 
beſt bred men he ever ſaw; he felt a conſci- 
ous deficiency which mortified his pride, and 
began to fear, that ſelf-conſequence which 
carried all before it in the country, would in 
London meet with a conſiderable abatement, 
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Lady Beaumont having a goed deal of 


buſineſs to ſettle, appointed a day which ſhe 
entreated Mr. Thornhill to ſpend with her; 
he politely acceeded to her wiſhes, on con- 
dition that Sir William and her ladyſhip, if 
diſengaged ſhould favor himſelf and his ſiſter 
with their company that day to a family 
dinner; they conſented with pleaſure, apo- 
logiſing for morning dreſſes, and were ac- 
cordingly introduced to Miſs Thornhill.— 
The brother and ſiſter reſided together; their 
reſpectable father, who had carried on buſi- 
neſs for a number of years, with an eſtabliſh= 


ed reputation for honour, probity and uni- 


verſal benevolence, had lately retired a few 
miles into the country to enjoy good air, 
exerciſe, and the ſupreme delight of a ſelf- 
approving mind ; there he diffuſed his bleſ- 
ſings on the unfortunate, and, by continual 
acts of beneficence, rendered himſelf deſerv- 
ing thoſe favors the bounty of Providence 
had beſtowed on him The ſon and daugh- 
ter of this worthy man accuſtomed from the 


example of their father to conſider every 


child 


— 
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child of ſorrow as their relation, with hearts, 
ſuſceptible of compaſſion for the woes of 


their fellow-creatures, and hands © open as 


day to melting charity,” poſſeſſed all that 
elegance of manners and external politeneſs 


which the beſt education could beſtow ; hence 


it was that Mr. and Miſs Thornhill were 
univerſally eſteemed, and their acquaintance 
ſought for by every faſhionable circle in the 
town, but they knew how to diſcriminate, 
and though courted by all, they confined 
their intimacies to a few reſpectable families, 
whoſe virtues could receive no luſtre from 
the accidental advantages of birth or fortune. 
—Such were Mr. and Miſs Thornhill ; with 
whoſe perſons and manners Sir William was 
ſo captivated, that he ſuppoſed it impoſlible 
the moſt brilliant circles could produce more 
elegance, or the moſt celebrated toaſts boaſt 
more charms than the amiable Miſs Thorn- 
hill. His mother ſaw, with infinite delight, 
his firſt impreſſions, and preſaged to herſelf 
the happieſt conſequences from cultivating an 
intimacy with a family fo truly eſtimable. 

The 
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The brother and ſiſter were equally gratified, 
Lady Beaumont's character they had been 
taught to reſpect, from the long correſpon- 
dence between the families; Sir William's 
exterior was extremely prepoſſeſſing, and his 
behaviour that day could not fail of con- 
firming the favorable ideas they were diſpoſ- 
ed to entertain of him. They parted at a 
late hour, with a mutual deſire of cultivating 
a ſociety ſo gratifying to each party, and the 
return of the viſit was fixed for an early day. 
— When ſeated in the carriage Sir William 
warmly expreſſed his approbation of their 
hoſpitable entertainers, with a mixture of 
ſurpriſe that people 1n buſineſs were ſo much 
accompliſhed — © ] have ever underſtood 
(ſaid he) from the books I have read, and 
from the daily papers, that the citizens had 
no ideas beyond trade, nor any fund of amuſe- 
ment within themſelves but what conſiſted in 
the pleaſures of the table; ſurely theſe Thorn- 
hills are perſons of better birth and education 
than the generality of trades- people.“ You 


miſapply that term, (rephed Lady Beau- 


mont) 


is ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 

mont) bankers are conſidered in a different 
point of view from trades-people; 'tis true, 
many of them may have been in buſineſs, 
but in general 'tis opulent merchants that 
ſettle themſelves in banking houſes ; and, in 
London, you will find few more reſpectable 
characters than ſome of the principal bankers 


and merchants: I know tis very common in 


eſſay and novel writers to ridicule the citizens, 
and deſcribe them as vulgar and uninformed ; 
but ſuch general indiſcriminate cenſure 1s 
highly abſurd—In fo large a city, no doubt, 
there are many very low people, who, by in- 
duſtry, have acquired large fortunes, and who, 


from want of education, and from confin- 


ing their ideas wholly to the accumulation of 
wealth can never get the better of vulgar 
habits: but perſons of that deſcription gene- 
rally aſſociate together, and very ſeldom 
thruſt themſelves into good company.“ 
« Well, (cried Sir William) I am quite 
charmed with Mr. Thornhill and his ſiſter ; 
they are a little too grave, but, perhaps, 
when we are better acquainted, I ſhall find 

| them 
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them more free” — his attention was now 


K ſolely engroſſed by the multitude of carriages 
5 which conveyed their weary owners from the 
5, different places of amuſement; places which, 
at from a conſtant reſort to them every evening, 
in had long loſt the power to charm, and were 
le frequented from faſhion and habit more than 
rs from any pleaſure they could give; (but at 
in thoſe places they met with their acquaintance, 
IS, they endeavoured by dreſs and ſhow to excite 
d; admiration in the one ſex and the envy of the 


18 9 other; they trifled away that time, which 
2 otherwiſe would have been given to ennuie 
and reflections, which perhaps were ill adapted 


ane 


10, d to afford tranquillity) — Sir William enjoyed 


in- , much amuſement at a ſight fo novel, and 
of his ſurpriſe was conſiderably encreaſed, when, 
gar on entering Stanhope-ſtreet, he found thoſe 
ne- WW houſes, which in the morning looked deſerted, 
om all elegantly lighted up; and one of the neigh- 
. bours having a grand route that evening, the 
aite ſtreet was crouded with carriages and ſer- 
der; vants. When they came home Lady Beau- 


mont was highly gratified by finding a card 
EY C worn 
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from Sir Edward and Lady Stanley, who 


arrived in Town the preceding evening, 


nearly at the ſame time with their friends, 


had called at the door in the morning to 


know when Lady Beaumont was expected, 


and were greatly delighted to hear of her ar- 
rival.“ Now, my dear William, (faid her 
ladyſhip, when ſhe had peruſed the card,) 
you will have friends more capable of intro- 


ducing you into life than myſelf; —few per- 


ſons are more reſpectable than the Stanleys; 
perfectly acquainted with the town and every 
faſhionable circle, yet accuſtomed to diſtin- 
ouiſh and ſelect their acquaintance ; with 
them you will enjoy every advantage of in- 
troduction a fond parent can defire, * You 
are very good, my Cear mother, to be fo 
ſolicitous on my account (replied Sir Wil— 
liam) and I ſhall be happy to profit by the 
acquaintance of Sir Edward and Lady Stan- 
ley ; and, if you pleaſe, we will call on them 
in the morning.” © With all my heart; 


(returned her ladyſhip;) indeed, I believe 
we ſhall find it neceſſary to conſult Sir Ed- 
ward 
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ward in the choice of trades-people to mo- 
dernize us a little. You mult provide your- 
ſeif with another valet, I do not mean to dil- 
charge poor Andrew, but he is little ac- 
quainted with the mode of dreſſing now ob- 
ſerved, therefore I ſhall retain hin» more 
immediately in my ſervice, and you muſt 
enquire for a more faſhionable attendant” —- 

hen they ſeparated for the night, Sir Wil- 
liam found ample ſcope for reflection on the 
occurrences of the day —every thing was new 
and wonderful, he could not conceive how 
people in buſineſs like the ThornhilPs ſhould 


acquire that poliſh he obſerved in their man- 


ners; he was charmed with Miſs Thornhill, 


and felt a degree of envy when he viewed the 


brother and himſelf in a comparative ſcale; 


and inſtead of blaming himſelf for his want of 


attention-to the leſſons of his tutor, he reflec 
ed, with ſome indignation, on his mother, for 
keeping him ſo long ſecluded from the world 


he relolved now to make himſelf ample 


amends for the time he thought loſt, and an- 
C9 ticipated 
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ticipated the pleaſures he expected to enjoy 
in a commerce with people of faſhion. 


Lady Beaumont, on the contrary, was re- 


tracing with much ſatisfaction the reſult of 
their viſit to the city; ſhe was equally charm- 


ed with Miſs Thornhill, and thought, if it 
was poſſible to bring about an union between 
her and Sir William it would be productive 


of mutual happineſs ; ſhe was not blind to 


the defects of his education, but he had na- 
tural good ſenſe, his exterior was prepoſſeſ- 
ſing, and though naturally haughty and paſ- 
ſionate, he was at times both good-natured 
and generous ; ſhe flattered herſelf, the com- 
pany which the Stanleys would introduce him 
into, might poliſh his manners, correct the 
impetuoſity of his diſpoſition, and call forth 


thoſe virtues, which a too great indulgence 
had obſcured, but not entirely eradicated. 


Under theſe agreeable deluſions they both 
paſſed the night, and met in the morning 
with equal chearfulneſs; as early as faſhion 
would permit, they drove to Sir Edward 
Stanley's, 


2 "x 7 2 1 


4 
4 
, 
EP 
yu 
. 8 
5 
EY 
Mi 
N x” 
1 
WR 
7 2 
5 
* 
28 
* 
Fo 
2 
2 
4 
N 
S-$ 
Fa 
Fes 
%F 
r 
a 
7 1 52 
. 1 
IF; 5 
HY 
ba 
1 
5X 
wen 
* 
* 
ok 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 29 


Stanley's, and were received by him and his 
lady with that affectionate politeneſs which 
communicates pleaſure and conciliates eſteem. 
Lady Stanley was infinitely delighted that 
Lady Beaumont was drawn from her retire- 
ment to m1x with a world, wherein ſhe muſt 
ever be conſidered as an ornament; ſhe 
thought it high time too, that Sir William 
ſhould be initiated into thoſe cuſtoms and 
manners which folly and faſhion have render- 
ed indiſpenſable obſervances in a young man 
of rank and fortune; and both Sir Edward 
and herſelf tendered their ſervices to attend 
their friends to all public exhibitions worthy 
their notice, and ſignified their hopes that 
the moſt unreſerved intimacy would ſubſiſt 
between the two families: — being ſo recently 
arrived in Town the Stanleys had no engage- 
ments, and a propoſal was made and eagerly 
accepted by Sir William of going in the 
evening to the theatre, to ſee Mrs. Abington 
in Lady Townley—Lady Beaumont declined 
an invitation to dinner, but promiſed to join 


her friends at an early hour for the play.—Sir 


Fe 4 Edward, 
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idward, however, took her ſon to ſtrole in 
the park, whilſt the ladies went a ſhoping, as 
Lady Beaumont found her wardrobe wanted 
many little faſhionable requiſites, 


The day happened to be uncommonly 
fine, and Hyde-park was graced with innu= 
merable perſons of rank and faſhion in car- 
riages, on horſeback, and on foot. A fight 
ſo novel threw Sir William iato raptures—he 
gazed with admiration on the variety of beau- 
tiful objects that ſurrounded him, and un- 
accuſtomed to ſhuffle through a croud was 
every moment in danger of being run over. 
In their walk Sir Edward Stanley was ac— 
coſted by two gentlemen, v.hoſe eaſy careleſs 
manners proved their ſelf- conſequence. Ha! 
Stanley, (ſaid one of them) I rejoice to ſce 
you.—Well, what news from Bath?“ „1 
know none, niy lord, the ſame dull inſipid 
round of amuſements which never varies ;— 
but permit me to introduce my friend, Sir 
William Beaumont, to your Lordſhip ;—Sir 
William, this is Lord Stormer, and thi 

— Colonel 
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Colonel Minors.” Mutual compliments ha- 
ving paſſed, they walked alrogether towards 
the Serpentine river. The lively remarks 
and fatyrical obſervations made by theſe gay 


— WT 


3 gentlemen could not fail of engaging the at- 
* 1 tention and admiration of one ſo little ac- 


- A quaintcd with faſhionable manners, as Sir 
- William, every thing he heard, every thing 


hy 4 he ſaw, opened a new ſource of information- 
| 2 and delight; whilſt his gay companions were 
2 1 not a little amuſed by that wonder and cager- 
- 4 neſs with which he devoured every paſſing 


as object; they preſently conceived an ac- 


r. quaintance with him might prove a deſirable 
o- acquiſition, and Colonel Minors contrived 
E to drop behind with Sir Edward, and receiv- 
al ed the wiſhed for intelligence, that Sir Wil- 


c | lam Beaumont was a country gentleman of 
1 1 large fortune, juſt come of age, and entirely 
id a ſtranger to the Town: this was enough 


— to redouble his attention and civility to his 
lr new acquaintance, and their intended viſit 
SIF to the theatre being caſually mentioned, the 
his 


Colonel propoſed being of the party, to the 
C4 no 
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no ſmall delight of Sir William, who ſelt 
much gratified by the politeneſs of Lord 
Stormer and the gay Colonel. (they parted 
with apparent regret, and a mutual promiſe of 
being early viſitors at Lady Stanley's.—Sir 


Edward dropt his friend in Stanhope-ftreet ; 


and Sir William eagerly haſtened to acquaint 
his mother how highly he had been enter- 
tained, 


. 
MEN OF THE WORLD, 


ORD STORMER was at this period 
about thirty, and poſſeſſed an agreeable 
perſon, with the air and manners of a gentle- 
man; it was his misfortune to Joſe his pa- 
rents in his infancy, he was therefore a ſtran- 
ger to filial tenderneſs, nor ever experienced 
thoſe reciprocal ſweet emotions which nature 
implants 
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implants in the boſoms of parents and chil- 


dren: (by his guardians he was placed at 
Weſtminſter ſchool, and in due time re— 
moved to college) where he was ſoon initia- 
ted into all thoſe vices, which, in ſpite of the 
maſter's care, are ſure to predominate in all 
great ſeminaries: (at twenty he was ſent to 
the Continent with a tutor,) or rather a com- 
panion, for he had long ſince got above be- 
ing taught; this gentleman, whoſe finances 
were by no means ſuited to his education, 
nor indeed to his wants, knowing his lord- 
ſhip would ſoon be of age, without any pa- 
rents to ſcrutinize into his improvements, or 
control his inclination, perfectly underſtood 
his own intereſt, which he conceived muſt 
depend on gratifying his pupil in all his 
wiſhes ; under the externals of good ſenſe and 
decorum of manners, he concealed a mean 
and felfiſh ſpirit, which could facrifice the 
future happineſs of his charge to the hope of 
advancing his own fortune, Alas, how few 
are there equal to the truſt of ſuperintending 
the education and morals of a young man of 

3 | faſhion |! 


| 
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faſhion ! The honeſt and the liberal minded, 
who feel the neceſſity of performing their 
duty, too generally incur the hatred of the 
youth they wiſh to guide: fond nuſtaken pa- 


rents are wrought upon to think the precep- 


tor rigid and auſtere; and a ſtiict obſervance 


Of what he conceives due from his ſituation 


terminates too often in a cold diſiniſion from 
a thankleſs office: - Whilſt the mean, ſupple, 
ſuperficial man, who can bend his mind to 
connive at the vices of his pupil, and flatter 
the foibles of the parents, is rewarded with 
penfions, benefices, and the iriendſhip of thoſe 
whoſe morals he has helped to debaſe—Lord 
Stormer returned from the Continent to take 
poſſeſſion of a fine fortune, which his long 
minority had redeemed from the . mortgages 
his anceſtors prodigality had laid upon the 
eſtates; with a mind naturally frank, gene- 
rous and unſuſpecting, he was fond of every 
diſſipation and ſpecies of 2muſ-ment which 


was held forth to a young man of faſhion; his 


companions were ſelected from the gay and 


diſſolute; gallantry and gaming alternately 


filled 
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filled up every hour; he had brought with 


him from Italy a miſtreſs, whoſe beauty and 
voice, joined with a conſummate ſhare of art, 
had entirely captivated his mind, and led him 
into ſuch extravagance to gratify her taſte 

for expenſive pleaſures, that his fortune, 
ample as it was, ſcarcely ſufficed for the enor- 
mous demands continually made by this 
lady, and the debts of honor contracted at 
the gaming table: the conlequence was, be- 
ing always involved in difficulties, which 
hourly encreaſed, until neceſlity obliged him 
to reſort to thoſe tables, in the mean hope of. 


re-eſtabliſhing the eaſe of his own circum-_ 


ſtances by the ruin of others. 


Such was Lord Stormer when he was in- 
troduced to Sir William Beaumont : a fami- 
ly connection, through the female line, with 
Sir Edward Stanley, occaſioned a degree of 
intimacy, which otherwiſe would not have 
been ſought for by the laſt named gentleman. 
Colonel Minors had no fortune to depend 
upon, his father, a worthy reſpectable cler- 
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gyman, had in the early part of his life been 
tutor to a nobleman, who, from his ſon's 
ſhewing a predilection for the army, preſent- 
ed him with a pair of colours, and afterwards 
a lieutenancy—at the death of his father the 
little he left being divided equally between 
his mother, his ſiſter and himſelf, the two 
former retired into the country to live fru- 
gally on their little income, whilſt the bro- 
ther purchaſed a company in the guards; 


and, for a time, found his income ſuffi-- 


cient for his wants; but, unhappily for 
him, in that corps moſt of the officers were 


men of faſhion and fortune; he ſoon embibed 


their manners, their pleaſures, their vices, 
and conſequently his pay was by no means 
competent to the expences he was drawn into: 
—at firſt he had recourſe to his mother for 
an occaſional ſupply ; but not being entirely 


deſtitute of feeling and humanity, he ſoon 


revolted againſt the idea of involving ner in 
pecuniary difficulties, which to him could be 
only a temporary relief: the gaming-table 
then was a neceſſary reſource — thither he 

fle w 
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flew to ſupply his wants; and, from habits 


and neceſſity, grew ſo much attached to play, 


that every honelt generous principle his wor- 
thy father had endeavoured to inculcate, was 
totally eradicated—the gameſter is void of 
all principle, every tender feeling, every ge- 
nerous, humane ſentiment is given up ; (and, 
like Aaron's rod, a paſſion for play, ſwal- 


lows up all other paſſions, and leaves only | 


the deteſtable one of avarice.) Governed 
by this ruling paſſion, the Colonel no ſooner 
heard that Sir William Beaumont was a 
young man of large fortune, juſt launched into 
the world, than he eagerly fought to culti- 
vate an acquaintance, from which he hoped 
to derive many advantages. Sir Edward 
Stanley was really an amiable man, yet found 
himſelf often compelled to follow the lead of 
faſhion, and ſometimes frequent thoſe houſes 
_ eſtabliſhed for the ſole purpoſe of play; hence 
he became acquainted with the Colonel, whoſe 
intimacy with his relation occaſioned them 
often to meet in parties, though he by no 
means wiſhed to cultivate an unreſerved in- 

tercourſe 
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tercourſe with characters he could not alto- 


gether approve: and when he returned to a 
his lady, and mentioned their intention of 1 
Joining her party to the theatre, ſhe earneſtly . 
requeſted he would take an opportunity to es 
develope their real characters to Sir William, es 
« For I ſhould never forgive myſelf, (ſaid In. 
this amiable woman) if, through our means, a 
he formed an intimacy with perſons ſo im- a. 
proper for a young man on his firſt entrance h. 
into life.” —Sir Edward aſſured her he would WW” 
conform to her wiſhes, and have 2 rte d tete B 
with Sir William the following morning. 1 4 
a 

q 

- — — — — 0 t 
t 

E 


a ö 
A VISIT TO THE THEATRE, 


T an early hour the company aſſembled 

to Lady Stanley's, where, added to the 
engaged party, were a Mrs. and Miſs Rivers, 
: the 
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the mother, widow to a gentleman who held 
a very lucrative place at court, but unhap- 
pily having a taſte for every faſhionable ex- 
pence, lived vp to the ſull extent of his in- 
come, and at his death, which was occaſion- 
ed by a violent blow from a tennis-ball, left 
his lady and one daughter of nineteen years 
of age, with the flender proviſion of two 
thouſand pounds, the morher's fortune, which 
had been ſecured for the children,—With 
this trifle they reared to a cheap village in 
Berkſhire, and boarded at a farm houſe—the 
death of the perſon who managed their little 
alfairs obliged Mrs, Rivers to come to Lon- 
don for a few days, and having called to pay 
their reſpects to Lady Stanley previous to 


company to the theatre. This addition to 
the party was very acceptable to the gentle- 
men, for Miſs Rivers, without being a beau- 
ty, was a very pleaſing intereſting figure: 
the diſappointment of thoſe hopes ſhe once 
thought herſelf entitled to indulge, her re- 
moval from thoſe gay circles ſhe had been 

accuſtomed 


their quitting Town, ſhe had inſiſted on their 
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accuſtomed to ſhine in, to a ſtill quiet vil- 


lage, with few other companions than her 
books and muſic, had thrown a ſoft melan- 
choly over her countenance, and given a kind 
of pathetic tone to her voice, which ſunk in- 
to the heart, and procured her that atten- 
tion which a very agreeable unadorned per- 
ſon might otherwiſe have failed to excite 
from the gay and diſſipated. At the uſual 


hour they all repaired to the theatre, and Sir 


William, notwithſtanding his attention was 
much engaged by the novelty of the place, 
found means to place himſelf immediately 
behind Miſs Rivers, and although he was 
too great a novice to entertain her with the 
faſhionable chit-chat of the world, his parti- 
cular notice was not unobſerved by the mo- 
ther and daughter, the former took an op- 
portunity of making ſome enquiries concern- 
ing him, and was well ſatisfied with the in- 
formation ſhe gained. Mean time the cur- 
tain drew up and opened the new world to 
the view of Sir William; the brilliancy of 
the houſe, the beauty of the ladies, and the 

enchanting 


att 4 
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enchanting performance of Mrs. Abington, 
diſtracted his ideas, and divided his attention 
in ſuch a manner as plainly evinced to thoſe 
around him the whole was a ſcene of novelty 
—after the firſt half hour, however, he be- 
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gan to be inſenſibly attached to the bulineſs 1 
on the ſtage, and was in raptures at the con- 1 
cluſion of every act. Colonel Minors, who i} 
had been ſome. time enjoying, what he 1 
thought his ridiculous enthuſiaſm, freely 1 
ſlaping him on the ſhoulder, exclaimed, iN 
« By my ſoul, Sir William, you afford bh 


more entertainment to your neighbours than 
the play does! I preſume this is the firſt 
time you ever ſaw a play.” © It is, Sir,” re- 
turned Sir William, with ſome confuſion, 
looking around and perceiving many eyes 
rivetted on him. © By Heavens, then, I | 
envy you; for my part I am fo ſick of a con- * 
ſtant repetition of thoſe things that I ſcarcely | 
ever look at the ſtage”--©< To what purpoſe © # 
then do you come here?” ©« Merely to kill 
time, and ſee the company, that's the chief 
inducement which brings people here, or the 
poar 


= — bn S 
_ - - 3 — 2 7 — — 
DE . nt es eee mr 


— 
Arr * 
— — W 2 92 * > + « 
— - =. 8 , 7 = bY % . 
rc, ho 1 * * : * x WLMESAS Os EIT * * 


* 
: 


% - 


42 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


poor devils on the ſtage might play to empty 


boxes.” — Sir William felt mortified; he was 


delighted with his entertainment, yet the idea 
of appearing ſingular, and incurring ridicule 
by his attention, hurt him; he looked at Mils 
Rivers, her eyes were evidently wandering 
round the houſe: Lord Stormer and Sir 
Edward Stanley ſeemed deeply engaged in 
converſation, and Lady Stanley was the only 
one of the party who appeared attentive; 


happy to find one perſon to countenance him, 


he ſhifted his ſeat and preſently got behind 
her and his mother, determined that evening 


to latisfy his inclination for the play, that he 


might in future view ſuch ſcenes with faihion- 
able indifference. —The after-piece, which 
happened to be a muſical one, drew the at- 
tention of the whole houſe; he was no longer 
ſingular, —< Delightful ! charming! — Di- 
vine creature! — Encore, encore!“ echoed 
through the theatre; when the favorite 
actreſs ſung, a profound ſilence reigned in 
the houſe, and he quickly obſerved, that 
good ſentences and excellent repreſenta- 


tions 
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tions of the follies of mankind met with 
little regard or applauſe, whilſt ſounds, wich- 
out ſenſe, threw every body into raptures: 
—— but 'twas the faſhion of the day to 
be muſically mad, and thoſe who were ab- 
ſurd enough to prefer a rational entertain. 
ment to a flimſy opera, were poor inſipid 
beings, without taſte or enthuſiaſm.— Sir Wil- 
lam watched Lord Stormer and the Colo— 
nel, and joined in the praiſes they beſtowed 
on Mrs, Billington, determined to copy as 
cloſcly as poſſible the ſentiments and man- 
ners which he ſaw were univerſally faſhion= 
able, When the curtain dropt, and the party 
prepared to ſeparare, Colonel Minors took 
Sir William by the hand, “ As you are a 
ſtranger to Town, Sir, ſaid he, I ſhall be 
happy to have the honor of your acquaint- 
ance, and introduce you to ſuch faſhionable 
circles as I am ſure will afford you great 
pleaſure.” „ You do me honor, Colonel, 
(ſaid Sir William, bowing) I ſhall be at all 
times happy to attend you.“ „“ Well, then, 
(returned he, careleſsly,) I will Preakfaſt with 
Eos you 
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you to-morrow at eleven.” Sir William 
was delighted with the freedom of this ſelf. 
invitation; and promiſed himſelf a world of 
pleaſure from an acquaintance ſo deſirable, 


Lady Beaumont finding Mrs, Rivers was in 


Green-ftreet, politely offered to ſet her and 
her daughter down, and, from the natural 
benevolence of her diſpoſition, treated the 
ladies with peculiar marks of reſpect and at- 
tention : ſhe enquired what ſtay they made 
in Town, and expreſſed a wiſh to be favor- 
ed with their company in Stanhope-ſtreet, 
Mrs. Rivers felt highly gratified by this in- 
vitation, which ſhe politely accepted, ſaying, 
her buſineſs would detain her a few days 
longer in London. After they were ſet 
down, her ladyſnip and Sir William took a 
ſlight refreſhment : ſhe aſked him how he 
had paſſed the evening? © With much plea- 
ſure I aſſure you, madam, as it has been 
the means of introducing me to the acquaint- 
ance of ſuch gentlemen as are capable of 
giving me the information I wiſh to obtain, 
reſpecting feſhions and the cuſtoms of the 

world.“ 


„ 
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world.” © TI ſuppoſe you mean Lord Stor- 
mer and Colonel Minors, (replied ſhe ;) of 
their diſpoſitions and morals J know nothing, 
though I ſhould ſuppoſe they are not unwor- 
thy your intimacy becaule they viſit at Lady 
Stanley's: yet, my dear, if I may be per- 
mitted to adviſe, you ſhould be cautious of 
contracting an intimacy until we learn their 


characters. Dear madam, (interrupted 
Sir William, ) you are ſo ſuſpicious, can you 


believe Sir Edward Stanley would introduce 
improper perſons to us; we are aſſured they 
are men of rank and faſhion, and I have 
not a doubt but their characters are unex- 
ceptionable.” He ſpoke this with an air fo 
peremptory and pettiſh that Lady Beaumont 
thought proper to deſiſt from any further 
obſervations, 
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) 


CHAP. VI. 
A MODERN PARENT. 


* 7 HEN Mrs. Rivers and her daughter 
were retired to their apartment, the 
former aſked Anna, what ſhe thought of Sir 
Wuliam Beaumont; © He is a very hand- 
ſome man, (replied ſhe,) but I believe very 
little acquainted with the world.” © 80 
much the better, (ſaid Mrs. Rivers,) you 
know, Anna, how much we are reduced in 
point of circumſtances; and though Lady 
Stanley, and a few others treat us with kind- 
neſs, yet we are compelled to conſider their 
civilities as obligations, than which notking 
can be more mortiftying—now, with your 
perſon and accompliſhments, you have a 
Tight to ſet ſome value on yourſelf, and if I 
am not miſtaken, Sir William Beaumont 
took 
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took very particular notice of you; I ſhall 
therefore deſer our return to the country, and 
cultivate the intimacy which will naturally 
ariſe if we accept Lady Beaumont's invita- 
tion.“ © Ah, (cried Miſs Rivers) I fear I 
have little chance of engaging Sir William's 
attent 'on; he will be introduced into the gay 
world; and a girl whoſe attractions are not 
very brilliant, and who is deveſted of all ad- 
vantages from fortune and connection, can 
have little hopes of ſucceſs.“— You are a 
ſimpleton, (cried her mother) and know no- 
thing of the foundation of my expectations : 
this young man, I learned from Lady Stan- 
ley, has a very large fortune, has all his life 
been bred up in the country, and therefore 
may be eaſily biaſſed by thoſe who think it 
worth their while to attempt gaining him, 
You have no fortune, *tis true, whillt I live, 
and therefore *tis neceſſary you ſhould endea- 
vour to gain a good ſcttlement.“ —© Un- 
doubtedly, madam, (anſwered Anna) but I 


fear” — © Fear nothing, (ſaid Mrs, Rivers 


pettiſhly) you have a very good perſon, child, 


you 
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you dance and play well, and, if you manage 
your cards properly, I have little doubt of 
your ſucceſs—pay him much attention, find 
out his favorite ſubjects, accord with his 
ſentiments, and, my life for it, you will ſoon 
become a favorite.“ Miſs Rivers, who had 
unhappily from her infancy been brought up 
in a line of diſſipation, by an imprudent mo- 
ther, who had early taught her every bleſſing 


3 
of life depended on riches, and that beauty ö Wn 
and a few ſuperficial accompliſhments were all WM :.. 

| that were neceſſary to recommend a young Gori 
| girl to the notice of the world, had, on the 1 
| death of her father, experienced the ſevereſt you 
| mortification—unable to figure in thoſe gay viſh 

i} circles which his ſituation had entitled her to 511 

I enter, treated with coldneſs by her equals and wh 

[ with contempt by her ſuperiors, ſhe felt every Gon 

| diſtreſs which humbled pride and a conſcious 

| inferiority of fortune could produce. — With- es 


out any reſources within themſelves to pro- ber 
cure amuſement, or enable them to employ 
their hours profitably, The mother and 
daughter retired to a ſmall village to brood 
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over their misfortunes, and regret thoſe days 
of pleaſure which ſeemed for ever fied. 

Ye imprudent parents who throw away 
thoſe hours on 1dle frivolous amuſements 
which ſhould be dedicated to the inſtruction 
of your rifing offspring, who fill their heads 
with vanity, and neglect to ſtore their minds 
with wiſdom and goodneſs, who in the hour 


of adverſity, to which all are ſubject, can 


have no retroſpect to afford a gleam of com- 
fort; but, conſcious that by imprudence you 


have invited ſorrow and remorſe, and that 


you have endeavoured, by idle dreams and 
viſionary hopes, to ſubdue reflection and 
build up caſtles which have no foundation; 
what recompence can you make to thoſe un- 
fortunate beings whole educations you have 
neglected, and on whom you have entailed 
miſery in this life, and a dreadful proſpect 
hereafter, from the omiſſion of thoſe duties 
k was your bulinels to fee performed! 
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The unfortunate Anna Rivers had been 
bred in the ſchool of vanity, and had too 
deeply embibed the pernicious maxims of 
the gay world, who hold nothing contemp-— 
tible but poverty, and conſider riches as a 
paſſport into what 1s called the beſt company, 
and an equivalent for the deficiency of birth 
or merit. She was eaſily perſuaded there- 
fore to ſecond the views of her imprudent 
mother, and plan ſchemes for ſeducing the 
affections of Sir William Beaumont. — The 
very next morning was fixed on to pay their 


viſit to Lady Beaumont, and the interme- 


diate time employed in regulating their fu- 
ture plans, | 
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CHAP. VII. 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF A WEAK JUDGMENT, 
HE following morning at the appoint- 
ed hour Colonel Minors appeared at 


Sir William Beaumont's breakfaſt table, and 
Lady Beaumont chooſing to have her tca in 


her dreſſing room, the new friends had a 


tete d téte —“ Tis aſtoniſhing Sir William, 
(ſaid the Colonel) that you ſhould have lived 
ſecluded from London ſo many years and re- 


ecived a home education; why, you muſt be 
rather a novice in the manners and cuſtoms. 


of the great world. Entirely ſo; I have 
no acquaintance in London but the Stanleys 
and a Mr. and Miſs Thornhill in the city, to 
whom my mother introduced me two days 


ago.“ “ In the city! what could induce her 


ladyſhip to form city acquaintances ? take 
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my word for it they are nobody at this end of 
the Town ; you want far different intimates : 
pardon my freedom, Sir William, but you 
have been ſo long ruſticated that *tis neceſſary 
to cultivate the acquaintance of young men 
of faſhion, who can give you the poliſh which 
is requiſite to make a figure in polite circles,” 
© Indeed, Colonel, IJ am very fortunate in 
my introduction to you, (replied Sir Wil- 
liam,) I have ſeen none more capable than 
yourſelf of giving the lead to my future im- 
provements, and I feel much obliged by 
your very friendly attentions.” —< It will af- 


ford me great pleaſure to be of ſervice to you; 


(anſwered the Colonel) ſuppoſe we ſtep into 
St. James's ſtreet to look over the papers, 
take a turn or two in the Mall, then have 
our horſes and go to Hyde-park, which 
will fill up the hours till dreſſing time.— 
Apropos; ſuppoſe you dine with me, Lord 
Stormer, and a few friends, at the T hatched- 
houſe;” © I ſhould like it of all things, (ſaid 
Sir William,) but my mother, perhaps, 
might not be pleaſed, and your friends might 
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think me an intruder; “ O, as to the lat- 
ter part of your apprehenſion, I can do it 
away at once, by engaging that my friends 
will think themſelves obliged to me for the 
introduction; the former, indeed, I can ſay 
| nothing to: he then added, with a ſmile ra- 
ther bordering on contempt, “ but if your 
| mother meant to hold you {till in lead— 
| ing ſtiings ſhe had better have kept you in 
| the country for life.” —— This ſarcaſm 
| bad its effect, Sir William's pride took fire, 
the impetuoſity of his temper returned, and 
| rifing inſtantly, © you are right Colonel, 
| (cried he,) Surely my mother has no title to 
control my actions now; and this day I ſhall 
| dedicate to you.” —© You do me honor and 
| pleaſure, (returned the artful Minors:) tet 
us then be going.“ -The gentlemen imme— 
diately ſallied forth; — ſome little time after, 
| Lady Beaumont came down ſtairs, and en- 
| cuiring for her ſon, was ſurpriſed to find he 
| was gone out without paying her the compli- 
| ment of the morning; ſhe felt hurt at this 
| little mark of diſreſpect, but ſuppoſing he 
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54 ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 
might be gone to Sir Edward Stanley's, was 


not uneaſy at his abſence—in the courſe of 


the morning ſhe received a viſit from Mrs, 


and Miſs Rivers, the compaſſion ſhe fr 
for Mrs. Rivers's ſituation induced her ty 
treat them with the higheſt politeneſs and 
civility, and as Mrs, Rivers took occaſion t9 
obſerve her buſineſs would oblige her to x 


longer reſidence in Town, Lady Beaumont: 
warmly invited them to a frequent repetition 
of their viſits, and, beſore they ſeparated, to 
the no ſmall delight of the artful Mis, 
Rivers, they were engaged to ſpend the fol. 
lowing day but one, in Stanhope-ſtreet. 


WHILE 


Diſappointed in not finding Sir William at 
home they hurried to Lady Stanley's, fc 
was from home likewiſe, they then dirccted 
their ſteps to Hyde-park, and very ſcon re- 
cognized the gentleman they ſought lor, 
with Colonel Minors, and two or three others 
of equal merit and faſhion—the gentlemen 
ſeeing the ladies unattended, delivered til! 
horſes to the ſervants and joined in the! 
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walk —by accident Sir William was placed 
next Miſs Rivers, ſhe made the moſt of the 
advantage by paying him the greateſt atten- 
tion, coincided with his opinions, praiſed the 
juſtneſs of his remarks, and declared there 
was peculiar pleaſure in accompanying a 
gentleman in his firſt view of the world who 
was capable of ſuch judicious obſervations: 
— in this manner ſhe engaged Sir William's 
attention; he began to conſider her perſon, 
which was really very pleaſing, and ſet off 
with ſtudied advantage; he thought her 
beautiful, ſenſible and entertaining, ſhe flat- 
tered his ſelf-conſequence, which had re- 
ceived a conſiderable check fince his being 
in London, and to be approved by a young 
lady, elegant and faſhionable as Mit Rivers, 
was a diſtinction which gave him much plea - 
ſure and engaged his gratitude. After wall - 
ing a conſiderable time, the gentlemen con- 
ducted the ladies home, but not before a 
party was made for the play in the evening. 
— Sir William returned home to dreſs, not 
a little delighted with 15 morning enter- 


D 4 
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tainment, which had prolonged the time till 


four o'clock—Lady Beaumont's accuſtomed 
dinner hour :—ſhe was waiting his return 
with ſome degree of impatience, when ſhe 
heard his voice calling for the ſervant to 
dreſs him ſhe was a little ſurpriſed that he 
had not looked in upon, her firſt, as ſhe had 
not ſeen him all day, and therefore, ſent to 
acquaint him dinner was ready to be ſerv. 
up, and that ſhe would gladly excuſe his 
undreſs rather than have it ſpoil. Judge 
her ſurpriſe, when the ſervant returned with 
his maſter's compliments, and that he was 
engaged to dine with Colonel Minors, but 
would call in and fee her when he was drel- 
Hted!—Thunderſtruck by ſuch a meſſage, ſhe 
was very little capable of compoſing herſelf 
to dine; the little ſhe had ſeen of Colonel 
Minors did not recommend him to her fa- 
vor; and he appeared one of the laſt men 
{he ſhould have withed for a companion to 
her ſon; yet he was received by the Stanleys, 
and ſhe might judge erroneouſly ; ſhe could 
not expect Sir William would be confined to 

ner; 
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her; but, nevertheleſs, ſhe might have ſup- 


poſed he would not have formed any engage- 


ment to dine out without previouſly acquaint- 
ing her with the invitation. Theſe unplea- 
ſant reflections were interrupted by the en- 
trance of Sir William, who approached her 


in ſome little confuſion, from a conſciouſneſs. 


of having not paid her his cuſtomary atten- 
tion that day.— Good morning to you, 


William, I hope you have ſpent an agreeable 
morning.— Pray how do the Stanleys do?“ 


« ] don't know, indeed, (rephed he, in a 
careleſs manner ;) I have not ſeen them“ 
« No !—Then with whom have you ſpent 
ſuch a long morning, and made an engage- 
ment to dinner?” * With Colonel Minors: 
we have been in Hyde-park, and I dine with 
him and ſome, other young men of faſhion, at 
the Thatched-houſe in St. James's- ſtreet.“ — 


« Ah, William, your intimates are very 


ſoon choſen, and with your uſual impetuo- 


ſity, without enquiring how far Colonel Mi- 
nors and thoſe young men of faſhion. may 


deſerve your attention.“ -* Why really, 
| * madam, 
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madam, (replied he) 1 don't think it neceſ- 
ſary to go from houſe to houſe to enquire 
their characters, as you would do in the 
country when about to hire a ſervant.” «© And 
yet, (ſaid ſhe) of how much more conſe. 
quence is it to be cautious in the company 
you ſelect than in hiring a ſervant; who, at 
worſt, can only injure your property, whilit 
men of bad morals may irreparably deſtroy 
your peace of mind.” — «© Well, madam, 
(anſwered he with a haughty air,) it will be 
time enough to give up my acquaintance 
when I am convinced of their unworthineſs ; 
at preſent I entertain no ſuch apprehenſions.“ 
— He then took leave, with cold civility, 
and haſtened to his appointment. For ſome 
time after he left her, Lady. Beaumont feit 
the moſt poignant uneaſineſs—all the evils 
ſhe had apprehended ſeemed realized; it ap- 
peared of the higheſt conſequence to inveſti- 
cate the character of Colonel Minors; and, 
notwithſtanding the very unfaſhionable hour, 
ſhe ordered her carriage and drove to Lady 
Stanley's,» That lady had juſt riſen from 
| her 
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. her dinner, and was rather ſurpriſed at ſuch 
ire an early viſit, though always happy to ſee 
he Lady Beaumont, who apologiſed for break- 
nd ing in upon her ſo abruptly, and then, with- 


out ceremony opened the buſineſs which 


ny brought her there. 

Ar 

Ut « New to the world, my dear Lady Stan- 
oy ley, poor William is in danger of being the 
n, dupe of the firſt artful men who ſhall engage 
be his inclinations in their favor; his ſudden 
ce violent attachment to Colonel Minors makes 
S; me uneaſy, yet, I ſhould hope without any 


cauſe; for, as he is admitted a viſitor to your 


Ys ladyſhip, I ſuppoſe he is worthy of the diſ- 
1e tinction; but to ſpeak candidly, I wiſh to 
lt know his character from you.“ *© Indecd, 
is my dear madam, (replied Lady Stanley) I 
J- am much concerned that an accidental meet- 
1— ing in the park ſhould have introduced him 
J, to Sir William's acquaintance; he is certain— 
p, ly a diſſipated man, and not by any means 
y a fit companion for him; unfortunately he is 


too intimate with Lord Stormer, who being 
6. related 
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related to our family ſometimes calls in, and 
has once or twice brought the Colonel with 
him.” © Ah! (faid Lady Beaumont, tis 
as I feared: an intimacy with that man will 
ruin my ſon: ſtranger as he is to the vices 
and deceits of mankind, he will judge from 
falſe appearances, and be captivated by thoſe 
various amuſements ſo difficult to be with- 


ſtood by the young and unwary.“ © I fear, 


my dear Lady Beaumont, (replied Lady 
Stanley) Sir William will find many tutors 
in this great Town equally as unqualified for 
the office as Colonel Minors; I have, how- 


ever, defired Sir Edward to develop, as far 


as he prudently can, his character to your 
ſon, and to give him a little advice in a 
friendly manner —'tis a delicate point, and 
muſt be managed accordingly; but you will 
pardon me for obſerving, that it will be bet- 
ter to take no notice at preſent of his pur- 
ſuits, leſt you ſhould make him reſerved in 
his communications, and leſſen that affcc- 
tion he appears to have for ſo good a parent; 
beſides, your filence will throw a greater 
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weight in the obſervations of Sir Edward; 
gently to wean him from improper connec- 
tions muſt be our plan—harſh methods, in- 
dependent as he 1s, would too probably en- 
creaſe the evil.“ Lady Beaumont warmly 
acknowledged her ſenſe of this kind advice, 
which ſhe determined implicitly to follow; 
and, after fitting an hour or two took leave, 
as Lady Stanley had an engagement on her 
hands for the evening. Lady Beaumont re- 
turned home, and eagerly waited for her ſon's 
appearance. The next day was appointed 


for the return of the Thornhill's viſit, and as. 


ſhe ſuppoſed Mr. Thornhill would be with 
her early in the morning to ſettle ſome buſi- 


neſs, previous to his ſiſter's coming, ſhe 


amuſed herſelf by looking over papers and 
getting every thing 1n order, to fave time and 
trouble. 


Sir William was conducted by Colonel 


Minors to the Thatched-houſe, Lord Stor- 


mer and ſeveral other young men of faſhion 
were already tifere; they received Sir Wil- 
ham 
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liam with the utmoſt freedom and politeneſs; 
an excellent dinner, and a very free circula- 
tion of the glaſs inſpired the company with 
the higheſt ſpirits; and a thouſand brilliant c 
ſallies and pleaſant repartees paſſed amongit | 
them; and when the dinner-party brok up, t 
and Colonel Minors reminded Sir William of 1 v 
their engagement in Green-ſtreet, it was witn | . v 
extreme reluctance he quitted ſuch delighful 1 it 
companions, nor was he ſuffered to depart e 
until he had engaged to ſup there the follow- f 
ing evening. They then repaired to the la- N 
dies who impatiently waited for them. Miss 
Rivers's marked attention and the great 
complaiſance of Mrs. Rivers towards Sir 
William did not fail to engage the obſerva- 
tion of the Colonel, who preſently developed 
their ſcheme, and ſaw the train laid to catch . 
the affections of the Baronet, this plan it was 
his intereſt to diſconcert: if Sir William 
became attached to Miſs Rivers, all his 
deſigns would prove abortive ; he eaſily pe- 
netrated into the views of Mrs. Rivers, but 
he had taken a fancy to the Baronet's eſtate 
himſelf, 


"x 6 er hogs on 
S 3 7 2 —— 
F . n 
P Ee) c : 
o i I ; 
2 WIL 3 ; F 4 x Ep 


= - _ _— > — - _ — — — — _— — — — 
2 . a > : 1 — — —— — ” a; Y — od on = 
8 - — — —— 8 — 5 — —_— ——— —— : a 
— — - - — — — yy — . 
— — E EE = Tor had g c Sa —— — g 
4 - — . - oe. =_ — £ — — 

— * — —— —— : — — = — 

— — — — —— — — - — — — — — — — — 
9 — —_ 2 K. . — — — — p - _ — — 4 
— ; — . ——_—_——_——— " * CEE C2 — — 34 — 

8 2 — . I * e — — — — = 
— a — 2 2 — - 
— 22 —— — Y 2 8 — o — = —  -- > oo < _ a 
© EEE IIS = — — - 


— 4 
—— —_ — * . 
- — hos 


25 5 2 
. - " 
— 
2 - AR Ss * — — —— — *.4 — — — * — — — 
_ n — — = — — ba — — —Ü—U—ä— — — — — - — 
— — —ů— 6 - —_ 8 —— — 5 — «a _ —— — > _ OI Ay —— — — — 
1 ” —— — — — _ * — — 
— — —— >< ET. Fo ANI. 8 my — — — _ - 1 = — — by = — —— — 
Ce rene pores — want — 1 - be * — : 267 mat - 3 8 12 
9 8 why - roms yn — > Io 7 8 * Fw — = rr - 4 
— — — 4 LY — ny — — — ins bs — — * . — ——— — 
— - — — — — —— —— > _— . _— — — >> — — - 2 - — 3 — — — 
- = — EE * —————— r - —— - — 3 — — — 2 — — 
. — — —— 8 — — Deas nes = — — we — — — — — 
i 


DD Do —Z!w 22 
Wn 


Þ--" _ 


— 2 A 


e 
_ yew} „ 


— 


2 
— «AI gr _s 
r - a u ,. 7 ** 
- — - > > Es: - — 
IX 


[ 
N 
{ 

; 
5 
No 
15 
F. 4 
o 1 
"4 
[/ * 
* 
1 
1 
11 
4 
TH 
1 * 
140 
+ 51 180 
"nh 
TY 
V3: bs 
4251 F% 
ny 
pt */ 
1 
45 
N 
N 
22 
"bp 
-Þ 
1 
! 
1 
4k 
D 
+ 
"Ks & 
"ue 
yy 
4.1% If 
Ris 1 
74h 
7 
y 
. 4.7 
75 
75 ! 
48% 
4 { 
H. 
N 
1 
. 
1 \ 
ay 
PLL 
$65.14 
' 
by 

_ 
le) 
* 
yl 
2 
5 
9; 

. Þ © 
Bt 
N 
LEE 

} 
F 
| 
; 
9 
4 
4! 
8 K 
| 
4 
by 
19 


bY 

ol 
"| 
5 
2 
{ 
1 
K| 
3-4 
oY 
x 
i 


5 

r 

— Ar — — — 
— — — 


< — 
2 
— —— 


6 ä —̃ ṹVNN— 
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himſelf, and therefore was bound to prevent 
an artful ambitious mother and a young ex- 
travagant daughter from depriving him of ſo 
conſiderable a booty; he reſolved carefully 
to watch, and as much as poſſible to coun- 
teract their deſigns. The play that evening 


was ſeated by Sir William, appeared much 
intereſted 1 in the piece; ſhe ſighed, languiſh- 
ed, and uttered her ſentiments of the per- 
formance in ſuch a melting tone, and accom- 
panicd her words with ſuch tender glances, 
that her companion found himſelf irreſiſtably 
engaged, he gazed on her with tenderneſs 
and delight, thought her the moſt charming 


ment was over, and the ladies ſafely conduct- 


why 7 R 
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of the Colonel to ſup at a tavern, more from 
am an earneſt deſire to reflect on the pleaſures 


his I of the evening, and the charms of Miſs 


pe- Rivers, than from any anxiety to reheve the 
but uneaſy mind of his mother, who, neverthe- 


tate les, had ſpent the evening in the moſt cruel 


elf, uneaſineſs. 


was Romeo and Juliet, Miſs Rivers, who 


female in the world; and when the entertain- 


ed home, he withſtood all the ſolicitations 
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uneaſineſs. Affection had ſo much got the 
better of the reſentment ſhe felt at his beha- 
viour in the morning, that on his entrance 
ſhe received him with tranſports—he very 
readily acquainted her with the tranſactions 
of the day, and ſhe was not a little pleaſed to 
find he had been with Mrs. Rivers and her 
daughter, of whom ſhe entertained the higheſt 
opinion :—ſhe reminded him of the Thorn- 
hills' viſit the enſuing day, and it being a 
late hour they ſeparated with mutual ſatisfac- 
tion. Sir William could not ſleep, he found 
full employment for his thoughts in review- 


ing the tranſactions of the day: the company 


he had dined with were models worthy his 
imitation, and he reſolved to copy their 
manners and acquire their eaſe and good 
breeding, which he perceived was abſolutely 
neceſſary to obtain the reputation of a man 
of faſhion. —Miſs Rivers next appeared to his 


imagination the molt lovely of her ſex, her 


ſenſe and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition were en- 
chanting, he longed for the morning that he 
might pay his compliments to her, and was 

| delighted 


fit 
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delighted wit:. s good fortune in having, 
ſo ſoon after b. ariival in Town, been intro- 

duced to con my and companions fo de- | 
ſirable.— Such ec the plealing and deluſive 
reveries of „ ing people, who, without 
judgment iufic cat to penctrate into real cha- 
raters, are ca: ht by externals, and having 


their ſc}*-coni..,, 'nce graited by the appa- 
rent attention meet with from the artful 
and deſignine oth ſexes, find too much 
pleaſure in ti vun, to with for better in- 
formation, a for every occaſion to 


juſtify an cariy prepoſſeſſion, which too often 
gives the colour to their future days. 


CHAP. 
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CTHAF Yi. 
MUTUAL DECEPTION. 


EFORE Sir William had finiſhed his 

breakfaſt, his dear friend, the Colonel, 
preſented himfelf to attend his morning ex- 
curſions, and in fact, to prevent any tete à 


tẽtes between his pupil and Miſs Rivers — 


without the leaſt ſuſpicion of his views Sir 
William received him with the warmeſt ac- 
knowledgments for his kind attention, and 
they ſoon ſallied forth to Green- ſtreet.— Art- 
ful people quickly read each other; Mis. 
Rivers was by no means pleaſed to ſee the 
Colonel, he was too knowing to be taken in, 
and ſhe dreaded his influence over his com- 
panion ; 'twas neceſſary, however, to be ci- 
vil, and as Miſs Rivers had already receiv « 
ed inſtructions to attach herſelf to the Baro- 
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net; the old lady addreſſed all her politeneſs 
to the Colonel, which was to anſwer the 
double purpoſe of keeping his attention en- 
gaged and giving opportunities for a parti- 
cular converſation to the others, which was 
extremely well ſupported by the young lady, 
to the no ſmall delight of her auditor.— 
Muſic being accidentally mentioned, Mits 
was ordered to ſing the laſt new ſongs; ihe 
lamented, that being in lodgings there was 
no harpſichord, but added, that if buſineſs 
ſhould happen to detain them any time in 
Town, ſhe muſt certainly hire one, however, 
ſhe would ſing thoſe airs as well as ſhe could, 
as ſhe made it a rule to comply with her mo- 
ther's wiſhes; and to her requeſt ſhe appealed 
as an excuſe for the little entertainment her 
voice could afford; after this well-timed apo- 
logy ſhe began, and having really a very pret- 
ty voice and ſome taſte, the gentlemen were 
in raptures, particulary Sir William, who 
had not been in the habits of hearing ſongs 
ſo well executed, his praiſes therefore were 
warm and extravagant, and highly gratified 

the 
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the ladies. After a very long viſit a walk 
was propoſed, which Sir William very un- 
willingly was obliged to decline, his mother 
having requeſted he would be at home to 
receive Mr. Thornhill, and tranſact the bu- 
ſineſs neceſſary to be ſettled, now he was of 
age, The Colonel was diſappointed of his 
company at dinner, and the ladies not pleat- 
ed at his ſecluſion for the remainder of the 
 day—he lamented the diſagreeable engage- 
ment, but bid the Colonel depend on ſeeing 
him at night, invited him to meet the ladies 
the following day to dine with his mother, and 
aſſured the latter he would wait on them 
early to conduct them to Stanhope-ſtreet— 
they then ſeparated, the ladies entertaining 
the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs, the Colo- 
nel determined to counteract their views, and 
Sir William quite intoxicated with love and 


admiration of Miſs Rivers. On his return 


home, he found Sir Edward Stanley, who 
warmly complained of his neglect, and re- 
minded him of his wiſh to be ſerviceable to 
him, and introduce him to a worthy ſet of 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance; the Baronet made a con- 
fuſed apology, adding, he was greatly in- 
debted to him for the pleaſure of an agreeable 
acquaintance in Colonel Minors.—< Indeed 
you are not; (ſaid Sir Edward,) I certainly 
never meant to introduce the Colonel to an 
intimacy with you; my knowledge of him 
is very ſlender, and ſuch as it is would not 
warrant me to wiſh him the companion of a 
friend of mine. Why not, Sir? (replied 
Sir William,) I apprehend there 1s a very 
friendly intercourſe between the Colonel and 
your relation Lord Stormer,” —< There is 
ſo; yet, notwithſtanding this, I think him 
much too gay and diſſipated to be a valuable 
acquaintance, Men who have lived long in 
the world are frequently thrown into ſociety 
by no means deſirable, you have in that re- 
ſpect ſome advantages; new to the Town 
you are at liberty to chooſe your com- 
panions, and if you will profit by the experi- 
ence of a man ſome years older than yourſelf, 
and permit me to point out ſome worthy 
perſons to your knowledge, -I think you will 
have no reaſon to repent the truſt repoſed in 


me.“ 
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me.“ —<© You are very obliging, Sir, (an- 
ſwered Sir William coldly ;) I ſhall be hap. 
py to be known to your friends.” Sir Ed. 
ward Stanley had too much good ſenſe to 
preſs the point any farther then, or to appear 
offended at the other's reſerve; atter a little 
common- place chat, he took leave; and Sir 
William retired to dreſs, much diſpleaſed at 
Stanley's obſervations, and ſcarcely able to 
recover his temper before the arrival of Mr, 
Thornhill; about two hours adjuſted the 
| buſineſs they had to tranſact, and every thing 
was ſettled to their mutual ſatisfaction. The 
arrival of Miſs Thornhill gave Lady Beau- 
mont infinite pleaſure, for ſhe had conceived 
a very warm eſteem for that young lady from 
the little ſhe had ſeen of her diſpoſition, which 
ſeemed calculated to invite attention, and 
never to diſappoint the expectations formed 
of her—but far different were the ſentiments 
of Sir William from thoſe he had at firſt en- 
tertained of this worthy brother and ſiſter 
the contraſt between them and the Colonel 
and Miſs Rivers, was indeed very ſtriking, 
there, all was gaiety, wit, and freedom, 


here, was ſweetneſs, and good ſenſe, mixed 
with 
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with a proper decorum.—When firſt intro- 
duced to the Thornhills Sir William was 
aſtoniſhed at their politeneſs, but now there 
appeared a ſtiffneſs, an undeſcribeable ſome- 
thing wanting, to give them that eaſe and 
poliſh ſo conſpicuous 1n the others: in ſhort, 


he could eſteem and reſpect them, but they 


were no longer entitled to his admiration ; 
there were others ſtill more perfect, and 
though he allowed Miſs Thornhill to be 
very pleaſing and accompliſhed, her attrac- 
tons bore no degree of comparifon with the 
charming Miſs Rivers and the elegant Colo- 
nel. Lady Beaumont ſaw with infinite pain, 
that Sir William paid very ſlight attention to 
her worthy gueſts, and when ſhe preſſed 
them to. finiſh the evening there, he neither 


joined in the requeſt nor expreſſed any regret 


at parting—he promiſed ſoon to accompany 
his mother in a return of the viſit, but the 
air of indifference with which he ſpoke, evi- 


dently proved it would afford him little 
pleaſure, 


The 
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The moment their carriage drove off, he 
took up his hat. —“ Are you going out, 
William?” ſaid her ladyſhip, with much 
ſurpriſe, © Yes, madam ; I engaged to meet 
Lord Stormer, Colonel Minors and ſome 


others this evening at the Thatched-houſe.“ 


« Upon my word, (replied ſhe,) you make 
good uſe of your time; not a week in Town, 
and already to have acquired ſuch a ſt 
of faſhionable acquaintance ; you will ſoon 
ſhake off the ruſt of a country education ;— 
however, (added ſhe, with a more ſerious 
air,) I flatter myſelf, my dear ſon, you will 
never be drawn into gaming parties; you 


know fo little of all kinds of games, of either 


mill or chance, that I hope you will not 
run the hazard of being duped by the more 
knowing ones.“ © I do not intend it, (re- 
plied he,) but 'tis neceſſary I ſhould mix a 
little with the world, and I am certainly 
obliged to thoſe gentlemen for their civili- 
ties.” He then made a cool bow and walked 
off haſtily to his engagement. He found 
the company all aſſembled, though 1t was an 

early 
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early hour : Lord Stormer and one of the 
party were engaged with the dice Box, ano- 
ther ſet was at a whiſt table; the Colonel 
with two others were amuſing themſelves 
with obſerving the game, and now and then 
betting a trifle :—on Sir William's entrance 
he was received with general ſatisfaction, and 
like the others for ſome time was diverted 
by the players. Do you underſtand whiſt?” 
(aſked the Colonel in a careleſs way) © Very 
little (faid Sir William), © that's juſt the 
caſe with me and theſe two gentlemen, we 
have not ſkill ſufficient to oppoſe our friends 
here, but I am tired of looking on, and ſince 
we are much on a par as to knowledge of whiſt 


ſuppoſe we play a ſingle game to paſs the 
time 'till their rubber is finiſhed.” - Sir Wil- 


liam heſitated, his mother's caution occur- 
red to him, © Nay, (ſaid the Colonel) 'tis 
wholly indifferent to me,“ © and to me,” 
added one of the others, < pho, (ſaid the 
third,) to what purpoſe ſtand idling here? 
we can't talk and may as well throw away 
our time with the cards for half an hour.” 


KR 5 
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As the other two aſſented, Sir William 
had not reſolution to give a denial, and 
cards were immediately called for.— How 
many are the unfortunates of both ſexes who 
owe their ruin to that imbecility of mind, 
that irreſolution which prevents their declin- 
ing propoſals their heart does not aſſent to 
— Without any opinion of their own, or, if 
they have an opinion, without fortitude to 
ſupport it againſt perſuaſion, or, perhaps, 
ridicule; they ſubmit their judgment to the 
caprice of others, and are imperceptibly, 
againſt their reaſon, drawn into errors, nay, 
often into vices, from which they would at 
firſt have ſhrunk with horror —how neceſſary 
is it, therefore, to direct young minds in the 
choice of their companions, and, by early 
diſplaying the folly of a weak judgment and 
he various artifices of mankind, teach them 

to judge with deliberation and never blindly 
follow the lead of others, or give up an opi- 
nion, juſtly founded, where either their ho- 
nor or happineſs is concerned. Sir William 
Beaumont had at this time no fondneſs for 
play, his mother's admonition was not for- 
got, 
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got, yet, unwilling to diſappoint others, par- 
ticularly the Colonel, to whom he conceiv- 
ed himſelf ſo much obliged, he acquieſced, 
and ſeated himſelf at the table: they cut, and 
a Mr. Morton was allotted for his partner 
they played the firſt game only for a guinea, 
Sir William won; the next game the ſtakes 
were doubled, and, in ſhort, after ſitting 
three hours Sir William aroſe from the table 
in high ſpirits, near fifty guineas in pocket, 
and praiſed by the whole party for his ſkill 
and knowledge of the game—elated with his 
good fortune, and gratified by the compli. 


ments he received, he paſſed the evening in 


ſuch high good humour, and was ſo delighted 
with his companions, that he very readily ac- 
corded with their requeſt to meet them the 
following evening at Brooks's. It was be- 
tween three and four in the morning when he 
returned home; poor Andrew who had fat 
up with his valet, was in the utmoſt anxiety, 
nor could be perſuaded but ſome terrible ac- 


cident muſt have happened to his maſter ; 


the valet ridiculed his fears, and aſſured him 
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75 
no man of faſhion ever entered his houſe till 
day light: and that even a ſober citizen, 
when the buſineſs of the day was over, re- 


paired to ſome tavern or coffee. houſe and re- 


galed himſelf till two or three in the morn- 


ing.— Andrew lifted up his hands and pathe- 


tically lamented that his dear lady ſhould 
ever have brought maſter and himſelf to ſuch 
a vile place, where they turned day into night. 
Sir William's arrival put an end to his cares, 
and he very readily obeyed the order which 
ſent him to bed. This one fatal evening had 
done irreparable miſchief, it had inſpired the 
Baronet with a fondneſs for play, and a con- 
fidence in his own ſkill; always ſatisfied with 
himſelf, his vanity received abundance of 
gratification from the praiſes of others; he 
now began to live; pleaſures aſſailed him on 


every ſide; the mornings he would divide 
between Miſs Rivers and Hyde-Park, the 


evenings ſhould be devoted to his noble 


friends; and to follow their lead he conceived 
muſt be the road to happineſs: — he reſigned 


cm to ſleep under the pleaſing illuſion of 
being 
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being a happy man. When the morning was 

far advanced Lady Beaumont ſent to know if 
he was well. Being diſturbed by the ſervant 
and informed it was paſt eleven o'clock, he 
haſtily threw on his cloaths and prepared to 
attend his mother ; at this moment deceit 
under the maſk of prudence ſuggeſted to him, 
it was neceſſary to conceal the tranſactions of 


the preceding evening from his parent, that 
ſingle moment decided his fate; the inſtant 


he could reſolve to deceive a mother, and 
conſcious that he had acted contrary to her 
wiſhes, ſubrait to the meanneſs of falſehood 
and diſſimulation, that inſtant he forfeited 
honor, integrity and every virtue. Unfortu- 
nate young man, he knew not that in deceiv- 
ing his beſt, his only friend, he gave himſelf 
up to folly, vice and bitter remorſe ! 


Lady Beaumont received him with a ten- 
der air, and, faintly ſmiling, Did I not 
tell you William (faid ſhe,) you would ſcon 
grow accuſtomed to late hours? Yet, my 
dear ſon, J hope you do not often intend to 

1 repeat 
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repeat theſe irregularities; ſuch hours, to 
one always in the habits of riſing early, will 


raoſt certainly injure your health, and I can 


conceive no pleaſures as deſerving ſuch a ſa- 
crifice Pray, may I aſk how you ſpent 
your evening?“ “ We ſupped a pretty large 
party in St. James's ſtreet, and had ſome 
very good ſongs which engaged our attention; 
the hours flew away, and we had no concep- 
tion it was ſo late — This was the firſt deli- 


berate falſehood he had endeavoured to im- 


poſe on his mother he ſpoke with heſitation, 
and bluſhed as he ſpoke: ſhe obſerved his 
confuſion, and though a little alarmed as 
ſuppoſing he had not ſpoke the whole truth, 


prudently changed the ſubject, rightly con- 


ceiving a young man at his time of life would 
not be pleaſed with being too ſtrictly inter- 
rogated : ſhe aſked him to take the carriage 
at a proper hour and accommodate Mrs, Ri- 
vers and her daughter. I feel, ſaid this wor- 
thy woman, a particular reſpec and com- 
paſſion for them, perſons accuſtomed to fi- 


gure in the firſt Ten, always in the habits 
of 
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of company and amuſements, by one fatal 


ſtroke cut off at once from eyery enjoyment, 
and at a time when friendly intercourſe was 


more than ever neceſſary to alleviate ſorrow ; 


thrown among ſtrangers, obliged to contract 
their expences and retire wholly within them- 
ſelves, what ſituation can be more afffictive? 
and how incumbent is it on every generous 
mind to reconcile them to their fate by double 
kindneſs and attention!“ © I think as you 
do, my dear madam, (ſaid the Baronet;) but 
tis ſtrange from ſo very lucrative a place as 
]. have been told Mr. Rivers enjoyed, he 
could ſave nothing for his amiable family. 
ce There is nothing ſurpriſing in that, (re- 
plied ſhe:) Mr. Rivers was a gay diſſipated 
man, and unfortunately had a violent fondneſs 
for play; his lady was brought up in the 
ſame habits—no idea of economy ever en- 
tered their heads—conſequently they very 
ſoon ran through their private fortune and 
lived to the height, indeed beyond their in- 
come: ruin, therefore, was inevitable ; and 
had Mr. Rivers lived longer, in all proba- 
| E 4: bility 
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bility a ſuſpenſion of the diſtreſs they now 
ſuffer would have been all they could have 
_ hoped for- alas! (continued Lady Beau- 
mont) how many worthy families are ruined 
by ſplitting on the ſame rock! ſlaves to ap- 
pearances, they endeavour to vie with each 

other in their expences; 'and as, with pru- 
| dence and economy, a ſmall fortune will en- 


able people to live reſpectably, ſo the largeſt 


income will be found inſufficient to ſupply 
extravagancies and artificial wants; and when 
a fondneſs for gambling is added to other 
follies, what fortune or. eſtate is equal to the 
demands? O, my dear ſon, let me conjure 
you ſtrictly to guard againſt that deſtructive 
vice, gaming, and permit not bad examples 
or precepts to draw you into the commiſſion 
of vices, you have in fact no inclination for; 
whatever follies you are guilty of, let them 
be your own; do not adopt the faults of 
others, but if you muſt copy let it be from 
wiſe and virtuous originals only.— This apo- 
ſtrophe gave a ſudden pang to Sir William; 
and conſcious that the advice was neceſſary, 


. | he. 
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he was viſibly affected; but, recovering 


himſelf, he told her ladyſhip he had taken 


the liberty to add to their dinner party by an 
invitation to Colonel Minors: © Any re- 
ſpectable friends of yours muſt always be 
welcome,” was her reply.—She then retired 
to her dreſſing- room, and Sir William or- 
dered the carriage, with an intention to take 
the ladies to Kenſington gardens previous to 
their viſit. When alone he could not chaſe 
reflection; his mother's tender regard for 
him he had no room to doubt, but ſhe was 
no longer a young woman, ſhe had lived in 
retirement many years, her diſpoſition there- 
fore was tinctured with a degree of. ſeverity 
not pleaſant to a young mind: cards were 
univerſally introduced, that the Colonel aſ- 
ſured him, and it would be impoſſible to 
avoid play ; but then he would only play for 
a few pounds, which could be no inconveni- 
ence to loſe and in company he knew: hav- 
ing made up his mind on this ſubject, he 
ſoon taught himſelf to think deceit and con- 
cealment from his mother as venial faults; 


E 3 for 
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for there was no neceſſity a young man ſhould 
be obliged to enter into a detail of his various 
amuſements, like a child afraid of correction 
_ —thus being ſatisfied with himfelf he pre- 
pared to attend the ladies; who, on Zheir 
part were ſparing no pains to render them- 


ſelves amiable,—< I am certain, Anna, (ſaid 


Mrs. Rivers, placing ſome ornaments on her 
daughter's head,) that it will be your own 


fault if you do not ſucceed with Sir William 


Beaumont; I am ſure he is much ſtruck with 
your perſon and voice; take care to keep 
the hold you have acquired,' by great atten- 
tion and acquieſcence in his ſentiments—I 
ſee his foible, tis vanity, and being conſci- 
ous of his deficiencies in knowledge of the 
world, he will be doubly grateful to that per- 
ſon who appears pleaſed with his converſa- 
tion, and helps to put him in conceit with 
himſelf.” “ Certainly, madam, (replied 
Miſs Rivers) I ſhall obſerve your inſtructions; 
the conqueſt is a very deſirable one; but I 
wiſh he was not in fuch habits of intimacy 


with Colonel Minors ; I don't like that man, 
8 
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he has a great deal of art, and ſhould he ſuſ- 


pect our deſign would moſt probably do his 
utmoſt to prevent the execution of it.“ J 
have the ſame idea, (faid Mrs. Rivers,) for 
which reaſon J ſhall always endeavour to di- 
vert his attention whenever he is in com- 


pany.“ Thus did this imprudent mother 


not only encourage, but adviſe, duplicity; 


and under the falſe idea that ſhe was planning 


ſchemes for the happineſs of her child, per- 
verted her principles, and taught her to look 
on deceit and the moſt unjuſtifiable means 
of procuring an advantageous ſettlement, as 

a wiſe and prudential manceuvre. The ar- 


rival of Sir William in the carriage gave them 


the higheſt delight, Miſs Rivers flattered 
herfelf ſhe ſhould ſoon become the miſtreſs 
of it, and again figure in the great world ſhe 
had been ſo unwillingly excluded from: every 
attraction was called forth, and, with a face 
dreſſed in ſmiles and tender languiſhments, 
ſhe made her appearance in the drawing- 
room—The Baronet was tranſported at ſee- 


ing her, ſhe was more beautiful than ever, 
„ | and 


Bi ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


and he warmly congratulated himſelf on the 
felicity of attending her to Kenſington-gar- 
dens; no objections being made, he handed 

the ladies into the carriage, after they had 

made a ſlight alteration in their head dreſs, 

and they drove off in high ſpirits. The park 

and gardens were crowded; as they walked 

round, they were met by ſeveral young men 

of faſnion who had formerly been intimate 

with the Rivers's but they were no longer 

faſhionable people, they could give no routs, 

nor balls, the loſs of fortune was the grave of 

all their imputed good qualities and former 
conſequence; a tranſient glance and a cool 
bow were all the demands they could now 
make on the faſhionable world; even the 
ladies from whoſe humanity ſome little efforts 
towards good breeding might have been ex- 
pected ſcarcely condeſcended to notice them, 
'or if they did, looks of mingled pity and 
contempt too plainly evinced their ungene- 
rous ideas. What a leſſon to the thoughtleſs 
and extravagant, when they ſee that to riches 
only they owe their preſent conſequence, and 
that 
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that the very methods they take to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves and obtain admittance into what 
is called the beſt company, aſſuredly ter- 
minates in ruin and diſgrace, and that when 
they have laviſhed away their fortune, injur- 
ed their family, and deſtroyed their health, 
to procure the applauſe of the vain and un- 
thinking part of mankind, the contempt, the 
ingratitude, the chilling civility they meet 
with, when no longer able to procure plea- 
ſure to others, demonſtrates, better than a 
thouſand lectures on the ſubject, that to ex- 
ceed your income, either to gratify your own 
vanity, or adminiſter to the folly and vanity 
of others, is the direct road to bitter repent- 
ance and the contempt of the world. Mrs. 
and Miſs Rivers felt a thouſand pangs, and 


ſcarcely could the politeſt attention of Sir 


William compenſate for the mortification of 
ſeeing themſelves unnoticed by their former 
acquaintance ; however, they were ſoon af- 
ter joined by Lord Stormer and two or three 
other gentlemen for a round or two, which 
enabled them to rally their ſpirits againſt they 

were 
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were conveyed to Stanhope-ſtreet ; where 
their reception was fo truly friendly as to give 
the warmeſt hopes of ſucceſs in their ſchemes. 
They were not indeed much pleaſed with 
the arrival of Colonel Minors, they obſerved 
he watched them cloſely, and ſeemed little 
diſpoſed to pay attention to Mrs. Rivers, 
who treated him with extreme politeneſs ; a 
ſhort time threw a damp on the ſpirits of the 
party; Sir Edward and Lady Stanley were 


announced ; Lady Stanley having called in to 
the morning, Lady Beaumont had engaged me 
them for the day, and their arrival was as un- ke 
expected, and as little deſired by Sir William ro 
as by the Rivers's and Colonel Minors; mu- he 
tual compliments being exchanged and the dv 
company ſeated, Lady Stanley told Mrs, ſe 
Rivers ſhe was glad to hear buſineſs (which fri 
| ſhe hoped was of no unpleaſant nature) rr 
would detain her ſome time longer in Town, n 
that her friends might have the pleaſure of V 
ſeeing her. Conſcious of the motives which C 
Cetained her, Mrs. Rivers could not help 8 
bluſhing as ſhe returned the compliment; U 


artful 
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artful and confident as ſhe was, that inward 
monitor, which cannot always be ſilenced, 
threw her into a confuſion, which the ladies 
good naturedly ſuppoſed was owing to her 
embarraſſments, and therefore changed the 


ſubject and redoubled their kindneſs and at- 


tention. Not ſo was the Colonel deceived, the 
looks of the young lady and the behavior of 
the mother convinced him of what he before 
ſuſpected, that a deep- laid plan was formed 
to engage the affections of Sir William Beau- 
mont, and was in fact the only buſineſs which 
kept them in Town; as he obſerved the Ba- 
ronet appeared really fond of Miſs Rivers, 
he ſecretly determined ſhe ſhould be the 
dupe of her own folly, and encreaſe his con- 
ſequence with the man ſhe wiſhed to detach 
from him. The dinner hours paſſed with a 
mutual deſire of pleaſing, and it being opera 
night, an adjournment to the Hay-market 


was propoſed by Sir Edward Stanley and ac- 


cepted with pleaſure by the company—Lady 
Stanley mentioned the arrival of their old 
neighbours, Mr, and Mrs, Warner i in Town 


the 
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the preceding evening; Lady Beaumont ex- 
preſſed her ſatisfaction at this intelligence, 
and the ladies agreed to call on their friends 
the following morning. At the proper hour 
they repaired to the opera, and here Sir 
William experienced a ſurpriſe and delight 


beyond his moſt romantic expectations; he 


had neither eyes nor ears for any thing but 
the entertainment and brilliancy of the houſe; 
for the firſt time he confeſſed the power of 
muſic, and even the charming Miſs Rivers 
could ſcarcely obtain a word or glance from 
him; at firſt ſhe was much picqued, but 
condoled herſelf by reflecting, that as the 
novelty wore off, the attraction would be- 
come leſs, whilſt her power of charming 
would be ſtrengthened daily ; and ſhe deter- 
; mined to loſe no opportunity of encreaſing 
her conſequence. When the opera ended Lady 
Beaumont invited her company to return and 
ſup with her, which was generally declined ; 
Lady Stanley politely offered to ſet Mrs, 
Rivers down, and, late as it was, Sir Wil- 
liam intended to accompany the Colonel, 

but 
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but that gentleman had meaſures to obſerve, 
it was neceſſary to keep on terms of civility 
with Lady Beaumont; there was ſomething 
in that Lady's countenance which inſpired 
him with awe; conſcious of his ſiniſter de- 
ſigns, he thought ſhe read his very ſoul; and 
therefore he told Sir William it was too late 
for their engagement that evening, but truſt- 
ed he might depend on ſeeing him early the 
following one - this the other moſt readily 
promiſed, and taking leave of the company 
returned with his mother. The Colonel re- 
paired to Brooks's on his entering the room 
Lord Stormer eagerly enquired for his friend; 
ſuch is the proſtituted name made uſe of to 
expreſs the gamblers companion; the men, 
who under that ſacred name enſnares the af- 
fections of an unhappy woman from a deſerv- 
ing huſband ; or an innocent daughter from 
an indulgent tender parent; ſuch are the 
friendſhips of men of the world! The Colo- 
nel accounted for the abſence of Sir William, 
and their plan was ſettled for the following 
evening. The next morning the Colonel 

haſtened 
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haſtened at an early hour to Stanhope-ſtreet, 


the Baronet was at breakfaſt ; after the cuſto- 
mary chit-chat, Minors ſuddenly aſked Sir 
William how he liked Miſs Rivers? the 
queſtion confuſed him at firſt, but recollect- 
ing himſclf, © I think her a very charming 
girl, (ſaid he,) and I feel much compaſiion 
for her ſituation” “ Why faith, I believe her 
ſituation ſo deſperate that ſhe would thank 
any generous fellow who would take her out 
on't; as to the figure they make now, it can 
laſt but a very ſhort time, thereſore I ſuppoſe 
the mother brought her to market for the 

beſt bidder.” © I don't underſtand you,” 
replied Sir William. „Perhaps not, (ſaid 
the Colonel, laughing;) you are not much 
acquainted with the manceuvres of ſuch pro- 
vident ladies, but I can ſee plainly that's the 

ſcheme; ſhe's a good fine girl, and could 1 
afford to keep her ina ſtyle, perhaps I ſhould 
be a candidate,” © IT do not comprehend 
you in the leaſt, do you mean you cannot 
afford to marry her?” © Marry her (retorted 


the Colonel, in a tone of ſurpriſe,) I have 


ng 
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no ſuch idea I promiſe you; - Who to the 
devil would think of marrying a girl brought 
up in ſuch an expenſive ſtyle, without a ſhil- 
ling? No, no, ſhe's to be had on much 
more agreeable terms depend on it, other- 


wiſe they would remain quietly in the coun- 


try and accuſtom their ideas to their ſitua- 
tion. But you heard Mrs. Rivers ſay, buſi- 
neſs detained them in Town—O, yes, I gueſs 
their buſineſs perfectly to be frank with 


you, Sir William, their deſigns at preſent 


are levelled againſt you, and as you muſt 


ſhortly get yourſelf that pretty appendage to 


a young man of fortune, a miſtreſs, if you 
like the girl you may as well give into the 
ſcheme ; perhaps, ſhe may be leſs expenſive 
than one from 'the opera or playhouſe,” — 


«I am all aſtoniſhment ; (cried Sir William,) 
1 took Miſs Rivers for a moſt reſpectable 


young woman.“ “ And the mother (ſaid 
the Colonel interrupting him,) for a moſt 


virtuous lady.” © Indeed I thought ſo, and 


ſurely the Stanley's muſt have that opinion 
of them, or they never would countenance 
| them, 
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them, or ſuffer Lady Beaumont to cultivate 
their acquaintance.“— The Stanleys, my 
friend, are what you call good ſort of people, 
not ready to believe the reports of the world, 
entertain high ſentiments reſpecting compal- 
ſion, humanity, and ſuch obſolete ideas, and 
therefore ready to pity perſons they call un- 
fortunate. Mrs. Rivers has been a gay wo- 
man in every ſenſe of the word, with art 
enough to preſerve appearances, and impoſe 
on ſuch people as the Stanleys ; but I ſpeak 
from authority, and aſſure you, once more, 
you may have the girl if you play your cards 
well; but take care you are not duped by 


the cunning of the mother, and pretended 


reſerve of the daughter.“ Duped ! (re- 
peated the Baronet, his pride mounting to 
his face,) no; novice as I am in the arts of 
mankind, I am not to be duped; I thank you, 
however, Colonel, for your friendly com- 
munication, and ſhall be well guarded againſt 
their deſigns.” —© Their deſign, (ſaid Mi- 
nors,) I can ſee plainly is to draw you into 
an honorable connection, a marriage for- 
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ſooth! a country gentleman unacquainted 
with the Town was fair game, and certainly 
might afford a proſpect of ſucceſs — but, 
come, let us call in Green-ſtreet, and ſee 
how they appear to you after this develope- 
ment of their characters.“ — © Upon my 
word, (replied Sir William,) I ſhall ſcarce- 
ly know how to treat them. Why, juſt 
as uſual, (anſwered the other;) if you don't 
like Miſs Rivers drop the acquaintance, if 
you do, ſhe's as free for you as another ; 
unleſs you have ſworn conſtancy to Delia, 
Phillis, or ſome roſy milk-maid.“ —“ No, 


(replied Sir William, laughing,) I have no 


ſuch engagements, and therefore am ready 
to attend you.” They ſoon walked off, and 
when lady Beaumont would have ſent a meſ- 
ſage to aſk her ſon's company to call on Mr, 
and Mrs. Warner, ſhe found he was gone 
with his conſtant companion—ſhe felt much 
chagrined ; but there was no remedy and 
ſhe was obliged to ſet off without him. 


Sir 
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Sir William and the Colonel arrived toge- 
ther in Green-ſtreet, to the great mortifica- 
tion of the ladies, who wiſhed the latter a 
hundred miles off ; however, having ſuc- 
ceeded in impreſſing Sir William's mind 
with ideas much to their diſadvantage, the 
Colonel relaxed in his attention and flirt- 
ed away with Mrs. Rivers, giving the 
others all the opportunity they could wiſh 
for—Miſs Rivers, although ſhe threw the 
greateſt encouragement into her counte- 


nance, and behaved with much freedom of 


manners, had ſomething in her figure which 
inſpired reſpect, and to a man unhackneyed 
in the arts of the ſex, might have challenged 
eſteem— the Baronet, when he reflected on 
the intelligence he had received of her de- 
figns, felt a degree of contempt, at the ſame 
time that he was captivated with her beauty ; 
but vanity, of which he had a competent 
ſhare, induced him to believe Miſs Rivers 
felt a partiality in his favor, and he was 
very ready to profit by the diſcovery — he re- 
ceived an invitation from her to tea which: 
was accepted ; and he was not ſorry the 

_ Colonel 
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Colonel was not included in the deſired viſit. 
When the gentlemen quitted them, the 
mother and daughter warmly congratulated 
themſelves on their ſucceſs, and every plan 
was formed that could poſſibly enſure the 
completion of their wiſhes; it was determin- 
ed to loſe no opportunities, and the mother 
was to affect ignorance of her daughter's at- 
tachment, the better to preſerve appearances 
with Lady Beaument. — Mean time the Colo- 
nel was rallying Sir William on his conqueſt, 
aſſuring him he was in a fair way to com- 
mence a man of the ton; for, without a 
faſhionable connection he would be nobody 
they parted with a promiſe of meeting early 
in the evening, and Sir William returned 
home juſt in time to dreſs for dinner—his 
mother was there before him, ſhe regretted 
not having his company to ſee their friends, 
but hoped no engagement would prevent his 
dining with Mr. Warner next day; he con- 
ſented, but with viſible reluctance, he had 
now no relifh for ſuch company as the Stan- 
leys and Warners, they did very well in the 
country, but in London they were very ſober 

hum. 
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hum-drum people Lady Beaumont ſaw a 


wonderful alteration in his air and manners, 


2 careleſſneſs towards herſelf, and a reſtleſs. 
neſs when in the houſe, this was what ſhe 
moſt dreaded; to loſe the little influence ſhe 


had hoped to maintain over him in ſo ſhort 


a period, ſeemed to foretel a total depriva- 
tion of his affection and confidence—ſhe had 
but one plan to purſue, that of being con- 
tented with his preſent conduct, and by 
avoiding any diſagreeable reflections on his ac- 
quaintance, to engage him to be open in his 
communications, by which means ſhe might 
be enabled to judge what his amuſements 
and attachments were: 1n conſequence of 
this reſolution ſhe appeared extremely cheer- 
ful, aſked him no queſtions, and when he 
told her he was engaged to tea and afterwards 
to meet a party of friends, ſhe only wiſhed 
him much entertainment, having herſelf ſhe 
ſaid promiſed to accompany Lady Stanley to 
Mrs. Freemore's rout ; “ So you ſee, Wil- 
liam, (continued ſhe,) I am in danger of 
growing a diſſipated old woman after having 

maintained 
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maintained for many years the character of 
a very prudent young one”—he anſwered 
this little ſally by ſaying, he was certain Lady 
Beaumont muſt ever retain a reſpectable 
character go where ſhe pleaſed, and that he 
was happy ſhe was inclined to find ſome 


amuſement abroad, 


The Baronet then haſtened to his appoint- 


ment with Miſs Rivers, whom he found 
dreſſed in the moſt captivating ſtyle ; the 
loves and graces were in every look and mo- 
tion, and when, after tea, Mrs. Rivers kindly 


withdrew, the gentleman grew very warm 


and paſſionate in his expreſſions of admira- 
tion: the lady was too well pleaſed to affect 
diſapprobation, and, in ſhort, ſuch a mutual 
good underſtanding took place in this one 
viſit, that both were highly gratified; Miſs 
Rivers looked forward with almoſt a degree 
of certainty to the poſſeſſion of the Baronet's 
fortune, and he found equal pleaſure in the 
hopes of being fondly beloved by ſo charm- 
ing a girl as Miſs Rivers: they parted with 

F regret 
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regret and a mutual deſire to meet again the 
next day. Sir William, in high ſpirits, en- 
tered Brooks's, where he found his good 
friends and ſome others to whom he was in- 
troduced—after a little common-place-chat, 


cards were called for, and Sir William, havy- 


ing been ſo fortunate, had neither reſolution 
nor -indeed inclination to decline play; he 
was ſeated at a table with three ſtrangers, and 
at firſt fortune ſeemed to declare in his fa- 
vor ;. he won near twenty guineas, his com- 
panions complimented his {kill and know- 
ledge of the game; he grew elated and pro- 
poſed doubling the ſtakes; one of the gentle- 
men declined, and the Colonel, having juſt 
then finiſned his rubber, took the other's 


place; they played on for ſome time with dif- 


ferent ſucceſs, fortune often changed ſides, but 
at length decided againſt Sir William and his 
partner; and, at breaking up the party, he 
found himſelf in debt above 500 guineas, 
beſides about fifty pounds he began with.— 
He was thunderſtruck, had no idea of ril- 
quing ſo much money, and then found how 

| inſenſibly 
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inſenſibly a man is led on either to improve 
his good luck, or retrieve his loſſes. The 
Colonel affected to treat the matter very 
lightly.— This ſum is but trifling, Sir Wil- 
liam: they ſhall give you your revenge to- 
morrow evening, and perhaps good intereſt 
too. — Here's Lord Stormer has loſt near 
3000 guineas, he cares little about it; to- mor- 
row or next night may bring it back again: 
Come, prithee don't loſe your cheerfulneſs 


with your money.” Sir William endeavor- 


ed to recover from his vexation and ſurpriſe ; 
he grew aſhamed to indulge repentance, and 
obſerving with how much indifference Lord 
Stormer and the others bore their loſſes, he 
endeavored to rally his ſpirits and aſſume a 
cheerfulneſs very foreign to his heart. Hav- 
ing given his note for the ſums he had loſt, 
and appointed to meet the ſame party, the 
next evening, he returned to Stanhope- 
ſtreet, but not to reſt—(The firſt deviation 
from rectitude is always attended with con- 
ſcious remorſe ) feeling, that in ſlighting the 
counſel of his mother, he had engaged with 
| F 2 a 


100 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


a ſet who conſtantly were in the habits of 
gaming, that he had loſt a conſiderable ſum, 
and muſt either purſue the ſame plan to re- 
cover his property, perhaps loſe more, or 
elſe give up the acquaintance, and forfeit all 
pretenſions to a man of faſhion, a name he 
was ambitious to obtain; doubt and uncer- 
tainty for ſome time rendered him irreſolute; 
at one moment he was inclined to confeſs 
his folly to his mother and abjure his com- 
panions, but then he muſt expect the ridi- 
cule and contempt of all young men of ſpi- 
rit, and be condemned to the inſipid ſociety 
of the Stanleys, and ſuch unfaſhionable peo- 
ple; this apprehenſion decided for him; any 
inconvenience could be endured ſooner than 
contempt; his pride revolted againſt the idea 
of being thought a parſimonious country gen- 
tleman without taſte or ſpirit; and, be the 
conſequence what it might, he reſolved to 


perſevere in the ſame road the Colonel had 


chalked out for him, and let his mother reſt 
in ignorance of the dangerous amuſements 
he believed himſelf under a neceſſity of pur- 
| ſuing.— 
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ſuing.— Having made up his mind, he en- 
deavored to compoſe himſelf to reſt, but paſ- 
ſed the remainder of the night in broken 
ſlumbers and terrifying viſions.— (Thus it 
muſt ever be in the beginning of an ill 
courſe: no young perſons can at firſt {till 
that awful monitor within, which painfully 
reminds them of the follies they are guilty 
of? happy would it be if they had reſolution 
to attend to it's dictates and purſue a diffe- 
rent plan! but faves to folly and faſhion, 
unable to bear the ridicule of their worthleſs 


companions, and ambitious to ſhine in the 


more modiſh walks of life; they give up the 
approbation of their own hearts, ſubmit to 


be the dupes of follies they at firſt deſpiſe, and 


gradually ſink into that vortex of vice and 
diſſipation which ruins their morals, deſtroys 
their health, and entails miſery and remorſe 
on a premature old age.) - here are no vir- 
tues ſo neceſſary to be inculcated into young 
minds as candour and firmneſs of mind. Irre- 
ſolution is the parent of vice; that, and diſ- 
ſunulation are too generally the conſequen- 
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ces of a wrong education too much indul- 
gence for idle habits, or a ſtrictneſs and ſeve- 
rity which repels affection and confidence 
equally injure young and timid minds let 
children be taught to judge of men and thing 
with deliberation and propriety; let then 
have a decided opinion, and not weakly ſub- 


mit their ſentiments to the caprice of otheis; 


at the ſame time, to avoid appearing obſti- 
nate or pertinacious, let them learn never to 
obtrude their judgment on ſubjects till called 
upon; they will ſoon get the better of that 
timidity, which is the conſequence of a weak 
mind, and if they are encouraged in a love 


of truth, and taught to conſider a parent as 


a friend and companion, if their ingenuous 
communications are applauded, and if ad- 
vice is infinuated with gentleneſs and good 
humour; I will venture to affirm, children 
in general will be trained to a love of virtue 
and an abhorrence of duplicity and artifice, 
from which ſprings every vice that corrupts 
the heart, Unfortunately for Sir William 

Beaumont, he had been too much indulged, 
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without any ſtrength of judgment, he was 
decided in nothing, and although there was 
a natural degree of obſtinancy and haughti- 
neſs in his diſpoſition, yet, having no habits 
of ſtability or reaſon, he was at the mercy of 
every artful man who thought it worth while 
to cultivate his acquaintance, and render his 
propenſities ſubſervient to his deſigns. He 
aroſe in the morning unrefreſhed, and when 
he appeared before his mother ſhe was ſhock- 
ed to behold his pallid countenance.—< Ah, 
my ſon, (ſaid ſhe,) the irregularities of this 
town already have made ravages in your con- 
ſtitution: - Accuſtomed to the ſimpleſt mode 
of living and regular hours, you will ſoon 
fall a victim to what is called the pleaſures of 
the town: indeed, my dear William, I am 
miſerable to ſee you look ſo ill.“ © Really, 
madam, (replied he,) you afflict yourſelf un- 


neceſſarily: J am perfectly well, and have 


no other complaint than want of reſt, and 
that will ſoon wear off find it impoſſible 
to obſerve particular hours in company; and 
cuſtom will ſoon enable me to bear ſitting up 
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late. — I wiſh, (anfwered her ladyſhip) 
your health may not be facrificed in the trial; 
but of that you muſt be the moſt competent 


judge ; and, for your own ſake, and for the 
fake of my happineſs, I hope, if you find it 


endangered, you will retreat in time.” — 
« Of that, madam, you may reſt aſſured: 
— But how did you find our good friends the 
Stanleys laſt evening? were you amuſed at 
Mrs. Freemore's rout ?”—<© J hope you will 
meet our friends perfectly well to day; 
though they complain that you neglect them 
—but as to amuſement, it is paſt the time 
of life for me to be pleaſed with a croud, 


and I feel infinitely more happineſs in ſpend- 


ing a ſocial hour with an old acquaintance, 
than in frequenting routs or crowded aſſem- 
blies. I hope, however, you found enter- 
tainment in the party who deprived you of 
reſt laſt night.” “ O, yes, (anſwered he, 
ſomewhat confuſed,) I ſpent a delightful 
cheerful evening; but pray, madam, what 
is your dinner hour? © About five, (replied 
her ladyſhip,) and at that hour I ſuppoſe we 


may 
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may expect you; Tou are already grown 
too polite (ſaid ſhe, with a ſmile,) to accom- 
pany your mother; and I do not wiſh to in- 
trude on your engagements, having ſome of 
my own this morning: I am going into the 
city; ſhall I make your reſpects to the wor- 
thy Thornhills ?” «If you pleaſe, madam,” 
ſaid the Baronet, (glad to be excuſed the viſit, 
which inclination no longer prompted him to 
make.) They then ſeparated ; Sir William 
flew to Miſs Rivers; he found her alone, 


_ eagerly expecting him; they enjoyed a long 


and very tender 2te-4-!?te, he was laviſh in 


his profeſſions of love and admiration, and it 


was impoſſible but a young woman, whoſe 
hopes were raiſed with an idea of poſſeſſing a 
good fortune with a very handſome young 
man, encouraged too by che advice of her 
parent, ſhould ſhe all poſſible indulgence 
to him; it was hardly poſſible, under ſuch 
circumſtances, to obſerve that ſtrict decorum 


every young woman who reverences herſelf 


ſhould maintain in theſe dangerous te- d- 
wes ; the could not avoid ſeveral little free- 
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doms, which, from a fear of loſing him, 


ſhe did not repulſe, and by that means 
ſtrengthened the opinion Colonel Minors had 
endeavoured to inculcate, that ſhe was to be 
had on very eaſy terms; however, they were 


timely viſited by Mrs. Rivers, who had pur- 


poſely walked out to give the lovers the op- 
portunity they had ſo well improved. — Sir 
William went away with viſible reluctance, 
and Miſs Rivers felt more than ſhe dared ex- 


preſs; he ſtrolled into Hyde- park, and be- 


gan to reflect on his ſituation; he was that 
evening to meet the party at Brooks's, if he 
redeemed his loſſes, all was very well, if not 
he muſt draw on his banker, 5ool. was a 
large ſum, Mr. Thornhill might very natu- 
rally mention it to his mother, and although 
he was entirely maſter of his fortune, yet, it 
was reaſonable to ſuppoſe ſne would be ſur- 
priſed at his want of 500 l. knowing he had 
taken up a hundred ſo lately, when in the 


city, and had no bills to pay then Miſs 


Rivers occurred—he was really fond of her, 


and if he ſucceeded in his deſigns on her per- 


ſon, 
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ſon, he forefaw he muſt come down with 
very conſiderable ſums to maintain her in the 


ſtyle ſhe approved of, and where could theſe 


ſums be procured? if he had any other 
banker than Mr. Thornhill there would be 
no difficulty, but that gentleman had a friend- 


ſhip for his mother, and conſequently would | 


acquaint her with any demands he might 
think extravagant.— Under theſe perplexing 
ideas, a ſmart blow on the ſhoulder rouzed 
him from his reverie, and the Colonel's 
voice for a moment diſſipated his chagrin.— 
© What the devil, (cried he,) are you muſing 
about ? Why, you look like a methodiſt prea- 
cher, ſtudying a diſcourſe to open the purſes 
of the old and ſuperſtitious to contribute to 
his ſupport; prithee why ſo grave? I hope 


the trifling loſſes of laſt night occaſion you 


no diſquietude, —you are not afraid of Lady 
Beaumont's chiding ? faith, you are too old 
to be in leading-ſtrings now, I think—but 
perhaps the bright eyes of Miſs Rivers have 
pierced your heart,—and the gipſey has art 
enough to ſee it, and affect cruelty” . Now 
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that you have exhauſted your conjectures, I w 
(ſaid Sir William, ſmiling at his volubility,) 1 
J will candidly confeſs the cauſe of the reve- n 
rie I was plunged into when you overtook | in 
me, I have many obligations to my mother ; CC 
for my ſake ſhe refuſed many advantageous ſh 
offers of marriage; and although I am now fre 
ſenſible the education ſhe gave me was too th 
confined, yet I know maternal fondneſs was Ve 
the cauſe of all, and that on my conduct her nc 
happineſs entirely depends.” — © And fo, yc 
(cries the Colonel, with a ſneer, interrupt- WI 
ing him, ) you are to give up all amuſements kr 

at your time of life from the apprehenſion of þ 
| affronting mamma !—ha, ha, ha! why, Beau- yo 
| mont, thou haſt a wonderful deal of ſelf-de- tw 
| nial, and high notions of duty indeed.” —Sir 3 
William evidently abaſhed, and feeling mor- hu 
tified at the ridicule he had incurred, ex- be 
ö claimed, © You are miſtaken, what I meant tri 
to ſay is this: I wiſh to ſpare my mother of 
| unneceſſary pain; it happens, unfortunately, pri 
| that my banker is in habits of intimacy with of 
| her, and I can draw for no conſiderable ſum rer 
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without the probability of its being commu- 
nicated to her, and as ſhe knows I can have 
no extraordinary demands for money ſhe will 
inſtantly conclude my wants muſt be the 
conſequence of play, and to that amuſement 
ſhe has ſuch an inſuperable averſion, and ſo 
frequently gives me cautions on the ſubject, 
that a ſuppoſition of the kind will make her 
very wretched.” “ Well, then, (replied Mi- 
nors) ſince you are ſo attentive to the peace of 
your mother, which, no doubt, is very proper, 
why cannot you contrive to ſpare her the 
knowledge of it?” © That's the very thing 


I wiſh for, if I could tell how.” —< Have 


you no money in the bank?” “ Yes, near 
twenty thouſand pounds.“ © O, then the 


difficulty is obviated at once; — ſell out a few 


hundreds or a thouſand; *tis true there will 
be a ſmail loſs attending it, but what is that 
trifle when put in competition with the peace 
of your mother, which you are ſo anxious to 


preſerve ??*—<© Nothing, nothing,” (replied 


Sir William,) joy dancing in his eyes at the 
removal of his difficulties. © I will about it 
immediately 


K _— 
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immediately if you will give me inſtructions“ 
—*<©< Moſt readily (ſaid the artful Colonel 
equally rejoiced by the hopes of ſharing the 
twenty-thouſand pounds) I will conduct you 
to a perſon who will ſoon tranſact the buſi- 
neſs.” They haſtened out of the park, took 
the firſt coach, and drove into the city, where 


the affair was ſoon ſettled, and Minors had 
the addreſs to perſuade his companion to ſell 


out 2000 pounds to ſave himſelf both future 


trouble and expence. This buſineſs accom- 


pliſhed, they drove back in high ſpirits, and 


going through Bond- ſtreet Sir William ſtop- 
ped at Gray's, and purchaſed an elegant 


trinket which he intended as a preſent to Miſs 
Rivers, to whom he found it too late to pay 
his morning devoirs a ſecond time, having 
ſcarcely time to dreſs for dinner : —after en- 
gaging to meet the Colonel in the evening 
he hurried home and found his mother was 
returned, dreſſed and ready to go into the 
carriage: he. promiſed ſoon to follow, and 
congratulated himſelf on not meeting her in 


the city, a danger which never occurred to 


him 
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him 'till it was paſt; and he felt heartily re- 
Joiced he could contrive to accommodate his 
wants without applying to Mr. Thornhill. 
When arrived in Stratford-Place, at the 
houſe of Mr. Warner, he met the moſt cor- 
dial reception Mr. Warner merrily welcom- 


ed his emancipation from ruſticity, and re- 
marked, ſhort as his time had been in Town, 
Sir William was wonderfully improved, and 


had already acquired the appearance of a man 
of the ton.—© Your wonder will ceaſe, (ſaid 
Sir Edward Stanley,) when you hear he is the 


pupil of Colonel Minors'—< Aye! (cried 


Mr. Warner) pray how came that acquaint- 
ance about?” J am ſorry to ſay, (replied 
the other) partly through my means; his in- 
timacy with my relation, Lord Stormer, 
ſometimes throws him in my way, and they 
contrived to join our party one evening at 
the theatre, and from thence we may date the 
beginning of the violent intimacy which has 
taken place between Minors and our young 
friend here.“ My dear Sir William, (ſaid 
Mr, Warner) take the advice of older men, 
who 
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who have paid for experience themſelves and 
generouſly offer it to you without fee or re- 
ward; ſudden friendſhips are often produc- 
tive of repentance, ſeldom of ſatisfaction; 
mix with the world, enjoy its amuſements, 
but be careful in the choice of your inti- 
mate companions; truſt me there 1s more 
danger in the acquaintance of one unprinci- 
pled man, than in all the allurements which 
faſhion and folly hold out to entice young 
minds :—Such a man.” “ Sir, (interrupted 
Sir William, with a degree of impatience 
next to rudeneſs,) you congratulated me 
Juſt now on my eſcape from ruſticity; 1 hope 
I am old enough to be permitted the choice 
of my companions; whenever I find any of 
them unworthy my notice, I have ſpirit 
enough to withdraw myſelf from their ac- 
quaintance.” —© Well, well, young gentle- 
man, (replied Mr. Warner in a good hu- 
moured tone,) I had no deſign to. offend 


you; I only gave you the opinion of an old 


man ; but I ought to have had ſenſe enough 
to remember, ba. has very little weight 
with 
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with a young one, and that moſt folks chuſe 
to purchaſe experience at their own coſt.— 
« T am ſure, my dear Sir, (ſaid Lady Beau- 
mont, not a little hurt at her ſon's petulance,) 
that William will always be grateful to his 
good friends for their advice, which he muſt 
be ſenſible can only be intended for his bene- 


fit. I do aſſure you, added ſhe ſmiling, old 


as Lam, I have been abſent ſo many years 
from Towu that I want an adviſer and regu- 
later too, as much as a young country Mis, 


for wonderful alterations have taken place in 
cuſtoms and faſhions ſince I reſided in St. 


James's Square twenty years ago. Twenty 
years! replied Mr. Warner, why, madam, 
there has been a hundred revolutions in fa- 
ſhion within that period; there 1s one moſt 
excellent mode at preſent for which I feel 
very grateful, what may that be, ſaid Lady 
Stanley; a renovation of youth my lady, we 
have no old men or women now, dreſs is fo 
happily adopted by all ages, that none but a 
curious impertinent fellow, that preſumes to 
thruſt his head in your face, can diſtinguiſh 
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between old and young folks.—You mult 
| know that I like very well to look at a pretty 
woman, notwithſtanding all my fear of con- 
Jugal lectures, and this very morning ſtrolled 
down thro” Hyde-park to the Mall ; before 
me was a very ſmart dreſſed woman in a 
white jacket, I think you call it, ſhort petti- 
coats, ſilk ſhoes and ſtockings, a beaver hat 
on one ſide of a well dreſſed head—a foot- 
man behind—a deviliſh ſmart woman thinks 
I, ſo quickened my pace, overtook her and 
turned to view the face of this captivating fe- 
male, when, O dire diſappointment, the loves 


and graces were fled, and in their room pre- 


ſented me with a ſet of hard features, marked 
with the ſmall-pox, and on which at leaſt 
ſixty good years of winter and ſummer had 
browned, but which now was brightened up 
with a dab of rouge on each cheek. Diſguſt- 
ed and diſpleaſed I walked off, and although 
many ſimilar remptations aſſailed me in the 
park I contented myſelf with viewing the 
pretty faces I met, without following any 
more, But, pray, my good fir, ſaid Lady 

Stanley, 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 113 


Stanley, is there no lures thrown out by the 
gentlemen? you were talking of being grate- 
ful juſt now for the little diſtinction made in 
dreſs, yet to that you owe your diſappoint- 
ment, and who knows but ſome gay female, 
attracted by the air and dreſs of Mr. War- 
ner, has ſuffered equal mortification to what 
you deſcribe. Your ſervant, madam, cried 
Mr. Warner, it was too fair an opportunity 
for your ladyſhip to neglect having a fling at 
me; but to confeſs the truth, I think the 
French mode we have adopted of Keeping off 
old age in appearance as long as we can, a 
very good notion; let us be cheerful in tem- 
per and ſmart in our dreſs and then the young 
folks won't be aſhamed of our company. 
Dinner was now announced, which gave a 
different turn to the converſation : but Lady 
Beaumont obſerved, with concern, that her 
ſon looked thoughtful, eat little, and ſeemed 
not diſpoſed to talk, though frequently ad- 
drefſed by the company.—After dinner, and 
the ladies retired to the drawing-room, Mrs. 


Warner ſaid, the laſt ſix months had amaz- - 


ingly 
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ingly improved Sir William; © he is really 
a charming young man, (continued ſhe) and, 
J hope, will make a proper alliance; with 
his perſon and fortune he may look up to 
any rank —“ True, (replied Lady Stan- 
ley ;) but there are very few young men of 
fortune who think of marrying early in life; 
and, I believe, unequal alliances were never 
leſs frequent than at preſent; in general, in- 
tereſted motives have triumphed over love; 
ſentiment and paſſion ſeldom cement faſhion- 
able unions; rank, riches and convenience 
are the chief inducements to marriage.” «1 
went this morning into the city (ſaid Mrs. 
Warner) to call on an old ſchool-fellow, 
whoſe daughter was laſt week happily united 


to the man of her choice, after ſome difficul- 


ties which have reflected much honor on 
both, and which I will relate if you will per- 
mit me:“ The ladies having aſſured her ſhe 
would do them pleaſure, ſhe proceeded as 
follows —< My young friend, Louila, is the 
daughter of a merchant in the city, of good 
fortune and conneCtions, but a very large 


| family 
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family and ſome loſſes by the late American 
war, would not admit of his daughters ex- 
pecting more than very moderate proviſions; 
there were five of them, all agreeable and 
accompliſhed. Louiſa was the ſecond, her 
perſon particularly pleaſing and elegant, with 


a ſweetneſs of diſpoſition 1 never ſaw excel- 


led.— Henry, the only ſon of one of our moſt 
opulent bankers, grew paſſionately fond of 
her, nor was ſhe inſenſible to his paſſion, 
but, with that ſincerity and prudence which 


all young people ought to obſerve, ſhe ac. 
quainted her mother with their mutual par- 


tiality. My friend inſtantly ſaw the many 
impediments to their union: Henry's father, 
ſne was perſuaded, would expect much ſu- 
perior advantages in a daughter-in-law, ad- 
ded to which, party-diſputes had thrown the 
two fathers at a diſtance from all intimacy or 
probability of connection. Louiſa's father 


was a violent partizan of Mr. Fox's, the 
other as ſtrongly attached to Mr. Pitt; ſhe 


repreſented to her daughter all thoſe obſtacles 
which muſt impede any union taking place, 


and 
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and adviſed her gradually to decline an inti- 
macy which might prove deſtructive to her 
future peace. Conſcious that ſhe had receiv- 
ed the advice of her beſt friend, Louiſa de- 
termined implicitly to obey her mother, and, 
whatever her heart felt, to be guided by reaſon 
only. Henry ſoon perceived the change, 
and the firſt opportunity eagerly beſought her 
to tell him how he had incurred her diſplea- 
ſure. With the utmoſt candour ſhe repeated 
her mother's advice, declaring her own reſo- 
lution to abide by it; and entreating him to 
think of her no more, and to drop all further 
intimacy, which could only be productive of 
pain to both. Henry heard her with atten- 
tion and the ſevereſt affſiction; he had but 
one reply to make; he was an only ſon, 


'twas impoſſible, he thought, his father could 


doom him to wretchedneſs, and he was de- 


| termined to make the experiment:—he flew 
to his father and opened his heart without the 
leaſt reſerve. —Aſtoniſhment and vexation 
overwhelmed the old gentleman ; he had for 
ſome time been projecting a match for his 

, fon 
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ſon with a lady of rank, and though not of a 
fortune equal to her rank, yet much ſuperior 
to what Louiſa could expect: having re- 
covered himſelf, he reproached his ſon in the 
bittereſt terms for his poverty of ſpirit, re- 
fuſed his conſent, nay, aſſured him of his 
everlaſting diſpleaſure, and the curſe of a pa- 
rent if he did not inſtantly break off all ac- 
quaintance with Louiſa and her family, the 
father of which he deteſted. — The poor 
young man quitted him in an agony of grief; 
above any idea of duplicity, he wrote Louiſa 
the event of his unfortunate application, and 
knowing the rectitude of her ſentiments he 
dared not ſolicit her future favor ; her anſwer 
J have a copy of, which I will read. 


LOUISA TO HENRY, 

«© You have this day afforded me the 
moſt convincing proof of your eſteem, and 
given me conſequence in my own eyes, 
by ſhewing I was not deceived in the opini- 
on I had formed of your principles. The 
duty we owe our parents 1s the firſt duty 


un 
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in life, all others ſhould be ſubſervient to it; 
and what is the tranſient pain we feel from 


the diſappointment of our wiſhes to the 


heartfelt delight of knowing we have obliged 
the Authors of our Being! Preſerve, dear 
Henry, that rectitude of principle which will 


enſure your future happineſs; and conſider, 


the tranquillity of your father is in your 
hands; 'tis not enough to obey his com- 
mands, you muſt prove to him, by an exer- 
tion of cheerfulneſs, that you find pleaſure in 
fo doing. — How great will be your reward 
in aſelf-approving mind! your friend, Lou- 
iſa, will be gratified by the eſteem of a man 
ſo excellent; and to conſider her henceforth 


as a warm and diſintereſted friend is the high- 


eſt compliment you can pay her judgment. 


My mother deſires me to acquaint you, your 


conduct has given you an additional claim to 
her eſteem.” 


I leave you to judge, my dear friends, 
if this letter did not add to the regrets 


of the unfortunate Henry.-Several months 
elapſed; 
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elapſed; and though they now and then ſaw 
each other in public they never truſted them- 
ſelves with any converſation ; but his pale 
countenance and fragile form too plainly. 
evinced his heart was ill at eaſe. About 
three months ago Louiſa received a letter 
from her aunt, a ſiſter of her mother's, who 
was very greatly ſettled in the Eaſt- Indies; 
ſhe had buried an only daughter, and being 
God-mother to Louiſa, wrote to intreat ſhe 
- would ſupply that loſs and haſten to her ; 
promiſing her a very brillianteſtabliſhment : 
—the father and mother though loath to part 
with a child ſo amiable, yet, having ſeveral 
children, conceived they had no right to 
withhold their conſent to a meaſure which 
ſeemed calculated for her advantage, and as 
the governor's lady was going over, they 
could form no excule for delaying the deſired 
viſit; her mother in%ed tad another reaſon, 
ſhe ſaw Louiſa ſuffered much on Henry's 
account, and hoped the voyage and abſence 
might conduce to the tranquillity of both.— 
Every preparation was made, and the news 
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ſoon reached Henry's ears; —diſtracted by 
the thought of loſing her, he again ſought 
his father, poured out his complaints and en- 
treated his conſent to his union with Louiſa; 
but all was vain, his father, greatly enraged, 
drove him from his ſight with violence ; and 
poor Henry retired to his apartment, a prey 
to the moſt poignant grief and deſpair; a 
flow nervous fever preyed on his conſtitution, 
and reduced him to the extremeſt weakneſs 
mean time the day arrived that was to ſepa- 


rate the lovers, in all probability, for ever: 


Louiſa had heard with much concern of 
Henry's ſituation, and although her feelings 
were little ſhort of his, her reſolution ena- 
bled her to diſguiſe them, and the ſeparation 
from her parents was all that appeared to 
afflict her: On the morning of her embark- 
ation ſhe ſent him this letter, 


« *Tjs only this moment I have reſolution 
to break through a promiſe once given, never 
to hold any future correſpondence with my 
much valued friend, Henry ; but now, when 

| about 
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about to quit England, perhaps. for ever, 
when taking leave of all my deareſt friends, 
fure I may, without reproach, beſtow my 
beſt wiſhes on one whoſe thouſand good qua- 
lities have endeared him to my heart, and 
who has no fault but one ; yet that 1s a capi- 
tal one, —There is no merit, dear Henry, in 
performing a duty—to obey our parents is 
moſt certainly the ſtrongeſt duty—but, if 
that obedience coſts us no ſacrifices, where 
is the debt we pay for all thoſe years of ten- 


der anxiety which accompanied our child- 


hood to the preſent hour? Believe me, dear 
Henry, that on the bed of ſickneſs one 


hour of retroſpection, which can convey the 


pleaſing idea of having given pleaſure to a 
parent, by a voluntary cheerful ſacrifice of a 
youthful inclination, will more than compen- 
ſate for the painful effort; but to wound a 
father's feelings by an appearance of ſorrow 
and regret, after having complied with his 
wiſhes, is cruel and ungenerous :—exert your 
fortitude, your reaſon ;—remember what you 


owe to your father, to yourſelf, and to me. 


LY 
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Do you ſuppoſe it coſt me nothing to re- 


ſign the flattering hope of being yours? if 


you can ſuppoſe it, you mult think me un- 
worthy your ſmalleſt regard; if, on the con- 
trary, I felt equally with yourſelf, will you 
be out-done in fortitude by a weak female ? 
Ah, Henry, recolle& yourſelf, prove your- 
ſelf worthy Louiſa's love and eſteem ; return 
to your father's arms with cheerfulneſs and 
reſolution, exert yourſelf to prove the plea- 
ſure of obeying his commands 1s ſuperior to 
all other conſiderations ; neither let your 
compliance with his wiſhes be a partial ove— 
unite yourſelf to ſome amiable woman whom 
he may think worthy his beloved ſon, and 
experience in ſuch an union that happineſs 
which muſt reſult from a connection pleaſing 
to all parties, void of regret or ſelf-reproach. 
My deareſt friend, adieu! be affured 1 
ſhall be ever warmly intereſted in every event 
which honour and happineſs may dictate for 
your repoſe. Conſider me as a friend who 
will love the amiable. woman that ſhall render 
Henry and his father happy.” Lovisa. 
TS Os | This 
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This letter was delivered to Henry in the pre- 
ſence of his father; knowing it to be Louiſa's 
writing, he was ſcarce able to retire to the 
window, and with trembling hands, broke the 
ſeal ;—before he had quite gone thro' it, the 
letter fell to the ground, and throwing him- 
ſelf into a chair, he almoſt inſtantly fainted : 
his father, very much alarmed, rang the bell 
for aſſiſtance, and taking up the letter put it in 
his pocket; as ſoon as poor Henry recovered 


his ſenſcs, his father taking his hand, requeſt- wall 
ed to know what had occaſioned his diſorder, #1 


and producing the letter, Here is the pa- 
per you dropped, (ſaid he,) may I be per- 
mitted to examine it's contents? © Yes ſir, FP | 
(replied Henry,) read it and then judge of 


my feelings and the value of that treaſvre 1 
now loſt to me for ever.” —He covered his t: 
face with his handkerchief whilſt his father RF} 
read the letter with attention, and, after a Þ) 
few minutes ſilence, turning ſuddenly to his j | 
ſon. © Harry, (cried he,) I will no longer 1 


oppoſe your wiſhes ; the writer of this letter | 
deſerves a diadem ; go, my ſon, fly to the 4 
ON houſe, yl 
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houſe, prevent her voyage, and tell your 
Louiſa, a father waits to claſp her to his 
breaſt.” Joy was almoſt as fatal in its effects 
as grief had been; ſudden tranſitions are dif- 


ficult to bear poor Henry could not find 


words— he emphatically kiſſed his father's 
hand in filence, and flew out of the room. 


A few minutes brought him to the houſe of 


his Louiſa—alas, ſhe had ſet off for Grave- 


_ fend four hours before ;—almoſt raving, he 


could ſcarce make the mourning mother ſen- 
fible of his errand; he returned in agonies 
to his father, who conſented to accompany 


him immediately to Graveſend; they rode 


polt with the utmoſt ſpeed, but when arrived 
vere told ſhe was already on board and the 
ſhip under weigh; the ſufferings of Henry 
are not to be expreſſed, however, a cutter 
was hired inſtantly, and without taking any 
refreſhment they ſet ſail after the ſhip ; they 
met a boat returning with the father and 


brother of Louifa ; they hailed them, and in 


a few moments explained their deſign, to the 
utter aſtoniſhment of the father, who was 
entirely 
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entirely iznorant of the whole tranſaction: 
they turned the boat and accompanied the 
lover ; fortunately the ſhip had been retarded 
by the drawing up of one of the anchors, 
they came along fide of her, and in an inſtant 
Henry was on board: Louiſa had retired to 
the cabbin with the Governor's lady: her 
brother prudently ſtopped Henry, and deſ- 
cending into the cabbin, ſaw her drowned in 
tears; ſurpriſed at ſeeing him again“ my 
dear brother! (exclaimed ſhe,) what 1s the 
matter? where is my father? furely I ſaw 
you row from the ſhip !”'—< My father is on 
deck,—prepare yourſelf, my dear ſiſter, for 
a moſt delightful ſurpriſe ; your voyage is 
ſuſpended ;”—before he could utter another 
word, Henry flew into the cabbin, and over- 
come with joy, fatigue, and a variety of emo- 
tions, he fell at her feet, deprived of ſenſe. 
Terror and aſtoniſhment fixed her to her 
chair motionleſs, and the ſame inſtant, before 
ſhe had recovered the uſe of her faculties, ſhe 
found herſelf in the arms of Henry's father. 
who preſſed her to his boſom by the endear- 
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ing name of daughter! Henry began to ſtew 
ſigns of life, and Louiſa, thus authoriſed by his 
father, preſting his hand, repeatedly called 
him her dear, dear Henry. A flood of tears 
preſerved her from fainting, and, in a fey 
minutes, both were reſtored to a little com- 
poſure—* My dear, my worthy girl! (fad 
the old gentleman,) pardon me for all the 
diſtreſs I have given you, I knew not your 
value; but the young woman who could ge- 
nerouſly give up her own happineſs to the 
will of a parent ſhe had no reaſon to eſteem, 
and from principle alone plead againſt her 
wiſhes, deſerves to be happy; and happy 
you ſhall be, if the warmeſt affection and 
eſteem of your Henry and his father can 


make you fo—T ſhall now go to the captain 


and prepare for your removal.” — 


Matters were ſoon ſettled on board, and 
the happy lovers returned with their parents 
to London, where they found my friend in 
agonies of ſuſpence ; a few days re-eſtabliſh- 
ed Henry's health, and * were ſpeedily 
united. 
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united. This morning I paid them a viſit, 
and the old gentleman, Henry's father, gave 
me all particulars, and permitted me to take 


a copy of the letters; he abſolutely doats on 


Louiſa, and has enabled his fon to make a 


ſettlement, not equal to her deſerts and ge- 


nerous ſelf-denial, he ſays, but ſuch as he 
intended for the quality lady he once wiſhed 
to call his daughter. Thus, ladies, I have 
concluded my little narrative, and, I dare 
ſay, you are both charmed that the lovers 
are ſo fortunate.” —*© My dear Mrs. Warner, 
cried Lady Stanley, you muſt introduce me 
to your Louiſa; I adore her;” © and ] allo, 
added Lady Beaumont: amiable girl! ſhe 
well deſerves her happineſs— What a tri- 
umph was her's, to owe her felicity to the 
efforts of virtue.“ Well, ſaid Mrs. War- 
ner, I hope ſoon to be favoured with a viſit 
from her ; and you, ladies, ſhall certainly be 
of the party; I ſhould add, that her parents 
have written an account to India of Louiſa's 
marriage ; and one of the other daughters. 
goes out next ſeaſon to ſupply her place.” — 
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When tea was over, cards were propoſed, 
and the gentlemen ſummoned to attend : Sir 


William, though not without ſome confu- 


ſion, apologized for being under an indiſpen- 
ſible engagement, which obliged him to break 


from ſuch an agreeable party.—“ I thought, 


William, (faid Lady Beaumont, with ſome 
ſeverity in her manner,) you told me yeſter- 


day, you had no engagement to preclude 
your attendance on our good friends here.” 


&« For the dinner hours I certainly had not, 
madam ; but I did not underſtand the even- 
ing was included in the invitation.“ Make 
no difficulties, my young friend, (ſaid Mr. 
Warner, ) conſider theſe doors as always open 
to you, and go and come without ceremony 
or reſtraint.” Sir William felt abaſhed at 
this kindneſs, which his mother acknowledg- 
ed in warm terms of gratitude ; he bowed his 
thanks, and, taking leave of the ladies, re- 
joiced at his eſcape from ſuch dull compa- 
ny. He haſtened to Brookes's, and found 
his former companions, with ſome others, 
who were deeply engaged at play; having 

ſoon 
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ſoon formed a party, fortune, as uſual, chang- 

ed ſides alternately, but it was thought poli- 

tic he ſhould this night be the winner, and, 

at the breaking up of the party, he was about 

4 forty guineas in pocket, which elated him 
greatly, and inſpired hopes that he ſhould. 

ſoon recover his loſſes; conſequently they 

found no difficulty in prevailing on him to- 

_ promiſe meeting them every evening, either 

before or after any other engagement.. It 

was four in the morning when he returned 

home, and the different occurrences of the 

day engaged his thoughts for two. or three 

hours after he retired, and therefore he was 

ſcarcely ſettled to ſleep when Lady Beau- 

mont had her breakfaſt; painful was the 
intelligence which. accompanied it; but ſhe 

ſaw there was no remedy but patience for the _ | 

HF. preſent. About twelve the Baronet awaked, 
and getting his breakfaſt, hurried away, eager 
to ſee Miſs Rivers, and preſent her with the 
trinket he had purchaſed ; he found her alone ; 
in an elegant diſhabile; ſhe had been: diſor- bl 
dered by a violent head-ach, and looked ſo 4 
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| ſoft and languiſhing, that he was quite 
in raptures. The preſent was received 
with an apparent reluctance, ſo as to make 
Sir William believe he was the perſon 
obliged by her acceptance of it. She in- 
formed him, they had received an invitation 
to dine and ſpend the day with Lady Stan- 
ley, but that not being well enough to go 
herſelf, ſhe had with ſome difficulty prevail- 
ed on her mother to go there in the even- 
ing without her; © Conſequently, (added 
ſhe ſmiling,) I muſt ſpend a dull evening at 
home.“ Will you permit me, my dear Miſs 
Rivers, to intrude myſelf, and endeavor to 
enliven thoſe ſolitary hours?“ She politely 
thanked him, but apprehended it might inter- 
fere with fome more agreeable engagement. 
A very paſſionate reply on his ſide, and her 
acquieſcence, ſettled the buſineſs. After paſ- 
ſing two or three hours to their mutual ſa- 
tisfaction, he returned to dine with his mo- 
ther, and reſolved to write an excuſe to his 
friends, and for one night poſtpone the re- 


covery 


C 
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covery of his money for a more pleaſing en- 
gagement. 


At table, he was all ſpirits and gaiety; 
his mother, pleaſed at his good humour, 
avoided taking notice of his late hours, but 
aſked him, in a laughing way, if his acquain- 


tance with Colonel Minors and Lord Stor- 


mer had not introduced him to ſome 
agreeable females yet. No, indeed, (re- 
plied he,) J have not the pleaſure of know- 
ing any young lady but Miſs Rivers.” — 


« Well then, (ſaid her ladyſhip,) if you have 


no engagement for the evening on Friday 
next, here 1s a card from Lady Mandeville 
(a relation of Sir Edward Stanley's,) to in- 
vite us to a rout at her houſe on that day, 

and I am informed her ladyſhip's parties are 
always moſt brilliantly attended have oz 
any objection to going? I muſt ſend an anſwer 
this evening.” Sir William being in high 


good-humour, and deſirous of extending his 


acquaintance, gave a ready aſſent, and an 
anſwer was returned accordingoly, After din- 


ner,” 
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ner, he ſtrolled down St. James's. Street, and 


calling in at the Thatched-houſe, was agree- 


ably ſurpriſed to meet there Lord Stormer and 
two or three of his former party. After a pret- 
ty free circulation of the glaſs, they repaired 


to the billiard-table: with this game Sir 


William was entirely unacquainted, and con- 
ſequently only looked on; but he was ſo 
exceedingly amuſed as to expreſs a regret he 
could not be a partaker in the diverſion: 
« Nothing ſo eaſily learnt, my dear Sir, (ſaid 
Mr. Horner ;) if you will do me the honor to 
take a few leſſons from me, I engage in a 
week to make you maſter of the game.” The 
Baronet accepted this polite offer, and it 
was agreed to meet there every morning at 
eleven for an hour or two; his friends warm- 
ly preſſed him to accompany them to the 


play, and from thence to their uſual place of 
_ rendezvous, but this invitation he had juſt 
reſolution enough to decline, and to keep his. 


engagement with Miſs Rivers. One of the 


gentlemen having loſt two bottles of claret, 
he was compelled to partake of them, which, 
5 added 
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added to what he had drank before, exhile- 
rated his ſpirits to a very high pitch. Hav- 
ing parted with his friends, he almoſt flew 
to Miſs Rivers, who was alone, and received 
him with an air of tender ſatisfaction. Now, 
he thought, was the time to try his influence: 
Miſs Rivers at firſt gently repulſed him, but 
he continued offending, begging pardon, in- 
curring anger, and then again imploring for- 
giveneſs, till, in one unhappy hour, was the 
unfortunate Miſs Rivers undone. -O, that 


young women would peruſe the excellent 


leſſons of the inimitable Richardſon, and re- 
member, © That the woman who does not 
properly reſent initiatory freedoms, 1s loſt.” 
O, that, they would early learn, that no 


man who really admires and reſpects them 
would dare addreſs them with improper liber- 


ties—the air of reſpect, the diſtant awe and 
faltering tongue characteriſe the real lover, 
not the © ratling tongue of ſaucy eloquence.” 


nor the preſuming freedom which leſſens. 


reſpe& and diminiſhes their conſequence. 
Poor Miſs Rivers! a victim to artifice, du- 


plicity, 
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plicity, and to the imprudent advice of an ill. 
judging parent.— Unfortunate woman! how 
are your ſchemes defeated, how do all your 
arts and contrivances recoil on yourſelf, and 
blaſt your hopes for ever l- but ſuch muſt 
ever be the fate of premeditated deceit ; can- 
dour only and an ingenuous heart can ſtand 
the teſt of time and accidents. The hour 
of deluſion paſt, Miſs Rivers felt the horrors 
of her fituation. She flew from the arms of 
Sir William in' the moſt poignant diſtreſs; 
he caught her gown as ſhe was leaving the 
room, beſought her pardon for the paſt and 
renewed his vows of unalterable love: ſhe 
turned to him, and with a look of anguiſh, 
which froze his ſoul, „I upbraid you not, 
fir, (cried ſhe,) my own folly has undone me, 


and 'tis fit I ſhould be the ſufferer - let me ne- 


ver ſee you more; I have deſerved the evils 


that have befallen me, and bitter ſelf-re- 


proach muſt be the portion of my future 


days.“ She broke from him and retired to 
another room he found it was in vain to 
expect her return, and departed under a 


train 
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train of the moſt perplexing and diſagreeable 
ſenfations—his feet moved mechanically to- 
wards Brookes's, and his preſence ſo unex- 
peed, was an agreeable ſurpriſe to his 
friends. The obſervant Colonel preſently 
faw ſomething extraordinary had happened, 
there was a degree of ſeriouſneſs and agita- 
tion in Sir William's appearance and manner 
not at all common. —< How came we to 
have the pleaſure of ſecing you this evening? 


(ſaid he in an ironical tone) is Lady Beau- 


mont engazed in a private party, or has the 
lovely Miſs Rivers dilcarded you in a pre- 


tended fit of anger? * This laſt conjecture 


touched the ſtring which vibrated to his 
heart, and not having yet acquired that 


faſhionable non-challance to affect total indif- 


ference to the moſt interreſting matters, the 


change in his countenance convinced the 


Colonel a was not right; ſuſpending his 
curioſity for the preſent, he preſſed him to 
play a rubber ;—unhappy from his own re- 
flections, he readily complied, and playing 
jnattentively he loſt conſiderably, without 
| | even 
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even knowing what he loſt till he was rouſed 
at the breaking up of the party, by finding 
his debts were ſeven hundred and fifty pounds: 
this effectually brought him to his ſenſes; 
ſhocked at the loſs of ſo large a ſum, he 
turned to the Colonel, who had been his 
partner - How 1s this, Colonel ? (cried he) 
I thought we only played five guineas the 
rubber — At firſt (anſwered his friend with 
an air of mortification) it was ſo ; but our evil 
genius prompted us to double on, in hopes 
of covering in our loſſes, till we are com- 
pletely fleeced :—and where the devil to raiſe 
ſeven hundred pounds I know not ;—T have 
over-drawn my agent and can't get a ſhilling 
there.” Pho! (cried Mr. Horner) make 
no difficulties—Y our note for one month, or 


even three, will do both for yourſelf and Sir 


William.” —< J am obliged to you, fir, (re- 


plied the Baronet) but I have the money by 


me, and certainly ſhall diſcharge the debt to- 


morrow.” On quitting the room the Colo- 
nel followed him: « My dear friend, what 
is the matter? you have been out of ſpirits 


the 
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the whole evening and ſo curſedly inattentive, 

that, I am certain I owe the loſs of ſeven 
hundred pounds ſolely to your bad play.“ 
« ] am very ſorry for it; (anſwered Sir Wil- 
liam ;) and as I am conſcious your reproach 
is juſt, I muſt beg to conſider the whole 
debt as mine; 'tis not right you ſhould be 


4 the ſufferer by my careleſsneſs.“ “ Neither 


ſhall you by your generoſity ; (replied the 
artful Colonel ;) but if you can conveniently 
lend me the money and take my note your- 
ſelf; I would ſooner be obliged to you than 


to any man living; but, I proteſt, I will 


have it on no other terms. You are wel- 
come to it on any terms you pleaſe,” was the 
anſwer, © May I (ſaid the Colonel,) pre- 
ſume on your friendſhip ſo much as to en- 
quire what particular diſtreſs has run away 
with your ſpirits, and played the devil with 
us this evening ? ſhall I gueſs, and, without 
being a conjuror, ſuppoſe Miſs Rivers a par- 
ty concerned?“ * She is indeed, (replied the 
Baronet, with a ſigh,) I wiſh I had never 
{een her,” — e What, the cunning gypſey 


affects 
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affects cruelty does ſhe? prithee don't be 
melancholy ; tis all artifice, believe me; ſhe 
wants to draw you in; and that mother of 
her's is as cunning as the devil, but turn the 
tables upon them; affect indifference in your 
turn, and the game will be in your hands in 
leſs than a weck.“ -“ Indeed, Colonel, you 
know nothing of the matter, (faid Sir Wil- 
liam, peeviſhiy.) 


Minors ſaw by this there was a ſecret, and, 
by dint of per/everence, and a thouſand quel- 
tions, he at length drew from him an ac- 
count of the whole affair. “ And is this 
(cried Minors) ſuch a wonderful ſad buſineſs 


ss to make you out of ſpirits? Why, thou 


ſtrange creature! any other man would be 
out of his wits with tranſport.” “ Really, 


(ſaid Sir William,) her difireſs wounded me 


to the very ſoul.“— Diſtreſs ! Ha, ha, ha; 
The old ſtale trick !—but I forgive you, 
you are yet a novice: Prithee give up 
ſuch ſimple ideas. Would a modeſt girl, 
who had a reſpect for herſelf, or her charac- 

ter, 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 149 


ter invite ſuch a z#te-I-7t4te with a young 
fellow ? Certainly not. I believe the lady 
might not intend matters ſhould have been 
carried ſo far, until ſhe had obtained a 
good ſettlement, and from her diſappoint- 
ment and vexation aroſe the diſtreſs you 
talk of, and not from injured virtue or violat- 
ed modeſty, or ſhe would have avoided, not 
courted, ſuch opportunities.” * And do you 
indeed think, (ſaid Sir William, with a look 
of ſatisfackion) that the want of a ſettlement 
was the only cauſe of her vexation?” © To 
be ſure I do (anſwered the other ;) write her 
a letter to-morrow with an offer of three or 
four hundred a year, and a reconciliation will 
ſoon take place.“ They parted with much 
cordiality, and Sir William, finding great re- 
lief from the advice of the Colonel, was very 
well diſpoſed to ſhew his gratitude in any 
way uſeful to him. The Colonel, mean time, 
was delighted with the fecret communicated 
to him ; he dreaded, leit the artifices of the 
mother and daughter ſhould have affected 
a matrimonial connection, which would have 


ruined 
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ruined his deſigns; but now that he ſaw the 
game in his own hands, three or four hun- 
dred a year was a trifle which might well be 
ſpared out of Sir William's fortune; Miſs 
Rivers would prevent his thoughts from fix- 
ing on any other lady, and the Colonel knew 


he might derive a thouſand advantages to 


himſelf from being intruſted with the ſecret, 
Thus, with mutual ſatisfaction, the gentle- 
men rapaired to reſt, where we will leave Sir 
William, tormented with broken ſlumber: 


and unpleaſant viſions, to enquire after the 


unhappy Mis Rivers. 


CHAP, 


„ . 
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Ci AF 


REFLECTION AND REPENTANCE., 


HE moment Sir William left the 
houſe, ſhe threw herſelf on her bed in 
mexpreſſible agonies. This unhappy young 
creature, tho' brought up in idleneſs and diſ- 
ſipation, had no propenſity to vice; dreſs, 
faſhion, and frivolity had been the buſineſs 
of her life, and 'tis eaſy to conceive what a 
young perſon mult feel, deprived at once of 
every amuſement, and treated with a ſuper- 
cilious contempt by her former companions. 
Yet, with a prudent and affectionate parent, 
ſhe might in time have been reconciled to 
her ſituation ; but Mrs. Rivers was eternally 
regretting the loſs of her former pleaſures, 
and inſtead of finding out ſome rational mode 
3 of 
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of employing time, or endeavouring, by 
cheerfulneſs and reſignation to divert the 


chagrin of her daughter, ſhe was always bu. 


fied in deviſing plans to recover their former 
elegance, encouraging her daughter in lay- 
ing ſnares for the opulent genclemen in the 
country, and when ſhe came to town, and by 
accident got introduced to Lady Beaumont, 
ſhe fancicd ſhe ſaw all her fairy viſions reali- 
zed, perſuaded her daughter to act as ſhe di- 


rected, without once conſidering the impro- 


per ſituations the poor girl muſt be thrown 
into; but looking on Sir William as a no- 
vice, eaſily inflamed, and as eaſily drawn into 


à marriage from motives of love alone, ſhe 


neither regarded decorum, nor attended to 
conſequences, only looking forward to the 
accompliſhment of her withes of once more 


being enabled to figure in high life. Alas! 
too many are the unthinking mothers of this 


age, who, by their own example, contradict 
every good precept their children may ſome- 
times happen to receive from education, and 
by throwing them early into company, exhi- 

e biting 


n 
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9 
biting them at every public place, in ſhort, 
making the introduction of a daughter an 
excuſe to cover their own fondneſs for diſſi- 
pation, they give their children a taſte for 
expenſive pleaſures and idle habits; and if, 
through a combination of unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances, they are deprived of the means 
to gratify their wiſhes, what are the conſe- 
quences to be expected? Without any re- 
ſources within themſelves to procure happi- 
neſs or amuſement, without any abilities, the 
exertion of which might afford a decent ſub- 
ſiſtence, they have recourſe to the meaneſt 
expedients to ſupport their pride, and too 
generally fall a ſacrifice to their vanity and 
the artifices of mankind. The unfortunate 
Miſs Rivers remained on the bed under all 


the horrors a feeling mind muſt endure from 


the late humiliating adventure, and without 
the power of conſolation from reflection, for 
that condemned her. When Mrs. Rivers 
came home, ſhe was informed, that her 
daughter was retired to bed very ill; greatly 
alarmed, ſhe flew to her room, and found the 


H | "unhappy 
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unhappy victim of her pernicious precepts, 
under the moſt poignant diſtreſs; “ Good 
| heavens! Anna, (exclaimed ſhe,) What is the 

matter? Are you ill! Has Sir William diſ- 
appointed you ?”—* O, would to Heaven he 
had! (anſwered Miſs Rivers, raiſing herſelf, 
and looking wildly at her mother ;) Would 
to Heaven I had never ſeen him! O, ma- 
dam, (added ſhe, catching her mother's 
hand,) I am undone, ruined for ever ! Your 
advice has been my deſtruction!“ Mrs, Ri- 
vers gave a ſhriek, and fell down on a chair 
unable to ſpeak — Pardon me, madam, 
(cried Miſs Rivers, ſtarting from the bed ;) 
pardon your wretched daughter for accuſing 
you !—I only am to blame; I ought to have 
foreſeen the conſequences of trying to engage 
the affections of a young man ſo amiable; I 
am the victim to my own duplicity.”— 
« Wicked, fooliſh girl! (ſaid Mrs. Rivers, 
puſhing her from her,) you have ruined all 
my hopes for ever. Where was your reſo- 
lution, where the guard you ought to have 


held. over your inclinations, when you fell 
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a prey to a mere novice—a lad unhacknied in 
che world, unverſed in the arts of ſeduction? 
Unworthy girl, you have deſtroyed my proſ- 
pects for ever!“ “ J know it all (anſwered 
| the poor girl in a tone of deſpair;) I know 
| Tam ruined beyond reparation, and my con- 

ſcience tells me I deſerve it. Conſcience! 

Your weakneſs, indeed, deſerved it talk not 
of conſcience ; but conſider, if there is no way 
| to remedy the evils you have brought upon 
me: Did he promiſe you marriage?“ © No, 
| (anſwered Miſs Rivers) he never did, and this 
| juſtice I muſt do him, I believe his intentions 
$ were innocent, and that he moſt ſincerely re- 
pents the fatal weakneſs of the moment which 
| rendered me forgetful of what I owed to my- 
ſelf and to virtue: But I am very ill, and 
cannot at preſent talk.” She leant back on 
g the bed, and appearing very faint, her mo- 
[ ther aſſiſted to undreſs and compoſe her ; 
bidding her take comfort, as the evil was not, 
perhaps, without a remedy, The poor girl 
{ſhook her head and ſighed. 


H 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs, Rivers began now to conſider wh; 
was to be done; and after canvaſſing varioy; 
plans which occurred to her, and weighing 
Lady Beaumont's character, and Sir Wil 
liam's little acquaintance with the artifices of 


women, ſhe adopted one with ſome hopes cf 


ſucceſs, and determined to put it into execu- 
tion next day. Miſs Rivers paſſed a ſleepleſ 
night, and in the morning had the appear 
ance of an alarming fever: her mother {en 


for a neighbouring apothecary, and having 


dreſt herſelf, without acquainting her unhap- 
py daughter of the deſign ſhe had in vir, 


fallied forth to Stanhope-ſtreet. Lady Beau 
mont was at breakfaſt when Mrs. Rivers ar- 


rived, and, though greatly ſurpriſed at ſuch 


an early viſit, gave inſtant orders for her ad- 


mittance ; Sir William was till in bed, and 
therefore did not hear of her coming. Mr. 
Rivers entered Lady Beaumont's dreſſing: 
room with an air of grief and deſpair; tit 


ſervant having withdrawn, ſhe threw herkl! 


into her chair, and burſt into tears: Lad 


Beaumont, ſurpriſed and affected, roſe imme. 
diateh 
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cel cauſe.“— 
Beaumont) good Heavens, madam, what 
do you mean?“ Mrs. Rivers, then, amidſt 
tears and ſighs, related the whole affair, but 
gloſſed it over in ſuch an artful manner as to 
take all blame from herſelf and throw the 
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diately to conſole her, with the moſt tender 


politeneſs. Oh! Lady Beaumont, (cried 


ſhe, ) you, behold the moſt miſerable of wo- 
men. I am undone; my dear fatherleſs 


child is ruined for ever, and your ſon the 
« My ſon! (exclaimed Lady 


whole on Sir William. —A gentleman of 


rank and faſhion, (continued ſhe,) has, for 


ſome time, been partial to Anna, and I have 
treated her ſeverely for refuſing him, tis 


plain her partiality to Sir William, and her 


reliance on his honor was the cauſe; and 


1 now how cruelly has he -requited that pre- 


ferance! O Lady Beaumont, an amiable 
virtuous young woman, my only comfort 
and hope in life is ſeduced, drawn from the 
paths of virtue, and ſoon, too ſoon, will 
leave me childleſs and miſerable ! for death 
is her only wiſh ! *Tis impoſſible to convey 
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an idea of Lady Beaumont's grief and aſto. 
niſnment at ſuch an unexpected detail of the 
miſconduct of her ſon: (the very ſhort time hs 
bad been in Town to be guilty of ſuch enormities 
gave her the moſt ſenſible affliction: — ſue 
pauſed, heſitated, and was wholly at a los 
for a reply: — Mrs. Rivers wept abundantly 
— Lady Beaumont felt the ſincereſt compi. 
fon for her ſituation, and at laſt, taking her 
hand, „tis needlefs I believe, my dear ma. 


dam, (faid ſhe) for me to expreſs the horror 


and concern I feel on this occaſion ; would 
to Heaven I had it in my power to remove 


your ſorrow ! but I am totally at a loſs how 
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enter warmly into the cauſe of your amiable | 


unfortunate daughter; yet as he 1s indepen- 


dent of me, and his own maſter, if juſtice, 


honor and compaſſion have no weight wit: 
him, I fear my influence is not to be de- 
pended on“ Ah, madam ! (cried Mrs. 
Rivers,) I feel your goodneſs, and you, | 
am ſure, muſt pity a parent's diſtreſs. —1 


have but one child, (but one hold on earth 
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to engage my affections,) and to have that 
one rendered miſerable for life through an 


unhappy attachment and a momentary weak- 
neſs, alas, this laſt evil is more ſevere than 
all the woes I have lately felt, for now my 


only hope of comfort is torn from me! 
« Dear madam, (anſwered Lady Beau- 
mont,) let me beſeech you to be compoſed ; 
return to your diſconſolate daughter, endea- 
vour to ſooth her to peace, and depend upon 


ſeeing me in the evening, If I can prevail 


with my ſon, be aſſured I ſhall acknowledge 


Miſs Rivers as my daughter.—Delighted by 


this aſſurance the aim of all her wiſhes, this 
artful woman took leave with all the appear- 


ance of heavy grief, and deep-felt gratitude 


to Lady Beaumont. After Mrs. Rivers 
had left her, Lady Beaumont fell into a 
train of the moſt painful reflections; though 
ſhe molt ſeverely condemned her ſon, yet, 
ſhe could not think the young lady quite 
blameleſs: their acquaintance had been fo 
ſhort as to have precluded any ſtrong attach- 


ment, or any great degree of intimacy: ſhe 
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could not find much ſatisfaction in the idea 
of her ſon's marrying Miſs Rivers, as the 
concluded there muſt have been ſome im- 
proper levities in her behaviour ; but, when 
the conſidered the ſituation of the mother 
and daughter, and the afflictions and misfor- 
tunes they had encountered by the death of 
Mr. Rivers and the loſs of a ſplendid in- 
come, ſhe felt her compaſſion ſo ſtrongly en. 
gaged as to overweigh every other conſidera- 
tion: — ſhe rang the bell and enquired if Sir 
William was ſtirring, and being anſwered 
in the affirmative ſent to let him know ſhe 
wiſhed to ſpeak to him before he went out. 
He was then engaged in writing to Miſs 
Rivers, and being guided by the Colonel's 
advice, actually made her an offer of taking 
her a genteel houſe and ſettling on her 400]. 
a year for life: — having diſpatched a very 
tender epiſtle, and requeſted leave to wait 
on her in the evening, he repaired to his 
mother's apartment, and was not a little 
ſtruck at obſerving a ſolemnity on her fea- 


tures not common, and the traces of tears in 
ß 
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her eyes. — Having faſtened the door, after 
ſome heſitation, ſhe addreſſed him: © I am 
much grieved, Sir William, to be compel- 
led to accuſe you of the moſt cruel and diſ- 
honourable actions, of deſtroying the peace 
of a worthy parent and rendering an WR 
young woman miſerable for ever.” Sir 
William ſtarted, turned pale and trembled 
with ſurpriſe and vexation—* I ſee, (added 
ſhe) that when I have informed you Mrs. 
Rivers has been with me, I need not be 
more explicit; O, my ſon, how ſwiftly have 
you followed error and plunged into vice! 
what reparation can you offer an unhappy 
young woman, born to high proſpects, by 
ſevere afflictions deprived of affluence, and 
now thrown by a moment's criminal indul- 
gence beyond the loweſt of her ſex! The 
diſpenſations of Providence, however af- 
flictive, may be rendered ſupportable where 
there is no ſelf-reproach to embitter reflec- 
tion: but how is the unhappy Miſs Rivers 
to bear retroſpection? and by what fallaci- 


ous arguments can you. reconcile to yourſelf 
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the irreparable injuries done to a family ſuf. 
ficiently unhappy before you added ſhame 


and remorſe to their misfortunes 2?” * Un. 


able to frame any kind of reply, Sir William 
fat motionleſs, oppreſſed with a thouſand dif- 
ferent ſenfations, ſometimes he was inclined 
from pity to tell his mother, he was ready 
to marry Mifs Rivers, but then the charac- 
ter he had heard both of the mother and 
daughter, and the indiſcreet conduct, to 
call it no worſe, of the latter, the ridicule he 
ſhould incur from Minors, and the being 
ſo early confined by a matrimonial engage- 
ment, more than over-ballanced his com- 
paſſion for Muſs Rivers, and his compunc- 
tion for his fault. After a variety of con- 
tending emotions, the reſult of which Lady 
Beaumont ſilently awaited; © I hope, ma- 
dam, (ſaid he,) you will believe I had no 
particular deſign of ſeducing Miſs Rivers, 
and that I moſt ſincerely lament our late un- 


happy error; I was fond of her tis true, but 


the advances both of mother and daughter 
met me at leaſt hal{-way, and laſt night we 
| were 
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were thrown together purpoſely I. have no 
doubt” “ How, William! interrupted her 
ladyſhip, are you mean and wicked enough 
to endeavour at lefſening your own crimes 
by aſcribing to imprudence and deſign the 
civilities you received from unſuſpecting in- 


nocence? fie, fie! this is really in my eyes 


an aggravation of your guilt.” © Hear me 
with patience, madam, and then judge with 
candour.” — He now repeated, without nam- 
ing his author, the intelligence he had heard 
from Minors; he mentioned the frequent 
opportunities given him by the mother, and 
the very apparent deſign of the daughter to 
draw him in; and though he confeſſed ſhe 
ſeemed bitterly to repent the fatal indulgence 
ſhe had given him, he was inclined to think 
even that proceeded more from momentary 
remorſe than fromreal virtue. Impoſſible! 
(cried Lady Beaumont) 'tis impoſlible they 
can be ſuch as you repreſent them: you are 
deceived and impoſed on by ſome profligate, 
who wiſhed to render you equally wicked 
with himſelf, -My heart bleeds for them, 
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your honor, your humanity is concerned in 
making reparation; there is but one way, 
and that is to marry Miſs Rivers !'—« Mar- 
ry her! (repeated the Baronet,) would your 
ladyſhip wiſh me to marry a girl without 
friends and fortune, and who has been ſo 
imprudent?” * Yes, (anſwered ſhe warmly,) 
thoſe very deficiencies are her recommenda- 
tions; had a young woman of fortune fallen 
into ſuch a criminal indulgenee I ſhould 
have deſpiſed her ; but this poor unfortunate 
girl has no reſource againſt ſhame and the 
contempt of the world; and although her 
fault is not leſſened by her poverty, yet her 
claims upon your humanity are the ſtronger, 
for you have ruined her peace of mind for 
ever; you have brought ſeif-reproach on the 


_ unfortunate, and you now give her up to 
calumny and diſgrace. Yeſterday I would 


have objected to your union with Miſs Ri- 
vers, to day I urge, I entreat you to marry 


her; ſhe has a claim to juſtice, and there is 


no other way to render it—you ſay you are 
fond of her, make yourſelf then truly amiable 
in 
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in her eyes; have a claim to her affection and it 
| gratitude for life, by making her your's for if 
ever.“ — Thus earneſtly preſſed, Sir William 1 
a { was at a loſs how to act, he had no inclina- =_ 
— tion to marry, ſtill leſs to unite himſelf with tl. 
N Miſs Rivers; after pauſing ſome time, he { 1 
\ begged four and twenty hours to conſider of 1 
l it,-—this delay did not pleaſe Lady Beau- 1 
mont, ſhe thought reflection and the advice 1 
: of his companions would over-turn all her 1 
| arguments; yet, when ſhe conſidered that it 
her compaſſion for Miſs Rivers ought not to (hi 
| make her forgetful of her ſon's happineſs, kl 
and that to force a wife upon him might 1 
| imbitter all his future days, ſhe knew not | "it 
| what to ſay ;—he had a right to free agency, 14 
| and if ſome little affection did not plead for 10 
the poor girl as well as her perſuaſions, the 1 
marriage might prove a curſe to both. Un- 15 
1 der this conviction, ſhe replied; © undoubt- 1 
{| edly take time to conſider; and may the re- Rid 
ſult, whatever it is, be equally advantage- bl 
| ous to your honor and your happineſs 1—] | 1 
| thall, nevertheleſs, go to Green-ſtreet and win 
| | offer 
JF 
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offer what conſolation 1s in my power to both 
mother and daughter.—* Do not (cried Sir 
William,) make any promiſes, or inſpire 
hopes which may prove deluſive.“ “ You 
may be ſure J will not, anſwered ſhe. They 
then ſeparated ; Sir William retired to dreſs, 
and when dreſſed flew away in ſearch of his 
friend and counſellor, to ſupply him with 
the money he had promiſed, and to pay his 
own debts of the preceding evening. He 


found the Colonel at the coffee -houſe, and 


after they had ſettled the buſineſs of the mo- 


ney, much to his ſatisfaction, Sir William 


proceeded to inform him of the letter he had 


ſent to Miſs Rivers, of the mother's viſit to 
Lady Beaumont, and of the converſation be- 


tween his mother and himſelf. What the 
devil, (cried Minors,) is your mother ſo 
romantic, that becauſe the girl has neither 
fortune nor virtue, you muſt ſupply the one 


and patch up the other? Pretty doctrine in- 
deed! but I hope, my friend, you have more 


ſenſe than to be the dupe of Mrs. Rivers's 


ſchemes and artifice” * Certainly I will not, 


but 
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but really I am at a loſs what to do''—< do! 
(cried the Colonel, ) do any thing but marry; 
a pretty thing indeed to marry ſuch a girl, 
and pay the price of matrimony to intro- 
duce her into life for the uſe of your friends.” 
* Nay, Colonel, (anſwered Sir William,) 
J believe you injure the poor girl, I really 
do not think her vicious.“ No, certainly, 


(ſaid Minors,) nothing but the attractions of 


Sir William Beaumont could have lulled her 
virtue to fleep : however, to be ſerious, I am 


pretty well acquainted with the world and no 


ftranger to the artifices and inclinations of 
the female part of it, and whenever I ſee a 
girl brought up in a ſtyle of dreſs and faſhion 
ſhe has no fortune to ſupport; whenever I ſee 
an imprudent mother exhibiting her daugh- 
ter at every public place, and encouraging 
young fellows to buz about her without any 
proper reſtrictions; depend upon it the girl 
is a coquet, a jilt, or any thing a young man 
of fortune may chuſe to make of her, and 
the mother little better than a procureſs, who 
is on the watch to make the beſt bargain ſhe 


can 
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can for her daughter: “ But, (ſaid Sir 
William, there is nothing reprehenſible in 
a parent's wiſhes and endeavours to provide 
for a child.“ No, (anſwered Minors) not 
where thoſe wiſhes and endeavours are con- 


fined within the limits of decorum ; but 1 


leave you to judge if fuch was the conduct of 
Mrs. Rivers—would a prudent mother have 
brought her daughter again into the gay 
world to make her languiſh for pleaſures out 
of her power to purchaſe? would a prudent 
mother invite the company of young gay 


men, and leave them tẽtẽ-d-tẽtẽ with her child 


at all hours? No, no, Beaumont, they may 
endeavour to impoſe upon you, as one igno- 


rant of the world and it's cuſtoms, but they 


could not dupe me.“ Neither ſhall they 
impoſe on me, (replied Sir William,) I like 
Miſs Rivers very well as a companion, and 


if ſhe accepts my offers ſhall find much plea- 


ſure in contributing to her eaſe and happi- 
neſs; but, as to marrying her, I am deter- 
mined againſt it.“ And then, (faid the 
Colonel in a wining tone,) then will mamma 


ſcold, 
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ſcold, then will Miſs cry, then will Lady 
Beaumont lecture, and have you courage to 
ſtand ſuch attacks?” “ Yes, you will find 1 
have ſpirit enough to ſtand my ground, and 
not ſacrifice my happineſs to compulſion or 
perſuaſion.” — © Well, then, you have more 
reſolution than I expected; let us ſee you in 
the evening, for I long to know the event of 
your letter and Lady Beaumont's viſit, — 
They ſeparated, Sir William took two or 
three turns in the Mall to reflect on the im- 
portant buſineſs before him, previous to 


meeting his mother, whom he half dreaded 
to ſee | 


Her ladyſhip, ſoon after he went out, or- 
dered her carriage, and drove to Mrs. Ri- 
vers's ; that lady faw her alight with much 
pleaſure and high expectation ; Lady Beau- 
mont enquired very tenderly afrer Miſs Ri- 
vers ; the mother ſaid ſhe had been let blood, 
and appeared rather more compoſed ; © I 
will tell her you are here,” (added ſhe.) 
“Not unleſs you think my preſence may af- 


ford 
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ford her any comfort, (ſaid Lady Beau- 
mont; ) and I wiſh, dear madam, to let you 
know my bopes are very ſlender, though my 
wiſhes are ſtrong.” She then repeated ſuch 
parts of the converſation, between herſelf 
and Sir William, as could not offend Mrs. 
 Rivers's delicacy, and concluded with ſay- 
ing, © You ſee, that having no power to 
compel my ſon, if I fail in perſuaſion, all 
hopes are at an end; and ſhould that unhap- 
pily be the caſe, I muſt infiſt that you per- 
mit me to ſettle ſuch a ſum on Miſs Rivers 
as ſhe might have expected for pin-money 
had ſhe been my ſon's wife; her delicacy, I 


= * 
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therefore 'tis my duty to provide for her in 
ſuch a manner as may guard her from all 
pecuniary difficulties in living ſingle. Mrs, 
Rivers was about to acknowledge Lady 
Beaumont's kindneſs when Sir William's let- 
ter was brought both the ladies was ſur- 
priſed, and Mrs. Rivers propoſed opening it: 
This her ladyſhip declined, and begged it 
might be conveyed to the young lady ; add- 
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ing, © Sincerely do I wiſh the contents may 
be ſuch as to afford her comfort and plea- 
ſurer” The letter being ſent up, before they 
had time to renew their converſation, the 
bell was rang with great violence, and Mrs. 
Rivers, running up ſtairs, almoſt inſtantly 
cried out, „Oh, Lady Beaumont, my child 
is dying! Lady Beaumont, extremely a- 
larmed, followed her, and, on entering the 
room, ſaw the unhappy giri had fainted 
away ; ſhe drew near the bed, and applied 
her ſalts, whilſt Mrs. Rivers was buſily em- 
ployed in reading the letter which lay open, 


and appeared to be the cauſe of this ſudden 


ne Dinas 52m awe + > 1--- f 


al Arm. MIS. Kivers pur wu ictcer in ner 
pocket, and having mixed fome hartſhorn 


and water, tried to force it down the throat 


of her daughter, who began to ſhew ſome 
ſigns of life: At length, opening her eyes, 
with a deep ſigh, ſhe fixed them on Lady 
Beaumont, faintly ſcreamed, and hid her 
head in the pillow. The ſervant being diſ- 
miſled, Lady Beaumont took her hand, and 
tendorty preſſing it, Be compoſed, my 
dear 
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dear young lady, (ſaid ſhe;) here are none 
but friends about you ; I promiſe to be your 
firm unalterable friend; look up then with 
comfort, and let all dilagreeable events be 
blotted from your remembrance like the vi- 
ſions of the night.” Mails Rivers raiſed her 
head, and looking with great earneſtneſs, 
anſwered, © I thank you, madam, for your 
unmerited kindneſs; but there is no comfort 
for me!” «© You know not that, (ſaid her 
ladyſhip;) endeavour: to be reconciled to 
yourſelf, and al: will be weli.” A deep figh 
was Miſs Rivers's only anſwer ; and as ſhe 


appeared reſtleſs and uneaſy, Lady Beaumont 


took leave, repcatedly affuring her of her af- 
fection, and promſing to ſee her again next 
day. Mrs. Rivers called in thc ſervant, 
and then following Lady Beaumont, You 
ſee, madam, (ſaid ſhe) to what a miſerable 


condition your fon has reduced my child; he 


ought, if he is a man of honor, to redreſs her 
wrongs.” © do ſee, madam, I ſee with 
much compaſſion, Miſs Rivers's ſituation ; 
and did it depend on me, I have already 

told 


9 8 


Dns 
3 


and comfort you may be aſſured of.” Lady 


letter from you came whilſt I was there, and 
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told you my ſentiments ; but young men, at 
his time of life, are ſeldom talked into mea- 
ſures of this kind without the concurrence of 
inclination, which I muſt ſincerely wiſh may 
operate in favor of your daughter; every 
thing that depends on myſelf for your eaſe 


Beaumont took leave, and returned to meet 
her ſon at dinner; ſhe acquainted him with 
her viſit, and how ill ſhe had left Miſs Ri- 
vers. © There is one circumſtance (con- 
tinued ſhe) that I wiſh to have explained; a 


to that letter, it is pretty evident, was ow- 
ing the fit Miſs Rivers was ſeized with; the 
contents were not communicated to me, and 
I own myſelf curious to know what they 
were.” Sir William was all confuſion ; he 
curfed the careleſs remiſſneſs of his ſervant 
in delaying the delivery of the letter, and 
was never more at a loſs for a reply. © 1 
ſee (ſaid his mother) I am not to be let in- 
to the ſecret; yet I ſhould imagine, after 
what I already known, there can be no rea- 
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ſon for concealment.” —< Indeed (replied 


Sir William at laſt) there 1s nothing to con- 


ceal ; I wrote a few lines to expreſs my ſor- 
row and regret, and entreated her to make 
herſelf eaſy, as I ſhould be always glad to 


promote her happineſs. Something like 


that I know it was.” “ Well, (replied her 
ladyſhip) tis not of much conſequence what 


its contents were; I have engaged to call on 
Mrs. Rivers to-morrow, as you have promiſ- 
ed to determine within that time, I ſincerely 
hope I may be the meſſenger of good news.“ 


* Tis needleſs, madam, (ſaid he) to keep 


you in ſuſpenſe when I have made up my 


own mind; 1 moſt truly regret the folly I 
have been guilty of, and will do any thing 
you may think proper to reſtore Miſs Ri- 
vers's peace; but—I cannot marry her,” — 
tc And is this reſolution of your's the reſult 
of ſerious deliberation ?” © It is, madam, I 
cannot think of marriage as yet; I am young, 
have ſeen nothing of the world, particularly 
the female part of it; and, I think, to unite 
myſelf to Miſs Rivers without a decided pre- 

ference 
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ference in her favor, would be doing an equal 
injury to both.” © And pray, (faid her lady- 
ſhip) did you never lead this poor girl to 
believe you did prefer her to others?“ “ 1 
do not think 1 did abſolutely ; I have ad- 
mired her perſon, and warmly declared my 
admiration, but indeed, madam, my little 
attentions were ſo very favorably received, 
twas unneceſſary to make proteſtations or 
promiſes ; in a word, I am well perſuaded it 
was a premeditated defign of Mrs. Rivers's 
and her daughter's'to draw me into mar- 
riage ; the young lady not being quite ſo 
artful as her mother, in an unlucky moment, 
fell a ſacrifice ; if ſhe is miſerable, I am truly 

ſorry ; but matrimony muſt be out of the 
queſtion,” —<© I know not (ſaid Lady Beau- 
mont, very gravely,) from whom you have 
obtained your new lights and free ſenti- 
ments, but I muſt tell you plainly, the 
ruin of an innocent young woman is a crime 
of the deepeſt dye, and calls for repentance 
and amendment too ;—however you may 
reconcile it to yourſelf, I know you have 


made 
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made me extremely miſerable ; for only a 
corrupted heart can be callous to ſuch dit. 
treſs as you have occaſioned, Oh, William! 
ſo early initiated into vice, and ſo ready to 
adopt unjuſt prejudices! Alas! that any 
heart can be ſo devoid of feeling as to add 
unkindneſs and reproach to the anguiſh of a 
broken ſpirit and an afflicted heart! What 


a taſk have you impoſed on me! And how 


ſhall I meet this unhappy girl to-morrow ?” 
cc I am really ſorry for what has happened, 
but, my dear mother, you give yourſelf unne- 
ceſſary pain; Mrs. Rivers is not the woman 
you take her to be; and for the daughter, 
with her pretty perſon, and the mother's ma- 
nagement, ſhe may ſtill get well married.“ 


So ſaying, he haſtily left the room. Lady 


Beaumont ſaw, with much ſorrow, the li- 
bertine principles which had been inſtilled 
into his mind, and bitterly regretted his, want 
of knowledge reſpecting men and manners. 
« Alas! (faid ſhe) from an anxiety to pre- 
ſerve his morals uncorrupted by a public 


education, I have kept him in one narrow 
circle; 
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circle: and now, being at once plunged into 
high life, and unluckily fallen into a diſſipated 
profligate acquaintance, how ſoon are his 
morals depraved! And in all probability he 
will follow his libertine purſuits with ten 
thouſand times more avidity than if he had 


earlier been inducted into the knowledge of 


the world. This vile deſtructive town! 
Would to Heaven we had never ſeen, or al- 
ways reſided in it!” Sir William in the 
mean time was not free from anxiety; his 
paſſion for Miſs Rivers was not very violent, 
yet he did not like the idea of loſing her:. 
No anſwer had been returned to his letter; 
his mother judged her fits had been occaſion- 
ed by peruſing it, and ſhould the contents be 
communicated to Lady Beaumont, he was 
conſcious ſne would have juſt cauſe to be 
exaſperated againſt him: He had not the 


reſolution to preſent himſelf at Mrs. Rivers's 


door, but repaired to his companions under 
much diſquietude, and with a very ſerious 
countenance. There were three tables en- 
gaged when he entered the room, and Lord 


1 Stormer 
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Stormer was walking about apparently muck 


agitated. The parties nodded to the Barone, 
and the Colonel told him he ſhould preſent- 
ly cut in; a matter he was totally indifferent 
about ; but advancing to Lord Stormer, he 
enquired if his lordſhip had done play.— 
« Would to Heaven (replied he, with 
eagerneſs) I had never played at all! — O, Sir 


William, I am undone—]1I have loſt an im- 


menſe ſum, and where the devil to raiſe a 
guinea I know not! Thoſe two ſtrangers 
you ſee at yonder table have completely 
fleeced me; the Colonel thought them no- 
vices, but they are a match for him with all 
his fineſſe.” This laſt obſervation ſtartled 
Sir William, but before he had time for ob- 
ſervation, two of the tables broke up; the 


Colonel declared himſelf a winner of about 


300 pounds, and in high ſpirits, challenged 
the Baronet to take him up; he was never 


leſs inclined to play, yet to avoid reflections, 


at that time, not very pleaſant, he conſented, 
and aſked Lord Stormer to join the table. 


« ] would do ſo with all my heart, (replied 


he) 
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he) but 1 have loſt every ſhilling ; therefore 
muſt play on credit if I play at all.“ If 
twenty guineas will be of any uſe, (ſaid Sir 
William) they are at your ſervice: Tis a 


moiety of what I have in my purſe, and as 
much as I ſhall play for this evening.” —<© I 


accept your friendly offer (ſaid his lordſhip ;) 


and am much obliged to you. The Colonel 
here would not lend me a ſixpence.“ — 
« Not I, faith,” (replied Minors.) They 
ſat down to play; Sir William and Lord 


| Stormer againſt the Colonel and Mr. Ban- 


gor, one of the ſtrangers. Fortune till fat 
her face againſt the two former; their ready 
money ſoon changed ſides ; and his lordſhip 
being deſperate, and Sir William careleſs 
and inattentive to his loſſes, from the agita- 
tion of his mind, they began to play on cre- 
dit, doubling the ſtakes every time, till their 
opponents thought 1t convenient to aſſume 
the maſk of forbarance, and told the 


$ loſers, that as ill luck purſued them {till, 


they had better take their revenge next day : 
The unſucceſsful gentlemen, pretty well tir- 
ed, and out of ſpirits, agreed to the propo- 
12 ſal; 
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ſal; but what was their priſe to find the 
amount of their loſſes was near a thouſand 
pounds each! To regret or complain avail- 
ed nothing; they therefore gave notes for 
the money, and after agreeing to meet at the 
play the following evening, and from thence 
adjourn to their engagement, they ſeparated, 
Lord Stormer retired, overwhelmed with 
vexation, Sir William to brood over his ac- 
cumulated misfortunes ; he had now loſt 
every ſhilling of the two thouſand pounds he 
had taken up, and was nearly four hundred 
in debt: What was to be done? There was 
no remedy; he muſt apply to his city 
friend, who before accommodated him, and 
take up another thouſand. Fatigued and 
uneaſy, he went to bed, but ſleep forſook 
him; reflection in the forms of Miſs Rivers, 
and the gaming-table, precluded all repolc; 
and in the morning he found himſelf unre- 
freſhed, and with a violent head-ach. 


CHAP. 


ac- 

loſt 
8 he 
dred 


Was 
city 
and 
and 

ſook 

vers, 

Dole 3 

unre- 


| 


\ 


CHAP. X. 


HEROIC RESOLUTION, 


N the morning, ſoon after breakfaſt, Lady 
Beaumont prepared to call on Mrs, Ri- 
vers under the moſt painful difficulties in 
what manner to unfold her ſon's reſolutions. 
On alighting from her carriage, ſhe was in- 
formed Miſs Rivers was much better ; Mrs. 
Rivers received her in the drawing-room, 
with a countenance on which expectation, 
hope, and fear, were very viſible. After 
expreſſing her ſatisfaction that Miſs Rivers 
was more compoſed, Lady Beaumont ad- 
dreſſed Mrs. Rivers with ſome emotion :— 
« I am ſorry, my dear madam, that I cannot 


13 good 


ſelicitate myſelf on being the meſſenger of 
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good news; all my arguments have failed 


to bring my ſon to a reſolution of marriage ; 


he does juſtice to Miſs Rivers's merit, and 


fincerely laments a misfortune which he de- 
clares was owing more to accident and cir. 
cumſtances than to any premeditated de- 
ſign on his part, or weakneſs on her's. What 
ſhall I ſay, dear madam, to alleviate your 
diſtreſs of mind? I know there can be no 
compenſation offered for what 1s invaluable; 
and, from my for, I know you would diſ- 


dain to receive a favor. Fortune, I know, 


has not dealt juſtly with you: Will you honor | 


me ſo far as to accept from me / 400 for your 
life and your aimable daughter's ? Tis the 


only means to make me happy, and recon- 


cile me to my ill-adviſed fon?” Mrs. Ri- 
vers had been violently agitated during this 
addreſs; at the concluſion ſhe aroſe, and, 
opening a cabinet, took the letter which Sir 


William had ſent the preceding day, and 


delivering it, © Before I make any reply to 
your ladyſhip's kindneſs, (ſaid ſhe) I wiſh 
you to peruſe that letter,” Tis hardly pol- 

ſible 
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ſible to form any idea of Lady Beaumont's 
ſurpriſe when ſhe read her ſon's profligate 
propoſal, and found how much he had de- 
ceived her. © *Tis needleſs, madam, I 
hope, for me, to expreſs my deteſtation of 
this infamous ſcroll; I bluſh at my ſon's 
unworthineſs ; but let me beſeech you to 
forget that J am his mother, and deign to ac- 
cept my offer.” Mrs. Rivers, well con- 
vinced her fayorite ſcheme of marriage mult 
be given up, caſt about in her mind what 
would be next beſt; the income Lady Beau- 
mont offered was a genteel addition, and 
would enable her to make a figure abroad, 
where her daughter might, ſhe thought, {till 
. marry advantageuuſly ; She, therefore, after 
many expreſſions of gratitude, acceded to 
her ladyſhip's requeſt, and invited her up- 
ſtairs to ſee her daughter: They found Mils 
Rivers had juſt riſen, and with infinite con- 


cern Lady Beaumont ſaw the ravages ſo | 


ſhort a period had made in her form--the 
young lady bu:ſt into tears on their en- 
trance; her ladyſhip could not command 
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| her's from flowing; and taking her hand, 


« My dear Miſs Rivers, (ſaid ſhe) let us 
have no diſagreeable retroſpections; conſi- 
der me as a friend devoted to your ſervice.” 


Mrs. Rivers then very abruptly acquainted 


her daughter with Lady Beaumont's kind- 
neſs, which, of itſelf explained Sir William's 


ſentiments ; ſhe pauſed a little, and then turn- 
ing to her mother, aſked whether ſhe might 
be left for a few minutes alone with Lady 
Beaumont? — © Certainly, child,” (ſaid 
Mrs. Rivers, riſing;) but added in a low 


voice, „It will be of no effect.“ No ſooner 
had Mrs. Rivers quitted the room, than the 
poor girl threw herſelf at Lady Beaumont's 
feet, in ſpite of her efforts to prevent her.— 
© Do not, madam, attempt to raiſe me; let 
me, in this poſture, confeſs my folly, my great 


_ unworthineſs, and that my puniſhment is but 


adequate to my crime. The laft twenty- 
four hours have brought me to a ſenſe of my 


- guilt.” “ J cannot hear you, my dear Miſs 
g P * 


Rivers, in that poſture; riſe, I entreat you; 
and do not repeat any circumſtances which 
5 muſt 
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muſt occaſion equal pain to me and to your- 


ſelf. “* J will rife, madam, (anſwered ſhe) 
ſince you requeſt it; but you nwſt hear 


what I have to fay..—] was brought up 
in affluence and indolence, and taught a few 


ſuperficial accompliſhments, only ſuch as are 
ufually acquired at faſhionable boarding- 


ſchools ;- the loſs of my father, and a ſplen- 
did income, threw my mother into great dif- 
ficulties; at my requeſt, we retired into the 
country, where her whole time was employ- 
ed in building caſtles, and forming ſchemes 
to regain her former grandeur. Had ſhe 
been reconciled to her fate, in all probability 
1 ſhould have been ſo to mine; but continual 
"regrets on her part made me diſcontented 


likewiſe : She endeavoured to engage the at- 


| tention of ſeveral of the neighbouring opu- 
lent gentlemen ; but a young woman brought 


up in the higheſt ſtile, without a fortune, 
could be no deſirable connexion for them, — 
A little matter of buſineſs gave us a pretence 


to viſit town, and again my mother flattered 


herſelf ſome of my former admirers might 


I © e 
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renew their addreſſes. Alas! thoſe admirers 


were the butterflies of a day ; they baſked 
in the ſunſhine, but, when night came, 
they forſook their once favorite haunts 
to ſeek for entertainment in a brighter 


ſky. I was no longer the charming, the 
opulent Miſs Rivers; poverty had robbed 
me of my attractions, and my former afflu- 
ence was conſidered as a reproach. My mo- 


ther ſeeing all attempts to renew our preten- 
fions to faſhion and gay acquaintance met 
with the moſt mortifying repulſe, reſolved to 
quit London. The day previous to our in- 
tended departure, we called on Lady Stan- 
ley, who was juſt come to town ; there we 
had the honor, (a fatal one to me !) of meet- 
ing your ladyſhip and Sir William. My 
mother, ever cn the watch, inſtantly foreſaw 
the advantages which might ariſe from our 
cultivating an intimacy with you and your 
ſon, Our journey was po poned; I was 
directed to throw myſe!” in Eis way, and, if 
poſſible, engage his affections: — To my 
ſhame, I confeſs, I too readily obeyed theſe 

| orders, 
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orders. At firſt Sir William was totally in- 
different to me—he was frequently invited ; 
I ſpared no pains to attract his attentions ; 
my mother uſed frequently to leave us: [ 
began to find my own affections inſenſibly 
engaged, and ſometimes bluſhed at the du- 
plicity I practiſed. He grew very fond of 
me; my mother charged me to bring him 
to a declaration to accept his offers, and 
hurry matters to a concluſion without your 
knowledge. One fatal evening I was left to 
entertain him, with all proper inſtructions to 
render that evening deciſive; and deciſive 
it was (added ſhe, burſting into tears,) of 
my future miſery for ever.“ —< Say not ſo, 
my amiable girl; your ſincerity and candour 
muſt atone, in the eyes of judgment and 
rectitude, for all your errors. You are 
too good to me, madam, (anſwered ſhe,) but 
1 will proceed: Sir William ſeemed un- 
commonly fond of me; his warm expreſ- 
ſions of tenderneſs and admiration ſunk into 
my heart, and lulled my prudence aſleep.— 
Ah! let no modeſt young woman ever in- 
16 dulge 
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dulge herſelf with ſuch dangerous 7272-4. 


. 2225 1—Let her be warned, from me, to diſ- 


truſt herſelf, nor ſuffer the leaft freedom, nor 


the ſmalleſt deviation from prudence and 
delicacy ! Juſtly ſays the poet: 


« He comes too near, that comes to be denied. | 


What can I ſay, madam? without one vicious 


thought or inclination, in an evil moment ] 
was undone. A miſerable victim to all my 


| blaſted ſchemes, a dupe to my own duplicity, 
and without a ſingle claim on the honor, or 


affection of the man who was my ruin; 1 


7 could not upbraid him—T left him in deſpair; 


and when my mother came home in high ex- 


pectation that her viſions of returning gran- 


deur would ſoon be realized, I acquainted 
her with my irretrievable misfortune ; her 


affliction may be eaſily gueſſed, but I be- 
ſeech you, madam, to believe I was totally 
unacquainted with her deſign of waiting on 


you : to complain to you was what I never 


' ſhould have conſented to: when ſhe return= 
"ed, in hopes that Sir William would be 


* * 


. brought to do me juſtice, as ſhe called it, I 
| ſuppreſſed 


. 
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ſuppreſſed my reſolution to avoid giving her 
paiain; but reflection had brought me to a 
ſenſe of my miſconduct; I knew myſelf de- 
| fervedly puniſhed, and had Sir William 


fpared me the inſolent propoſal you are, no 
doubt, acquainted with, I never ſhould have 
reflected on him; he has now convinced me 
how much I am ſunk in his opinion, and 


that he never eſteemed me—to him I never 
evil] owe an obligation; and, forgive me, 


madam, if I fay, from his mother I dare not 
I know my own unworthineſs, and never 


' ſhall it be ſaid I received a compenſation for 


loſt virtue, or could find in affluence a re- 
medy againſt the ſtings of conſcience, No, 
I will retire into the country with a new 


heart and an enlightened mind; poverty has 


no longer any terrors for me ; I ſhall in re- 
tirement learn to repent of my paſt ill con- 
duct, and endeavour, by induſtry, to pro- 
cure thoſe little indulgencies for my mother 
which our ſcanty income has hitherto denied 


Her my little abilities ſhall be improved, 


and I hope henceforth to employ my time 
; vſefully 
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uſefully to myfelf and others; I have blaſted 


all my mother's hopes, and although I ac. 
knowledge my errors originate from her, yet 
*twas her warm affection for me, perhaps, 
that gave birth to them:— My fludy, there- 
fore, muſt be to reconcile her to herſelf and 


me:—and now, madam, having confeſſed 


my unworthineſs, let me hope for your par- 
don and pity.” —<© Not only my pity, my 
dear Miſs Rivers, you are entitled to my ad- 
miration, —What a noble mind, my dear 
girl, has been perverted by the errors of 
education! I applaud your reſolution of re- 
turning into the country; but beware of giv- 
ing yourſelf up to ſolitude; your errors are 
not the faults of your heart; a combination 
of unlucky circumſtances and bad advice, 


which, though perhaps well intended, was 


extremely dangerous, has been the cauſe of 
your preſent diſtreſs; that my ſon ſhould have 
ſo principal a ſhare in augmenting it, will 
give me everlaſting regret ;—if indeed you 
are pleaſed with my attentions, if you would 
wiſh to alleviate my regret, and enable me to 

bear 
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bear the preſence of my ſon—you muſt con- 
ſider me as your ſecond mother, you muſt 
permit Mrs, Rivers to accept my offers: ) on 
theſe terms I will venture to ſolicit your 
friendſhip, your correſpondence deny me 
not, my dear Miſs Rivers, the happineſs of 
alleviating your ſorrows, and giving peace 


to my own boſom.”” * Oh, madam, (ſaid 


Miſs Rivers, kiſſing her hand,) what a heart 
is yours! O, that I had been bleſſed with 
ſuch a mother!—What a different being 
might I have then proved!“ Alas, my 
dear girl, reſumed Lady Beaumont), many 
parents miſtake in the education of youth; 
and I know, by experience, how apt we all 
are to be deceived reſpecting the propriety 
of the mode we determine to purſue. —I ne- 


ver, by precept or example, encouraged vice 


or checked virtue; yet, to my miſtaken 
mode of education, I attribute all the errors 
of my ſon. But no more of unpleaſant ſub- 
jects, Let me hope you accede to my 
wiſhes. —Confult with your mother, as to 
the ſituation that will beſt pleaſe you both; 


and 
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and allow me the delight of affiſting in ren. 
dering you happy.” Miſs Rivers, over- 
come by a generoſity and kindnefs ſo unex. 
pected and ſo undeſerved, could only evince 
by her tears the ſenſibility of her heart. 
Lady Beaumont went down to the drawing. 
room, and having again aſſured Mrs. Rivers 
of the annuity, and adviſed her to conſult 
her daughter relative to their future reſidence, 
ſhe quitted the houſe, filled with pity and 
compaſſion for the daughter, and the higheſt 
contempt for the mother, to whom ſhe 
thought the errors of Miſs Rivers were much 
more imputable than to a faulty heart. 


Mrs. Rivers returned to her daughter and 
learned ſhe was irrefiſtably overcome to ac- 
cept Lady Beaumont's kind offer.—“ For 
my part, (ſaid the mother,) I ſhould like to 


go to France; they are a delightful gay peo- 


ple, our income will enable us to appear 
there to advantage.“ — I would much ra- 
ther, if you liked it, madam, retire to ſome 
village in the interior part of England.”— 
% Not 
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te Not 1, indeed, (retorted Mrs. Rivers) there 


is no reaſon I ſhould decline company or 
amuſements: if you don't chuſe to mix with 


the world you muſt live retired ; but I cer- 
tainly will not bury myſelf alive in a country- 
village when my income will enable me to 
live in the capital. Far be it from me, 


madam, to wiſh you ſhould live in any 
place not perfectly agreeable to your incli- 


nations : permit me therefore to make a pro- 
poſal; allow me one hundred a year to live 


upon in any ſituation J like; and if, at the 


expiration of one twelvemonth, you require 
me to join you wherever you are, J will in- 
ſtantly obey your orders. You are a very 
ſtrange girl, (anſwered the mother,) you 
have blighted all my hopes, brought infamy 
into my family, and now, when probably an 
opportunity may offer abroad to connect 
yourſelf reputably, you fly to ſolitude, and 
prevent all poſſibility of retrieving your er- 
rors.” “ Thoſe errors, madam, (anſwered 
Miſs Rivers weeping,) cannot be retrieved : 


I feel for your diſappointment, and am juſtly 


puniſhed 
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' puniſhed for the duplicity of my own con- 
duct: let me beſeech you, madam, to grant 


my requeſt ; let me find ſome peaceful abode 
in the country: do you purſue the delights 


of the town, and forget your unworthy 
daughter.“ Well, Miſs, if you are obſti- 
nate, (ſaid Mrs. Rivers,) I conſent to your 


wiſhes; I ſuppoſe we ſhall ſee Lady Beau- 


mont to-morrow and have the annuity ſet- 


tled, and then J ſhall immediately ſet off for 
France.“ — Saying this, ſhe flounced out of 
the room, and retired to enjoy, by anticipa- 


tion, thoſe delights ſhe expected from fo 
. conſiderable an addition to her income, for- 


getful that to the ruin of an unfortunate 


daughter, (in all probability ruined by her 


pernicious advice,) ſhe owed that addition 


which was to conſtitute her future happineſs, 


Miſs Rivers, when left alone, wrote the fol- 


. Jowing letter to Lady Beaumont. 


« Vain is the attempt, deareſt madam, to 
find expreſſions capable of deſcribing the 


feelings of my heart—a heart now conſcious 
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of all its errors, and truly ſenſible of your 
unexampled goodneſs. —_——Henceforth you 
muſt direct every action of my life: —deign 
then, madam, to favor me with your advice 
in my preſent ſituation.— I wiſh to retire far, 


very far from London; my mother intends 


reſiding in France, but that gay nation has 
no charms for me; ſome decent rural place 
in the interior part of England is my choice; 
but J am equally a ſtranger to all counties, 
and to offer myſelf as a boarder in any reput- 
able houſe, without recommendation would 
be a preſumptuous and vain attempt. Will 
you, madam, have the goodneſs to point 
out ſome retreat, and venture to anſwer for 
the conduct of one who has proved herſelf 


fo unworthy ? Tis only to Lady Beaumont 


1 dare apply—and ſhe, of all women in the 
world, ought to deſpiſe me—what a fate is 


 mine!—deſerving of hatred and contempt 


from the very perſon I moſt honor and re- 
verel—but believe me, madam ; venture 
to confide in me, and I will endeavour, by 

the 
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the regularity of my future life, to atone for 
my paſt miſconduct. Condeſcend to be 
my adviſer, my guide and comforter, for 
the reſt of my days,” 

ANNA RIVERS, 


CHAP, XI. 


REFLECTION, HOW BITTER, 


_ William aroſe a prey to the moſt un- 
eaſy reflections; he reviewed the paſt 
week; the retroſpection was ſhocking ; he 
had ruined an unfortunate young woman ; 


he had loſta large ſum, and was involved in 
debts of honor, which muſt be paid: he had 
_ deceived a worthy, an affectionate mother, 


and brought trouble and ſorrow on a parent 
who depended on him for the happineſs of 


her He 3 and what were the advantages to 


himſelf? ? 
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himſelf? Sorrow, ſname, and remorſe! He 
recalled the tranſactions of the paſt evening; 
there was ſomething equivocal in the Colo- 
nel's behaviour; he refuſed to accommodate 
his friend, Lord Stormer, with a trifling ſum, 
though he gladly partook of the twenty 
pieces Sir William lent him; he had involv- 
ed them both in conſiderable debts, without 
ever offering to diſcharge the obligation he 
owed him the preceding evening; he began 
to think the Colonel was not altogether the 
man of honour he wiſhed to find him. — 
Doubts and irreſolution aſſailed his mind ; 
one moment he reſolved to drop the Colo- 
nel's acquaintance, the next, he conſilered 


him as a faſhionable man, with extenſive 


connections, and as one who might be very 
uſeful in teaching him to read mankind ;— 
It was only, he thought, making a firm re- 
ſolution to avoid playing for any conſiderable 
ſums, and then no inconvenierces could ariſe 
from the friendſhip. As to Miſs Rivers, 
ſhould ſhe refuſe his offer, his heart was not 
io very firmly fixed on her as to make him 


miſerable; 
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' miſerable; and his mother, if he acknow- 
ledged ſorrow for his paſt errors, (knowing 
ſhe had no authority over him,) might ſoon 
be reconciled : He had a very fine clear 
eſtate, the money in the funds, therefore 
might be appropriated to procure him plea- 
ſure and a knowledge of the world. After 
many conflicts, he at laſt made up his mind 
to be ſatisfied with himſelf for the preſent, 
and to be more on his guard for the future: 

He longed for the dinner hour, in order to 
meet with his mother; for, tho' conſcious of 
deſerving her diſpleaſure, he wiſhed to know 
the reſult of her viſit to Miſs Rivers, as on 
that report he muſt ground his future hopes, 
or be contented to reſign them. At the 
uſual hour they met at table; Sir William, 
with a pale haggard countenance, Lady 
Beaumont with looks of mingled ſorrow and 
diſpleaſure : After a very dull dinner, when 
the ſervants were withdrawn, her ladyſhip, 
in a very grave tone, ſaid, „I have ſpent 
this morning with the unhappy Miſs Rivers; 
you need not fear any more ſolicitations from 


j me 
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me, for ſhe too much deſpiſes you now to 


accept your hand after the inſulting inſolent 


letter you dared to ſend her. What an ag- 


gravation of your crime to preſume ſhe would 
accept an offer ſo baſe and profligate! She 


bids me tell you, Sir, that ſhe renounces 
you for ever; that ſhe has no claim on you, 


and that the only atonement you can now 
make 1s never to mention her name more, 


or attempt to ſee or hear of her: She is go- 
ing into the country, a prey to ſorrow and re- 


morſe ; you have embittered her future life, 
and will one day feel ſelf-reproach and deep 


regret for the evils your profligateneſs has 


heaped on this poor unfortunate girl. I do 
feel reproach at this inſtant, madam ; I re- 
gret the folly which has brought this ſorrow 


on her and you : But ſince I cannot recall. 


what is paſt, if ſhe really is deſirous of going 
into the country, I beg you will appropriate 
what part of my income you pleaſe to her 
uſe.” © No, Sir, ſhe prefers indigence to 
any obligations to you; her plan is fixed, 
and ſhe rejects all aſſiſtance from the man 

who 


1s ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


cept a price for her ruin. Endeavour to 
make atonement by devoting the ſum you 


ous, the poor, and unfortunate; ſeek out ob- 
Jes for your benevolence, and may their 
bleflings throw a veil over your paſt irregy- 
larities !” She then left him, covered with 
ſurpriſe and confuſion. Was this the Miſs 
Rivers, who, as the Colonel ſaid, only want- 
ed a ſettlement? She now rejected all his of- 
fers, deſpiſed him, and was going to bury 
herſelf in the country ; his faith in the Colo- 
nel was again ſtaggared ; if he had miſtaken 
her character, he had indeed irreparably 
injured her; but then the mother had proved 
herſelf infamous ; perhaps the whole was a 
deception, practiſed on Lady Beaumont to 
engage her intereſt ; yet, upon examination 
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loſs of Miſs Rivers without any violent af- 
fiction, and therefore *twas beſt not to en- 
quire too deeply into the truth or falſehood 
of Minors's aſſertions. 

Having 


who could ſuppoſe her fallen fo low as to ac. 


offered to her, to the relief of the virtu. 


of his heart, he faund he could ſupport the 
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Having reconciled his mind to the con- 


dCluſion of his intimacy with Miſs Rivers, he 
5 next prepared to meet his convenient friend 
in the city, who very readily accommodated 
; him with two thouſand pounds more, on his 
8 bond, at an exhorbitant intereſt, till he choſe 
b to ſell out or make a transfer in the bank: 
5 The poſſeſſion of the money exhilerated his 
1 ſpirits; he repaired with eager haſte to meet 
. his friends at the play-houſe, found a world 
7 of amuſement in the repreſentation of The 
© Suſpicious Huſband, ” and © The Deuce is 
4 in Him;” and, wht the curtain dropped, 
ly he accompanied his friends to their old ren- 


ed a4rrou. Belote' they ſeated themſelves, 
Sir William deſired to take up his note of 


a 

the preceding evening, and receiving ſome 
0 3 A . : 
compliments on the quick diſcharge of his 


5 ; honorable debts, prepared to take out his 
+ | pocket-book where the chief part of the 
two thouſand was depoſited in bank-notes ; 

a Judge of his horror and ſurpriſe when he 
found his book was gone! © By Heaven! 
(cried he) I have loſt my pocket-book and 
K two 
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two thouſand: pounds l 1. — e Two thouſand 
pounds! (repeated two or three perſons 
in a breath;) the devil you have! Who 
would have carried two thouſand pound 
in their pocket to the play - houſe ?” — 
“ Come, come, Beaumont, (ſaid the Colo- 
nel) don't attempt to put a trick upon us; 
it won't paſs; rather ſay, you left your mo- 
ney at home, or ſafe with your banker.“ -- 
1 tell you, Sir, (anſwered the Baronet with 
much aſperity in his manner, ) J have loſt 
my book with the ſyn I mentioned in it, 
except fifty- pounds in my purſe; (putting 


his hand into the other pocket, and taking it 


out) this, Sir, is all that remains.“ A de- 
viliſh good find; (cries one of them) I wiſh 
I was the lucky fellow.“ Sir William mean 
time walked about the room in great agita- 
tion. © And had you really that ſum in 
your poſſeſſion this evening, Beaumont?“ — 
(ſaid the Colonel.) “ Sir, I have already 
told you I had: Dare you queſtion my ve- 
racity ?” Dare, Sir! (retorted the other, ;) 
dare you make uſe of the expreſſion ? Lord 


Stormer and the others inſtantly interpoſed, 
| and 
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and endeavoured to conciliate matters be- 
tween theſe two inſeparable friends: And 
Mr. Bangor, the gentleman Sir William 
had played againſt the preceding evening, 
ſhaking him by the hand, ſaid, Come, 
come, don't be uneaſy ; the ſum is a large 


| one to be ſure; you muſt advertiſe it in the 
: morning; do you recolle& the numbers?” — 
- a. No, anſwered the Baronet,) I know no- 
1 MW thing about them; but 'tis a very extraor- 
t dinary circumſtance that I ſhould be robbed 
1 and not know eit.“ O, not the leaſt ex- 
o WM traordinary, (ſaid the Colonel) theſe things 
it WW happenevery day: The only wonder is that 
you ſhould carry ſo much property to the 
h plwGay-houſe; but, as in all probability the 
n money is gone to the devil, bleſs your ſtars 
i- | that you are able to ſupport the loſs, and we 
in will give you your revenge upon honor.” — 
— At firſt Sir William declined play; but 
iy RE Lord Stormer ſaid, «© Beaumont, here are 
e- the twenty pieces I borrowed of you; per- 
;) : haps they may prove ſucceſsful; I have been 
id | obliged to take up money of the Iſraelites to- 
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day at a curſed premium; and, if I lo 
again to-night, ſhall be quite a bankrupt.” 
With a diſtracted mind and. deſponding 
heart, Sir William ſat down, and won three 
rubbers at fifty guineas a rubber; this put 
him in ſpirits, and he went on doubling with 
eagerneſs in the hope of : retrieving his for- 
mer loſſes; but, alas! fortune had ſet her 
face againſt him; and, at breaking up, he 
was in debt upwards of four hundred pounds. 
Lord Stormer ſwore like a madman ; Sir 
William was mute with vexation, till rouſ- 


ed by being aſked for an acknowledgement 


of the debr, he haſtily gave his note, and ap- 


pointing the gentlemen to meet him the 
next day at three, he left the houſe, over- 


whelmned with regret and ſorrow: He muſt 
now be obliged to take up three thouſand 
pounds more to pay his gaming debts; he 
was aſtoniſhed at his own infatuation in play- 
ing after ſuch repeated loſſes; he remem- 
bered his mother's leſſons; he ſaw how in- 
ſenſibly he was drawn on, and was convinced 
it was quite a gambling club : © What, then, 

3 ſhould 
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ſhould hinder me (thought he) from mak- 


. ing a reſolution to go thither no more? Tis 
8 true, I ſhall forfeit ſome of my acquaintance; 


| put ! may find others perhaps equally agree- 
1 able; theſe have only led me into errors and 
h : the loſs of a great deal of money :” In 
- Afhort, he formed, or rather imagined he had 
= formed, a ſtrict determination to play no 
le more: The loſs of his pocket-book vexed 
s. him greatly; he was certain he had it in his 
ir pocket when in the play-houſe, and having 
ſat between the Colonel and another gentle- 
man, could not have loſt it there; under a 
thouſand perplexing ideas, he retired to bed, 
and endeayoured in ſleep to forget his cares. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XII. 


A MODERN PARENT, 


AD Beaumont was much affected 

4 with Miſs Rivers's letter, and greatly 
enraged againſt the imprudent unfeeling mo- 
ther; ſhe ſent for her attorney, and aſſigned 
over the promiſed four hundred pounds per 
year ; but being diſguſted with Mrs. Rivers, 
tho' ſhe feared wounding the young lady's 
delicacy, yet ſhe determined the income 
ſhould be in her diſpoſal, that Mrs. Rivers 
might not, by her extravagancies, diſtreſs 
her daughter. When this bulineſs was fi- 


niſhed, Lady Beaumont haſtened to Mis 


Rivers, 
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Rivers, and putting the deed into her hands, 
« You have kindly, my dear girl (ſaid ſhe) 
given up yourſelf to my direction; 'tis there- 
fore my command that you accept this, as 
from your ſecond mother; and as to the 
place of your retreat, I have two propoſals 
to make: The clergyman of our pariſh and 
his wife are very worthy amiable people, and 
with them you would be happy ; but perhaps 
my ſon may take it into his head, in the ſpring, 
to go down to Sion Park, and therefore 
that ſcheme cannot be agreeable: But a 


worthy young woman of reſpectable friends, 


who was my own maid when J married, and 
for ſome years after, has been about ten years 
united to a very reputable tradeſman at Exe- 


ter in Devonſhire; he is a corn- factor, has 


acquired a good fortune, and they live gen- 


teelly; I often hear from her; they have no 


children, and would, I am ſure, rejoice at 
ſuch an addition to their family: What do 
you think of becoming a boarder with her.” 
© Dear madam, (anſwered Miſs Rivers) 'tis 
the very thing I ſhould wiſh for; a great 

1 diſtance 
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diſtance from London, and with a wortky 
reſpectable fanuly—O, if your ladyſhip will 
haye the goodneſs to recommend me, tis the 
ſituation I ſhould prefer to all others; - but 
pardon me, madam, if I cannot conſent to 
accept of your bounty; perhaps you will 
think it a ridiculous piece of delicacy, but if 
you will have the goodneſs to accede to my 
propoſal, it will make me very happy.” — 


| re 
** Name it my dear Miſs Rivers.“ Then, e 
madam, you muſt know two thouſand 2 
Pounds, my mother's fortune, were ſecured f 


to her and her children; this ſum will be 
very ſufficient for my ſupport; and if you 
will allow me to aſſign over this generous 
noble ſettlement to my mother, on condition 
that ſhe gives me up the two thouſand 
pounds, it will afford me the higheſt fatis- 
faction; it will ſecure to my mother a hand- 
ſome proviſion; it will enable me to live 
comfortably on what is my own proper- 
ty, without wounding my feelings. This, 
madam, is my propoſal, and your ladyſhip's 
acquieſcence will make me quite happy. 

« Re 
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ce Be happy, then, my good Miſs Rivers; 
it ſhall be as you wiſh; your delicacy and 
filial affection deſerve equal praiſe ; my at- 
torney ſhall attend you to-morrow and exe- 
cute both deeds; there is no reaſon to fear 
your mother's refuſal of what is ſo much for 
her advantage: And I will write to Mrs. 
Wilkins this very evening relative to your 
removal.” With the warmeſt expreſſions of 
eſteem, Lady Beaumont left Miſs Rivers, 
and returned but juſt time enough to dreſs 


for dinner. 


This being the day on which Sir William 
had promiſed to accompany her to Lady 


Mandeville's rout, ſhe expected him with 


ſome degree of impatience ; but her dinner 
was nearly finiſhed when he made his ap- 
pearance : he apologized to her for making 
her wait, whilſt ſhe ſurveyed his perſon with 
much anxiety and filent ſorrow: After two 
or three ſuppreſſed fighs ſhe ſaid; © You re- 
member, Sir William, you are engaged to 
Lady Mandeville's this evening?“ “ Yes, 

K 5 madam, 
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madam, (he gravely replied,) I ſhall certain- 
ly meet you there; but, may I be permitted 
to aſk what you have done for Miſs Rivers?” 
—< No, (anſwered ſhe,) aſk nothing; you 
may, I think, be ſatisfied that J have done 
every thing in my power to ſecure her future 
happineſs reſpecting pecuniary matters—time 
only can:reconcile a delicate mind to irrepa- 
rable evils accompanied by ſelf-reproach :— 
yet, I. venture. to pronounce, Miſs Rivers is 
naturally well-diſpoſed ; but from the errors 
of education and the want of a wiſe and good 
example ſhe has been hurried into actions 
her better judgment condemns. —Let me 
beſeech you, my ſon, to let this unhappy 
affair have a due effect on your mind; your 
heart is not a bad one, but, governed by 
your paſſions, and miſled by the companions 
you have choſen, you have already injured 
an unfortunate young woman, occaſioned 


ſorrow and bitter reflection to your mother, 
and miiſt feel eternal remorſe yourſelf, un- 


Jeſs you are callous to every humane ſenti- 
caſe. 
But 


ment, which God forbid ſhould be the 
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But I will not oppreſs you farther ; Mifs 


Rivers is going into the country as happy as 


ſhe can now be, and you need not henceforth 
doubt my attentions to her; but all aſſiſtance 
from you ſhe utterly diſclaims.” “ Pardon 
me, madam, (faid Sir William,) if it ſhould 
appear as if I meant to exculpate myſelf; but 
I certainly have been miſled as to her cha- 
rater; and, I muſt ſay, her behaviour was 
ſuch as ſtrengthened the opinion I entertain- 
ed of her—her mother, I am convinced, ts 
worthleſs, and to her imprudence in encou- 
raging our frequent ?2/2-4-1212s our late miſ- 
fortune may be aſcribed; for though I liked 
Miſs Rivers, yet I never was ſufficiently at- 
tached to think of marrying her, even had 


her character 707 been equivocal.” “ This 


is a painful ſubject, Sir William, and I wiſh 
to drop it; let the impreſſion be ſtrong on 
your mind, but do not renew it in converſa- 
tion, for I feel already much more than I 
can expreſs for the unfortunate daughter of a 
deſigning deſpicable mother.” They then 
ſeparated, and Sir William retired to the li- 

K 6 brary, 
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brary, overcome with painful refle&tions, 
Soon after breakfaſt he had been into the city 
to raiſe three thouſand pounds more in order 
to diſcharge his debts ; he mentioned to his 
agent in this buſineſs the loſs of the preced- 
ing evening; the man told him he might ad- 
vertiſe, though there was very little proba- 
bility of recovering his property, but aſſured 
him, henceforth he would himſelf take the 
numbers of what bills he accommodated him 
with. —At three o'clock he went to his 
friends to ſettle his debts of honor as they are 
called; proſtituted word hen, in gene- 
ral, thoſe debts are incurred by every ſpecies 


of mean deceit, fraud and artifice, to which 


the ignorant and unwary fall a ſacrifice! He 
felt ſome little indignation againſt the Colo- 


nel, and the coldneſs of his addreſs was very 
_ viſible; the other found he had rather gone 


on too rapidly, and ftudied how to retrieve 
his error, leſt he ſhould be deprived of future 
advantages. — Dear Beaumont, (cried he) 


don't hurry yourſelf to pay the money ; you 


will have opportunities of taking your re- 
VEengec z 
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venge; - two or three nights hence the bal- 
lance may be yours.” V ou are very obli- 
ging, Colonel, but I choofe to pay the mo- 


ney now:“ © Curſe me, if I take it; (retort- 


ed the other;) I don't want the money; and, 
at any rate, I poſitively will not take your 
laſt night's loſings; you were out of ſpirits, 
the recent loſs of your pocket-book was in 


your head, in ſhort, you did not attend to 


the game, and my friend here and J are de- 
termined thus to cancel the obligation; 
faying this, and giving Mr. Banger a look 
which was well underſtood, they took the 
notes and put them into the fire—this cer- 
tainly had the appearance of great generoſi- 


ty, Lord Stormer acknowledged it as ſuch ; 


Sir William felt ſtaggered, but ſtrenuouſly 
inſiſted upon paying the money; which was 
as obſtinately refuſed; and the Colonel, af- 
fecting an aſperity in his manner, faid, 
« Do you take us for gamblers, Sir William, 
who wiſh to take advantage of your abſence 
of mind and pick your pocket? we play as 


friends, and ſcorn advantages; therefore be 


ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied, we will not accept your laſt night's 


loſings. — There was an apparent openneſs 


and generoſity in this conduct which was 


calculated to chaſe all ſuſpicion and diſplea- 
ſure from the mind of the Baronet; his opi- 
nion, which was never very deciſive, now 
wavered- extremely, and: in a few minutes 


turned entirely in the ColonePs favor—he 
| conſented, though with ſome reluctance, to 
retain the money, and when preſſed to meet 


the accuſtomed party in the evening, lament- 
ed his being engaged to Lady Mandeville's 
rout, which precluded him from that plea- 
ſure.— “ O, (cried Lord Stormer,) ſhe is a 
ſort of a relation of mine; faith, I'll be one 


of your party; — Colonel, what fay you. — 


the good lady will thank you for adding to 


her croud”—*< With all my heart anſwered 
the Colonel, ) 'tis indifferent to me where 1 


ſpend the evening. — then, taking the Baro- 
net by the arm, © well, (ſaid he, whiſper- 
ing, ) what ſucceſs with Miſs Rivers.“ «Tis 
all over, (anſwered the other,) ſhe deſpiſes 


my offers, refuſes to fee or hear from me, 
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retires into the country, and Lady Beau- 


mont undertakes to ſettle her handſomely. — 
Certainly, Colonel, you were deceived in 
your opinion of that girl; whatever the mo- 
ther may be, Miſs Rivers is not devoid of 
principle or virtue.”—An ambiguous ſmile, 
from Minors, a ſhake of the. head, and an 
ec ah, Beaunipnt, you are a novice in the 
arts of the ſex, and Lady Beaumont a mighty 
good woman,” again filled the mind of Sir 
William with doubt reſpecting Miſs Rivers; 


and this doubt, added to the Colonel's late 


generous conduct, enereaſed his confidence 
in his dangerous friend more than ever.— 
They parted with great cordiality, and al- 


though at his return, Lady Beaumont's re- 


lation had ſome effect on him, yet, he ra- 
ther aſſented to, than believed in the cha- 
rater ſhe gave of Miſs Rivers, and made 
his mind pretty eaſy as to what had paſſed. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE ROUT. 


T the uſual hour, Sir William accom- 
panied his mother to Lady Stanley's, 


and from thence to Lady Mandeville's in 


Portland-place: this aſſembly was an enter- 
tainment quite new to him, a ſuite of rooms 


were elegantly lighted up, and crouded with 


company of both ſexes, dreſſed in the higheſt 
ſtyle of faſhion and elegance; while the lady 
of the manſion buſtled about to accommodate 
her gueſts, and fatigued herſelf with fruitleſs 
efforts to ſettle the croud into parties, for it 
was impoſhble to be attentive to ſuch a mul- 
titude.— All this buſtle, and the continual 
arrival 
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arrival of freſh perſons greatly amuſed Sir 
William, till, in a moment, his attention 
was entirely caught by a lovely girl introdu- 
ced by her mother to Lady Mandeville and 
received with much kindneſs and reſpect: 
he thought he had never ſeen ſo charming a 
creature, and obſerving Lord Stormer among 
the croud, he, with ſome difficulty, made 
his way to him and directing his eyes to the 
object which attracted his notice, aſked him 
if he knew that lovely girl? “ I never ſaw 
her 'till to night; (replied the other,) but 
the old lady 1s the Counteſs Dowager Sum- 
mers, and I recollect hearing ſhe had lately 
introduced her grand-daughter at court, 
where ſhe attracted much admiration; doubt- 
leſs that young lady is the perſon.” —* She 
is very beautiful, (cried Sir William ;) I 
wiſh I could get acquainted with her! * Juſt 


as this deſire was expreſſed, he obſerved Mr. 


and Miſs Thornhill in converſation with 
Lady Summers; he haſtily made his way 
towards them, and addreſſing Mr. Thorn- 
hill and his ſiſter, was received with great 

| attention 
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Attention, and by them announced to d 
two ladies, with whom he endeavoured . 

Join converſation : he found the old lad 4 
lite but ſtiff and formal, the young * 
ſpirits and vivacity.— Miſs Summers was the 
daughter of a younger ſon of the late Fat] 
he was a Colonel in the army and married a 
daughter of Sir James Rich, with whom he 
had a fortune of thirty thouſand pounds which 
was ſettled on the children; ſhe unfortu 
nately dying in child- bed of this young lad i 
| the Colonel did not long ſurvive her, but ik 
his infant daughter, with about forty how. 
ſand pounds, to the care of his mother and 
a Mr. Raikſon, a capital merchant in the 
 city=—at a proper age ſhe was ſent to a ſchool 
of high reputation, where ſhe had conſtant] 
reſided 'till within the laſt e ena 
when, being ſeventeen, her ad abs; 
thought it expedient to take her home. — 
This young lady, wich a very beautiful i 

ſon and an exceeding good . underſtanding 
had naturally much Jevity and giddineſs of 
temper—the high price paid for her board, 
the 
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the liberal preſents ſhe was permitted to 
make the governeſs and teachers, had en- 
ſured her ſuch kind treatment and great in- 
dulgencies, that her faults were often forgi- 
ven, and her omiſſions paſſed over. She 
neither wanted underſtanding nor genius, 
neither was ſhe deficient in good-humour 
and the requiſites to make herſelf eſteemed; 
but accuſtomed to flattery, to indulgence 
and preference, an habitual idleneſs crept 
upon her, and though taught every thing, 
ſhe was a proficient in nothing, yet, from 
having a ſmattering. of muſic, drawing, Ita- 
lian and French, ſhe was extolled as'a pro- 
_ digy, and her performance, (though chiefly 


executed by the teachers,) was ſhown to her 


friends and guardians as wonderful proofs of 
her ſkill and ingenuity. The winter before 
ſhe left ſchool ſhe was invited to ſpend the 
Chriſtmas vacation with. Mr, Raikſon's fami- 
Iy,which conſiſted of three daughters, brought 
up under the eye of an amiable reſpectable 
mother, and aſſiſted in their education by a 
lady, as governeſs, whoſe abilities, diſpoſi- 
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tion and accompliſhments would do honor to ſon, fr 


the firſt circles, and under whoſe care her Summ 
young pupils had made ſuch i improvement; not cb 
in every uſeful and ornamental branch of he tho 
education as rendered them the pride of their only t 
inſtructreſs and the admiration of all who had had n 
the happineſs of knowing them. Miſs Sum- mers 
mers had been but a very few days an inha - betwe 
bitant of Mr. Raikſon's manſion before ſhe | thou 
was conſcious and aſhamed of her own defi- | pride 
ciencies ; but too volatile to attend to in- hort 


ſtruction, and tao indolent to ſet about im- , her | 
provement, although ſhe was earneſtly de- , ſcho 
ſirous of being like the amiable Miſs Raik - noth 


ſons, ſhe wanted reſolution to conquer idle d k 
habits and copy their example. — The lap on 
who ſuperintended the education of theſe | her 
young ladies ſaw, with a generous concern, whe 
the deficiencies of Miſs Summers, which ou 
proceeded neither from a bad heart nor a lan 
want of genius:—there was a ſeminary of this 
diſtinguiſhed reputation which ſhe ventured * 
to mention as a proper ſituation to complete = 


this young lady's education, but Mr, Raik- 
1 {on 
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ſon, from a peculiar delicacy towards Lady 
Summers, would not recommend what ſhe had 
not choſen, nor interfere in a province which 


he thought was ſolely her's ; as he had in fact 


only the care of his ward's fortune, which he 
had moſt liberally improved. Miſs Sum- 


mers was ſo ſenſible of the marked difference 


between her and her young friends, that 
though devoid of envy, ſhe had too much 
pride to endure inferiority, and therefore 
ſhortened her viſit; and never ceaſed teaſing 
her grand-mother till ſhe was recalled from 


ſchool where ſhe was conſcious ſhe learned 


nothing, and where the confinement began 
to grow very irkſome. She had been at 
court and twice to public aſſemblies before 
her appearance at Lady Mandeville's rout, 


where her charms obtained much admira- 
tion.— She was much pleaſed with Sir Wil- 


liam Beaumont's perſon and addreſs; and 


this being the firſt time ſhe had been ſingled 
out as the principal object to be entertained, 


ſhe felt her much flattered by his attentions 
and inclined to be very grateful for his pre- 
ference, 
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ference, Sir William declining cards, and 
Miſs Summers doing the ſame, they paſſed 
great part of the evening together, in com- 
pany with Miſs. Thornhill, who politely re- 
proached Sir William for being ſo great a 
ſtranger—he found Miſs Thornhill had been 
ſome time at the ſame ſchool with Miſs Sum- 
mers, though ſhe left it four years before the 
latter, and being in habits of intimacy with 
Mr. Raikſon's family, the ladies had often 
met the preceding winter, and thereby 
renewed their ſchool friendſhip. Lady 
Summers, who had a great eſteem for the 
Thornhill family, was very deſirous of cul- 
tivating an intimacy between her grand- 
daughter and Miſs Thornhill; ſhe was very 
ſenſible that minds well informed like her's 
and the Miſs Raikſon's were much more cal- 
culated to improve Miſs Summers than the 
_ generality of ladies brought up in diſſipation, 
and governed by frivolity and faſhion: ſhe 
earneſtly therefore entreated Miſs Thornhill 
to call often in Groſvenor-ſtreet, and told 
Sir William ſhe ſhould take the liberty to 

ſend 
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{end a card to Lady Beaumont to invite her 
and her ſon to meet ſome of their friends at 


her next party.—Sir William was highly de- 


lighted” at this opening of an intimacy be- 
tween the families; he was already in love 
with Miſs Summers, more 10 than a prudent 
young man would have been at firſt ſight ;. 
but the natural violence of his temper car- 
ried him away, and he was convinced the 
fondneſs he fancied he had for Miſs Rivers 
bore no proportion to his feelings for Mails - 
Summers. The evening paſſed rapidly, and 
when the hour of ſeparation arrived, the Ba- 
ronet regreted the loſs of his lively compa- 
nion. When in the carriage, he aſked Lady 
Beaumont if ſhe had any acquaintance with 


Lady Summers? © Very little (replicd ſhe;) 
I viſited-her before I retired into the country 


to reſide, but we had no intimacy.” Lady 
Summers, I beheve, is deſirous of renewing 
the acquaintance ; ſhe mentioned her inten- 
tion of ſending you a card for her next par- 
ty.” © She is very obliging,” (ſaid Lady 
Beaumont, in a reſerved tone.) The fact 

| 1 Was, 
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was, ſhe had obſerved the extraordinary at. 


tention her ſon had paid to Miſs Summers, 


and was diſpleaſed at it; ſhe thought his re- 
cent affair with Miſs Rivers, and its diſagree- 
able conſequences, ought to have made ſome 
ſerious impreſſion upon him, and felt hurt at 


his want of ſenſibility, and frivolity of beha- 


viour. Sir William ſaw, from her ſerious 
manner of ſpeaking, ſne was not well pleaſed 
with him; he therefore changed the ſubject, 
and chatted on indifferent matters. When 


they arrived at home, and he retired to reſt, 


he could think only of his new favorite; her 
ſituation was ſuch as to preclude all thoughts 
of her in any other ſtyle than as a wife, and 
to matrimony he had an inſuperable diſlike: 
After tormenting himſelf for ſome hours 
with various ſchemes, he at length determin- 
ed to conſult Colonel Minors, to whom, as 
we before obſerved, he was now more attach- 
ed than ever. 


Mean time the Colonel was not idle; he 
had been very much ſtruck with Miſs Sum- 
| mers 
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mers himſelf, and eaſily diſcerned the im- 
preſſion ſhe had made on Sir William; he 
paid a good deal of attention to the young 
lady's behaviour, and, from the general tenor 
of it, drew ſome concluſions very unfavorable 
to her, though flattering to his own views. 
The following morning he paid a viſit to Sir 
William's breakfaſt table, and from him re- 
ceived an account of the final concluſion of 
the affair with Miſs Rivers; and although 
this artful man muſt have been conſcious 
that to his pernicious advice the unhappy 
termination was greatly owing, he felt no 
compunction; but, on the contrary ſaid, 
« As Lady Beaumont had taken upon her, 
he had no doubt, to provide a handſome ad- 
dition to their income, he thought both 
mother and daughter were extremely well off. 
e What a deviliſh fine girl is that Miſs Sum- 
mers (continued he;) and a capital fortune 
too J hear; forty thouſand pounds! But ſhe 
will ſoon be one of the ton; a fine ſpirit, 
faith!“ “ She really is a charming girl (ſaid 
Sir William; 3) but pray, Colone), what do you 

* mean 
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mean by one of the tone? “ Why, a rake 
in petticoats ; that is, ſhe will dreſs extrava- 
gantly, play deep, flirt with every ſmart fel- 
low, and, if ſhe marries, procure her huſband 
many friends.” © And is this your real opi- 
nion of her?” © Yes; one hour's obſerva- 
tion laſt night let me into her character 
I am ſeldom miſtaken :”? — © Sometimes, 
(faid the Baronet, rather gravely ;) witneſs 
Miſs Rivers.” © Pho, nonſenſe ! (anſwer- 
ed the Colonel,) you managed matters very 
ill there, or my prognoſtics would have been 
verified, I am certain; but pray how ſtands 
your heart affected towards this lovely girl?” 
« ] am really her conqueſt, (replied Sir 
William,) and intend to ſhew myſelf at the 
houſe this morning.”—* Very well (faid the 
Colonel, and J intend accompanying you; 
ſo let's ſaunter a turn or two in the park, and 
then viſit this new ſtar.” Sir William, un- 
practiſed in the arts of ſhuffling off an in- 
truder, and not poſſeſſed of reſolution 
enough to venture at a denial, tho' he was 
donvinced the Colonel was a ſtranger to the 
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ladies, and that his ſlight knowledge of them 
ſcarcely warranted the introduction of ano- 
ther, yet found himſelf compelled to give 
way, and introduce a friend where he had 
never yet been received as a viſitor himſelf ; 
but he felt diffatisfied, and with no very good 
grace accompanied the Colonel in the pro- 
jected ramble. The preceding evening was 
marked with more than one conqueſt ; Lord 
Stormer was violently captivated with Miſs 
Thornhill; he had hitherto felt no particular 
inclination for any of the ſex; for his at- 
tachment to the Lady he had brought from 
abroad was of a different kind: A man of 


| faſhion muſt have his opera girl, or miſtreſs 
| of ſome ſort ; ſhe was beautiful, faſhionable, 


and extravagant, three abſolute requiſites ; 


| ſhe had ſpirit too to maintain a dominion 
| over him, and obtain all the advantages 
7 ſhe could with for in ſuch a connexion ;— 
| but having waſted his fortune, and the re- 
| ſources of the gaming-table being inſuffi- 
cient to anſwer her demands, ſhe had long 


lice given up any exertions to pleaſe him; 
L 2 and 
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and her beauty being grown familiar, he 
could not always ſubmit to her caprice and 
exhorbitant calls for the ſupply of her purſe; 
in conſequence of this diſagreement, the 
gentleman was ſeldom with her, and ſhe was 
looking out with a determination to accept 
the firſt generous offer ſhe received. Thus 
fituated was Lord Stormer when he ſaw Miſs 
Thornhill at Lady Mandeville's ; though 
ſtruck with the graces of her perſon, he was 
ſtill more captivated by her converſation and 
manners, (for he got introduced to her thro' 
Sir William Beaumont.) It has been be- 
fore obſerved, that Lord Stormer had natu- 
rally a good heart, and was not deficient in 
_ underſtanding ; and had he fallen into better 
hands in the early part of his life, would no 
doubt have been an ornament to ſociety ; as 
it was, though his principles had been cor- 
rupted, yet they were not totally abandoned; 
he honored virtue, though he followed the 
example of the vicious, and would often 
breathe a wiſh to himſelf that he could reco- 


ver part of his ſhattered fortune, and be en- 
abled 
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abled to renounce play for ever. He was 


in one of his repentant hours when he enter- 
ed Lady Mandeville's ; he was conſcious of 
the arts made uſe of by the Colonel and 
Mr. Bangor to deceive* Sir William, and 
felt humbled and mortified at being an ac- 
complice in the deceit : His heart, therefore, 
was open to receive a virtuous impreſſion, 
and Miſs Thornhill appeared in his eyes a 
divinity ſurrounded by the Graces: That 
night created in him a new foul ; he return- 
ed from the rout with the moſt ſerious reſo- 
lutions, which he determined to put in prac- 
tice, In the morning he acquainted his 
lovely Signora he could no longer ſupport 
her, gave her a thouſand pound note, and 


requeſted her removal; ſhe was deſirous of 
diſmiſſion, and received this intelligence 


with ſuch a degree of inſolence and haughti- 
neſs, as left no regret on the mind of Lord 
Stormer reſpecting the ſeparation, He then 
ſent for his ſolicitor and ſteward, told them 
his determination to ſell every thing, and 
pay of his debts, deſiring to have an exact 

I | liſt 
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liſt of them, together with an eſtimate of 
what would be left out of the wreck of his 


fortune; and ſhould the reſidue prove wor. 


thy Miſs Thornhil's acceptance, he reſolved 
to make her a tender of it. With theſe 
good, though haſty reſolutions, he ſet about 
a reformation in every part of his houſehold, 
and 'tis incredible to think how much he 
executed in one day. 


A FASHIONABLE VISIT, 


ETWEEN the hours of two and three, 


the Colonel and Sir William called at 
Lady Summers's door; they were ſo fortu- 
nate to find their divinity at home, and being 


announced, Sir William introduced Colonel 


Minors as his particular friend, who was am- 
bitious of being known to Lady and Miſs 
Summers. The old lady received him with 
a reſerved civility ; the young one with the 
higheſt gaiety and good humour. A very 


lively converſation of ſmall talk enſued 
Miſs 
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Miſs Summers thanked Heaven for her 
eſcape from ſchool ; the Colonel, tho' he 


congratulated her, affected to regret it, as 
an event deſtructive to his peace, and that of 


a a thouſand others. The preſence of Lady 


Summers was ſome reſtraint, but what he 
did ſay, and the language of his eyes, were 
ſufficiently expreſſive to this ſprightly young 


lady, and put her in high good humour, — 
Sir William, to his inexpreſſible vexation, 


found himſelf a meer cypher ; he was ſcarce- 
ly permitted to join in the converſation, and 
anſwered Lady Summers, who paid him 
much attention, in ſuch a ſtrange abſent 
manner as evidently diverted the others; 
happily an object entered the room, which 
engaged the attention of all, and diverted his 
chagrin. Mr. and Mrs, South were announ— 
ced; the young gentleman handed in his 
mother; he was between nineteen and twen- 
ty, tall, fair, and genteelly made, but a com- 
plete Narciſſus ; perfumed from head to foot, 
his very hands waſhed in Javender water, his 
hair moſt nicely curled, and ſuch a delicacy 
L 4 02”: 
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in his whole appearance as rendered it diff. 
cult to determine whether he was of the 
maſculine or feminine gender. My lady, 
(ſaid Mrs. South) I have brought my ſon 
George, to wait on you and Miſs—Blel; 
me, what a fine girl ſhe is grown—really, 
Mits Summers, you are vaſtly improved!“ 
Doußhtleſs, madam, (anſwered the young 
lady,) a few weeks entrance into life, and the 
advantage of polite company, like Mrs, 
South's, will enable me to ſhake off the ruſti- 
city of a boarding-ſchool,” „ O, dear, 
(cried Mr, South, rubbing his white hands) 
I am ſure it would be a horrid ſhame to con- 
ceal that ſweet that ſweet pretty face ; but, 


dear miſs, who cut your hair? *Tis ſhock- 


ingly done: And your handkerchief too is 
frightful; permit me to recommend my mil- 
liner to you; ſhe has an excellent taſte; l 
can give you ſome delightful tooth-powder 
too, and teach you to keep your nails in 
exact order, all which has been neglected at 
ſchool, I dare ſay.” You are very obliging, 
Sir, (anſwered Miſs Summers) J ſhall cer- 

| tainly 
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tainly be thankful for your inſtructions.— 
« Indeed, Miſs Summers, no one is more 
capable of giving it, for George pays great 


attention to thoſe things ; he generally ſpends 


his hours till dinner at his toilet, and is fo 
nice, he waſhes his very hands in lavender 
water.” O yes, miſs, I will ſend you ſome, 
and an almond waſh ball, and ſome tooth- 
powder too.” Maus politely thanked him; 


and during this edifying converſation, the Co- 


lonel and Sir William had exchanged ſeveral 
ſarcaſtic ſmiles at the expence of this Adonis; 
the former addreſſing him with great ſo- 
lemnity, © Pray, Sir, have you read the 
laſt new publication, Bruce's Travels?“ — 
« Lord, Sir, no; 1 ſeldom read much; I 
hav'n't time; for what with dreſſing, eating, 
and viſiting, I am continually engaged :— 
Pray, Sir, what is it about?“ —© A very 
comprehenſive queſtion ; (ſaid the Colonel) 
really, Sir, the ſubje& is ſo wonderful, *tis 
impoſſible to give you any idea of it by de- 
ſcription; I would adviſe you to peruſe the 
work; it only conſiſts of five immenſe vo- 

1 lumes.“ 


* 
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lumes.” Five volumes! (repeated Mr. all 
South, ſtaring;) why, I ſhould never read {ſn 
five volumes thro' as long as I live; I now 


ar 
and then peep into a faſhionable novel, and 1 
look over the © Toilet of Flora“ whilſt my all 
hair is dreſſing ; but really reading is too fa- 7 N 

tiguing for me; it ſpoils one's eyes.. be 
« Very true, Sir, (ſaid Sir William;) I 1 
am not fond of poring over books myſelf; 81 
I think it a much more agreeable entertain- ö © 
ment to admire the beautiful works of na- 4 te 
ture in ſuch objects as we have now before 1 
us.” „Indeed, Sir, (ſaid Mrs. South, g tt 
bridling) you are very polite; and Iam fure i ye 
George will be happy in your acquaintance ; } 7 
he wants to go into the Guards, but I dont J 
like the army; for, if be ſhould be ordered n 
on duty, I ſhould break my heart at parting | ſl 

with him: “ O, ma' am, (ſaid the Colo- | L 
nel) the Guards are ſeldom ordered abroad; g © 
and ſuch a pretty gentleman 1s quite calcu- 11 


lated to ſhine on the parade.“ The very 
thing Sir, I ſay to mother (cried Mr. South.) 
You know the officers of the Guards mult be 

. . all 
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all men of faſhion and fortune; they muſt be 
ſmart in their perſons and dreſs ; then they 


are always about with the ladies, which is 


what I like ; and as for duty, it is nothing at 
all; a drill /erjeant would teach me that in 
a week, and a ſuit of regimentals looks fo 
beautiful! Pray, miſs, don't you like an of- 
ficer?“ „ O, of all things, (replied Miſs 
Summers,) I doat on a ſcarlet coat and 
cockade.” © There now, madam, did'nt I 
tell you ſo ? Well, miſs, make yourſelf eaſy, 
I will have a ſcarlet coat in a very ſhort time, 
then I hope, (ſtopping and ſmiling) I hope— 
you will come and ſee me on the parade,” — 
« Doubtleſs, Sir,“ (replied ſhe.) * And I, 
Sir, (faid the Colonel) ſhall hope to be ho- 
nored with your acquaintance,” “ Sir, I 
ſhall be proud to be your companion.” — 
Lady Summers, tired {of this unintereſting 
converſation, addreſſed Sir William, enquir- 
ing if his uncle Lord Maybank ever came 
to town? © No, madam, (anfwered|he;) my 
uncle reſides entirely at Lochbar Caſtle ; my 
mother very ſeldom hears from him; ſhe 

L 6 has, 
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has, indeed, ſeveral times expreſſed a with to 
ſee him; but, as he conſtantly avers he ne- 
ver will come to England, and never intima- 
ted a deſire of a viſit from her or me; there 
is little probability we ſhall meet.” Has 
he any children? (aſked her ladyſhip) © One 
daughter only, madam, who is brought up 
under her mother's care, and is now about 


(ſaid the old lady) when ſhe was preſented at 
Court, and a moſt charming woman J 


Scotland, from whence, I believe, ſhe has 
never returned.” 


Whilſt Lady Summers was addreſſing Sir 
William, the Colonel was buſy in entertain- 


a minute obſervation of his dreſs, and antici- 
pating the delightful addition a ſcarlet coat 
would be to his pretty perſon. Mrs. South 
fat admiring her ſon; and every party was 


feel an inquietude about Miſs Summers which 
he 


eighteen.” I remember Lady Maybank, 


thought her. My Lord ſoon took her to 


ing Miſs Summers and Mr. South, in taking 


ſatisfied but Sir William; he really began to 
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he had never before experienced, and envied 
every word and look ſhe beſtowed on ano- 
ther:—his viſit had already been of an un- 
faſhionable length, but he felt no inclination 
to withdraw, till a thundering at the door 
announced other viſitors; and as the Colo- 
nel ſtarted up to take leave, Sir William 
was reluctantly compelled to follow his ex- 
ample. © Well, Colonel, (ſaid Sir Wil- 
liam after they had left the houſe,) What is 
your opinion of Miſs Summers ?”—< I think 
her a good fine girl (anſwered he with an air 
of indifference,) but not ſo handſome as I 
firſt thought her ; ſhe does not ſeem very 
clever, and has much of the coquet already 
in her manners.“ “ Then, (replied the Ba- 
ronet,) ſhe 1s no great favorite of your's?” 
« have certainly ſeen many girls I like 
much better.” Sir William was diſconcert- 
ed, he did not wiſh Minors ſhould be charm- 
ed with Miſs Summers, yet, he was diſ- 
_ pleaſed at the indifferent opinion he enter- 
tained of her. Being in no humour for con- 
verſation they ſoon ſeparated with a mutual 


promiſe 
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promiſe of meeting in the evening. When CI 
Sir William returned home he found Sir Ed- upe 
ward and Lady Stanley, who having called | ed 
on his mother, had been prevailed on take a Wu 
family dinner with her. He accoſted them ©\ 
with politeneſs, but there was a reſerve in his im 
manner which hurt Lady Beaumont, though de: 
her gueſts were too polite to remark it: | (a 
« How comes it, my young friend, ſaid Sir m 
Edward, (giving him a friendly ſhake by ve 
the hand,) that we never have the pleaſure of 2 
ſeeing you? Lady Stanley is quite jealous, "9 
ſhe flattered herſelf with having a ſmart ſo 
young ciciſbeo to gallant her about, forgetting | Wu 
that *tis only at Vienna a woman of forty is | bi 
in her prime.” © I beg your pardon, Sir ö NY 
Edward, (ſaid ſhe,) you are perfectly miſ- | ” 


taken; ſome of the handſomeſt and moſt 5 

faſhionable women we have at preſent, are 
nearly of that age; and why, pray, ſhould 1 

diſpair “ You certainly ought not to do 

fo, madam, (anſwered Sir William, bowing,) 
your ladyſhip is ſufficiently attractive to make 

Sir Edward tremble at the admiration you 
| Excite.“ 
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upon my word you are wonderfully improv- 
ed: I am fure you bid fair to be a favorite 
with the middle-aged ladies at leaſt,” — 
ce With ladies of al] ages, (ſaid Lady Stanley, 


ſmiling,) we are none of us proof againſt 


dear delightful flattery.— But, pray, madam, 
(added ſhe, turning ſuddenly to Lady Beau- 
mont,) have you ſeen any thing of the Ri- 
vers's lately? I have called twice at the door, 
and been told each time, Mrs. Rivers was 
out and her daughter not well: I am afraid 
ſome additional troubles have befallen thoſe 
unfortunate people. This queſtion threw 
both the mother and ſon into a confuſion, fo 
very obvious that Lady Stanley was aſtoniſh- 
ed; Sir Edward, more penetrating, quickly 
concluded there was ſome myſtery in the 


matter and fixing his eyes on Sir William, 
before Lady Beaumont had recovered her- 


ſelf; © I really pity Miſs Rivers, (ſaid he,) 
and wiſh ſhe could get well married; ſhe 1s 
an amiable girl and her want of fortune 

ought 


excite.”—Well ſaid ; (cried Sir Edward,) 
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ought to be no obſtacle to a man who is in- 
dependent.“ True, (replied Lady Stan- 
ley,) it ought not; but folly and diſſipation 
make ſuch large demands on the fortunes of 
young men now-a-days, and the ladies alſo, 
have fo many unavoidable expences, if they 
mix with the world, that really a fortune on 
one ſide only is ſcarcely ſufficient to anſwer 
the abundant calls for the gratification of va- 


nity.” © Tis indeed to be lamented (ſaid Lady 


Beaumont, a little recovered,) that the diſ- 
ſipation of the age is ſuch, that people whoſe 
income depends ſolely on their life can hard- 
ly avoid falling into a train of expences in 
the end ruinous to their families.” Lady 
Stanley ſaw from this general obſervation, 


and evaſion of her queſtion, there was ſome 


ſecret ſhe was unacquainted with, and with- 
out having the ſmalleſt idea of the nature of 
this ſecret, ſhe concluded ſome real misfor- 
tune had happened to Mrs. or Miſs Rivers, 
and, from the benevolence of her diſpoſition, 
determined to call the following morning 
and offer her ſervices to them, In the mean 
time 
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time the thoughtleſs Mrs. Rivers was buſied 
in preparing for her expedition to France; 
ſhe very readily acceded to her daughter's 
wiſhes relative to giving up the two thou- 
ſand pounds for the annuity of 400l. a year; 
and, with an affected generoſity, told Miss 
Rivers, ſhe ſhould always, on the quarterly 
payments, remit her ſome little preſents :— 


the poor girl, who every day felt more hum 


bled, and more deeply regretted her paſt 
errors, aſſured her mother, ſhe was fully 
ſatisfied with her bounty, and requeſted ſhe 
would not deny herſelf any pleaſures or con- 
veniencies to accommodate her with what 
muſt be ſuperfluous in the ſtyle of life ſhe 
meant to adopt. Mrs, Rivers called her a 
fool, adding; “ you might do much better 
if you would, why don't you reſolve to ac- 
company me to France, and by a proper 


marriage atone for your follies? hid you 


acted as you ought to have done, you might 


have been Lady Beaumont, and an honor to 


me inſtead of a diſgrace” —* Spare your 
reproaches, my dear madam, (interrupted 
me 
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the poor weeping girl;) my own heart ſuf. 
ficiently upbraids me. Forget your unwor- 
thy daughter—and whatever becomes of me 
may you be happy! Mrs. Rivers turned 
from her with a repetition of the word foo!! 
bleſt are thoſe perſons whoſe defires are 
bounded by reaſon, and whoſe paſſions are 
regulated by diſcretion ! their pleaſures are 
unalloyed by repentance; no ſelf-reproach 
imbitters their hours; calm content, © the 
ſunſhine of the breaſt” affords them that 
happineſs which is vainly ſought for in diſ- 


ſipated pleaſures. True happineſs can only 


be met with in the boſom of our families, 
and in the diſcharge of our ſeveral duties. 
had Mrs. Rivers ated with diſcretion in the 
early part of life; or, even after the death of 
her huſband, ſubmitted to her ſituation, and 
endeavoured to reconcile her daughter to the 
great change in her circumſtances, what 
anguiſh might ſhe have ſpared that unfortu- 
nate girl !l—Painful no doubt, it is to ſacri- 
fice our inclinations, to give up friends, and 
forſake the amuſements we are fond of; but 

then 
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then it is ſo pleaſing to fulfil our duty, to be 
conſcious we are acting with propriety, and 
in fuch a manner as to ſecure the eſteem of 
the valuable part of mankind, that the re- 
compenſe over-pays the pain:—but the 
thoughtleſs woman, whoſe precepts and ex- 
ample had contributed to the ruin of her 
child, ſaw only the diſappointment of her 
| ſchemes in procuring riches and ſplendour, 
] without feeling remorſe for the unworthy 
| part ſhe had acted; and, when ſhe found all 
her projects fruſtrated, was mean enough to 
accept and rejoice in the acquiſition of that 
; income which ought to have filled her with | 
; ſhame and confuſion, and to the enjoyment | 
of which a feeling mind would have prefer- | 
red the moſt abject poverty. 1 


Sir Edward and Lady Stanley left Stang 
hope-ſtreet early in the evening, and Sir 
William repaired to his uſual haunt; where 
he experienced his uſual bad fortune ; but he 
now ceaſed to make himſelf uneaſy on this | 
account, by reflecting, that a lucky hit might 

reſtore f 
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reſtore the immenſe ſums he had loſt; and, 
conſequently, his inclination for gaming 
daily gained ſtrength. Thus did he become 
enamoured of the vice he once thought he 
deteſted, and to which, in fact, he had no 
propenſity, till his unfortunate connection 
with Colonel Minors: this gentleman had 
now a new card to play ; ſome errors he had 
been ſuſpected of committing at whiſt occa- 
ſioned a ſhyneſs towards him on the part of 
his brother officers, which he could ill brook, 
and which, if talked of, might produce 
diſagreeable conſequences: he ſometimes 
_ thought of ſelling out; but then the money 
would be ſoon ſpent, and he bereft of every 
reſource except the gaming-table, which, 
though at preſent under contribution to him, 
might not continue ſo: having weighed theſe 
things, he reſolved, as a matter of prudence, 
to addreſs Miſs Summers : forty-thouſand 
pounds, with the depredations he intended 
making on the Baronet's purſe, he thought, 
might ſettle him comfortably; beſides, her 
connections were ſuch as muſt be of ſervice 
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to him; the girl was very pretty too, but 


this was only a ſecondary conſideration: he 


had taken ſome pains to enquire about her 
fortune, and found ſhe was entitled to it on 
the day of marriage, or when twenty-one, 
without any reſtrictions; he therefore deter- 
mined to avail himſelf of Sir William's intro- 
duction and endeavour to ſecure the young 
lady's affection, but it was his wiſh to con- 
ceal his deſign from Sir William, as he per- 
ceived a growing regard on his part for the 
young lady. The following day he paid an 
early viſit to Miſs Summers, dreſſed in all 
his glittering ornaments; Lady Summers 
happened to be engaged with ſome trades 
people, he failed not to make the moſt of 
his time, and impreſſed the young lady with 
a very favorable opinion of him—after a 
pretty long 1212-4-7272 he left her to call on 
Lord Stormer, whoſe abſence the preceding 
evening had ſurpriſed him ; he found him at 
home, up to his elbows in papers. —“ What 


the devil, Stormer, are you about? (cried 


he:) ſigning parchments, granting long 


leaſes, 
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leaſes, or looking out for a marriage ſettle. 
ment?“ © I am only examining into the 
ruined ſtate of my affairs, Colonel; and I 
find them even worſe than I expected; they 
are indeed ſuch as preclude my deareſt hopes; 
but I ſhall proceed; I have ſummoned my 
creditors, and reſerving only a ſmall income 
to myſelf, ſhall give them the remainder.” 
—*© Why, Stormer, are you mad? (ſaid the 
Colonel,) what is all this for? —your late 
loſſes, ſure, have turned your brain ! if you 
want caſh I can ſupply you: I believe I am 
in your debt for our laſt fleece of the Baro- 
net.“ No, Colonel; I will have none of 
your money; and am hcartily aſhamed I was 
ever concerned in your projects: to tell you 
the truth, the laſt deception practiſed on 
Sir William Beaumont opened my eyes to the 
baſeneſs of our connection; ſhame and re- 
morſe aſſailed me; and another circum- 
ſtance, which deeply affected me, confirmed 
my reſolution of withdrawing from ſuch a 
diſhonorable partnerſhip.“— * Why what the 


devil poſſeſſes you? (cried Minors,) are you 


going 
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going to turn methodeſt or moravian ? c No; 


(anſwered Lord Stormer,) but I am trying 


to awake from a long deluſive dream which 


has afforded me neither reſt nor peace: in 
ſhort, Colonel, I am ſick of gambling, de- 
ceit and perfidy. My reformation is ſome- 
thing ſudden I confeſs; but for this week 
paſt I have felt diſſatisfied, and ſome recent 


circumſtances have effected my cure.“ 


am really aſtoniſhed, (returned the Colonel:) 


Is this Lord Stormer, who was always the 
firſt to lead in every ſort of diſſipation? is he 


turned puritan, and going to preach againſt 
vice?” „ No, (replied Lord Stormer,) I 
do not entertain ſo vain an idea as to hope, 
by any arguments of mine, to make converts; 
J only chuſe to act for myſelf, It is my in- 
tention to go abroad, and, by economy, re- 
deem ſome part of my ſhattered fortune.” 
« What, and indulge with your charming 
Signora?“ interrupted the Colonel, ſmiling, 
That lady and I have parted to meet no 
more.— go alone, for 1 have neither friends 
nor companions who will think it worth 
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while to accompany a man reduced in cir. 


cumſtances !' © Well, of all the ſtrange 


Occurrences one daily meets with, your fro. 


lic is the moſt extraordinary;—1t will excite 


wonder beyond the limited nine days.“ — 

cc That ſhall give me no concern; but let 
me entreat you, Colonel, to give over your 
depredations on Sir William Beaumont; he 
appears a young man not deficient in good 
ſenſe or good nature; unacquainted with the 
world, he falls an eaſy prey; but be content 
with your preſent gains, nor purſue any fur- 
ther ſiniſter deſigns againſt him“ - Or the 
conſequence will be, I ſuppoſe, (ſaid the 
Colonel, ) that, from the rectitude of your 
principles, you will turn informer, and im- 
peach your quondam friend.” *© You can- 
not think ſo meanly of me; no, fir, all that 


is paſt is with me forgotten; but I certainly 
will, if a fair opportunity offers, perſuade 


Sir William to follow my example, and fore- 
go play whilſt his fortune is not irreparably 
injured like mine,” © And you think this 


Colonel; 


will be acting like a man of honor ?” © I do, 
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colonel; honor impels me to fave a worthy 
man from ruin. Let me aſk you, What 
mighty pleaſures or advantages we have de- 
rived from our late diſgraceful ſchemes ? the 
money we have fleeced, as you properly 
term it, from the Baronet, we have loſt again 
to others as knowing as ourſelves: we have 
lived for ſome time in conſtant habits of win- 
ning, from the ignorant and unwary, to loſe 
again to the ſkilful and deſigning; our for- 
tunes, our health, temper, and every good 
quality of the mind has been ſacrificed to 
one *pernicious propenſity, from which we, 
in fact, received neither pleaſure nor profit; 
rich to day, in want to-morrow, and in a 
conſtant agitation of ſpirits,” —© Hold, hold, 
cried the colonel, enough of preachments. — 
Ha! ha! ha! why really your quick and 
wonderful converſion exceeds Katterfelto' 3 
wonders all to nothing; but as the ſe me 


ſpirit of reformation does not at preſen . ac 


tuate me, I ſhall leave you to your u topian 
ſcheme, with this obſervation, | o wever, 
that I ſhall ſoon Judge, from Sir Willam 


Beaumont's 
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Beaumont's conduct, whether you ule me 
diſhonorably, and ſhall take my meaſure 
accordingly.” Thus ſaying, he haſtily quit- 


ted the houſe; very much ſurpriſed and 


chagrined; for although he could win no 


more from Lord Stormer, yet, he was an 


aſſociate, who gave credit to the party; be- 


tides the world, which would ſoon know he 


was a ruined man, might caſt diſagreeable 


reflexions on his companions : — determined, 


therefore, to get above the cenſure of the 


world, which is always wonderfully com- 


o 


plaiſant, to a man in affluence, the colonel 
ſaw the neceſſity of purſuing his deſigns on 
Miſs Summers, and endeavoring to circum- 
vent Sir William. Such are the motives that 
actuate men, who, from habits of gaming, 
chicanery and decei:, grow callous to every 


virtuous feeling of the ſoul ! dead to every 
entiment of friendſttiip, honor or gratitude, 
th, a/ live only for themſelves, and to gratity 
thei, © own wiſhes, ſcruple not to ſacrifice the 
happ! neſs of thoſe they call their deareſt 
friends; à man of faſhion and education en- 


ters 
SS 
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; ters into ſociety with many advantages ; the 


$ world is prepared to eſteem him, becauſe 


from ſuch a man honorable ſentiments and 
behavior are expected: — but how ſon do 
improper connexions, diſſipation and extra- 
vagance, under the names of gallantry and 
faſhion, ruin his morals, impair his fortune, 
and reduce him to the meaneſt expedients to 
preſerve a ſinking credit! happy would it be 
for the diſſipated and the vicious if they con- 
ſidered, that when a man ceaſes to preſerve 
his own conſequence and forfeits the appro- 
bation of his own heart, the world will eſti- 
mate him accordingly; he will obtain only 
ſcorn and reproach from the companions of 


Cw 


Ch 


pity from the ſenſible and worthy ! Colonel 
Minors had long fince ſubdued the reproaches 
of conſcience, and forgot the leflons of his 
reſpectable father; habituated to vice the 
baſeſt ſchemes coſt him nothing; and as he 
thought affluence and pioſperity muſt enſure 
every man a welcome into the ſociety of the 
gay and faſhionable, he reſolved to obtain 
riches at any rate. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


his follies, and, at beſt, but a contemptuous 
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